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Vision Zero 
•  Data-driven strategy to achieve zero traffic 

fatalities or serious injuries across all forms of 
transportation 
– Policy 
– Road design 
– Enforcement 
– Culture 

•  Principles 
– Ethics 
– Responsibility 
– Safety 



•  Ethics 
– Traffic deaths and serious injuries are both 

preventable and ethically unacceptable 
•  No “acceptable” level of risk 
•  Not based on cost/benefit analyses 
•  Crash vs. accident 

– Comprehensive 
•  All road users 
•  Prioritizes vulnerable road users 

– Culture shift 
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Culture of acceptance 

215 469 601 756 32,885 



x 1,000 



•  Responsibility 
– Road users vs. system design 



“Every crash with serious injuries or fatalities 
is something you need to carefully look at 
and say,  

 ‘What was wrong here?  
 What should I have done?’  

– not the citizen –  
 ‘What should I have done – as a 
 professional and responsible person in 
 the system.’”  

 
Claes Tingvall, Director of Traffic Safety  
Swedish National Road Administration 





•  Safety 
– While crashes cannot be completely 

eliminated, adjustments to the transportation 
system can ensure crashes do not lead to 
serious injury or death 









•  World Health Organization 
– Vision Zero is a transportation best practice 

•  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
– Creating safe places to walk is an evidence-based 

strategy to reduce chronic disease 



What Makes Vision Zero 

•  Goal of eliminating traffic fatalities and 
severe injuries  

•  Mayor has publicly, officially committed to 
Vision Zero 

•  Vision Zero policy and strategy  
•  Key city departments are engaged 

– Transportation 
– Police 
– Public health 



•  Proven policies 
– Traffic calming 
– Separated bike lanes 
– Area-wide traffic calming and 20 mph zones 
– Enforcement 



•  Public engagement 
– Strategy 
– Specific projects 
– Transparency on outcomes 



Columbia Needs Vision Zero 



0 

2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Columbia Traffic Fatalities 

Total Fatalities 

Pedestrian Fatalities 

Pedalcycle Fatalities 





I-70 and 63 
39% 

Principal 
Arterials 

8% 

Minor Arterials 
25% 

Major Collectors 
17% 

Local 
11% 

Columbia Fatalities 2009-2014 

I-70 and 63 
19% 

Principal Arterials 
24% 

Minor Arterials 
30% 

Major Collectors 
12% 

Local 
15% 

Columbia Serious Injuries 2009-2014 



Public Health 



Public Health & Environment 

•  The perception of danger is a major barrier 
to walking and biking 



Economy 



Social Equity 

•  Children 
•  Older adults 

•  People with diverse 
abilities 

•  Vulnerable road users 



•  People of color 
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There were 22 fatal and 213 serious injury traffic crashes in the City of Columbia from 2010 - 2014.
Twenty-six people were killed and 254 seriously injured in these crashes.

Accident Severity
FATAL

SERIOUS INJURY

Fatal and Serious Injury Crashes
City of Columbia

2010 - 2014

•  Low-income 
families 





Missouri Foundation for Health 
Grant Proposal 
•  PedNet will lead a campaign to reduce 

Columbia’s high rate of traffic fatalities and 
serious injuries by passing a Vision Zero 
policy 

•  2 ½ year project 
•  Focus on the underserved 



Objectives 

1.  Culture of zero 
tolerance for traffic 
fatalities and serious 
injuries 

–  Comprehensive, 
community-wide 
marketing campaign 

–  Town hall meetings 
–  CPD vulnerable road 

user trainings 

Education 



2. Policy 
– Transportation Safety Engineer 
– Crash review panel 
–  Increased penalties for dangerous 

transportation behaviors 
– Vision Zero policy and strategy 

Engineering 



3. Decrease dangerous 
transportation behaviors at high-
risk / high-need locations 

– Marketing campaign 
– CPD education/enforcement 

campaign 
– Traffic counts 

Education 
Enforcement 
Evaluation 



Pedestrian Safety Task Force 

•  Recommendations: 
– Adopt Vision Zero policy and strategy 
– Secure Mayor’s leadership  
– Collaboration of City departments 
– Substantial collaboration with MoDOT 


