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Columbia Parks and Recreation is pleased to present to you the 2013 Parks, Recreation and Open Space
Master Plan. The plan will serve as a blueprint as we strive to meet the needs and wishes of Columbia
citizens over the next 10 years. The recommendations outlined in the Master Plan include both
immediate needs of the city and long term, visionary actions. This document will be continually
reviewed and updated as the city changes, priorities shift and new trends are identified.

Recently, the City of Columbia adopted seven strategic priorities to help guide the city into the future.
The P&R Master Plan is a good representation of these priorities, such as that of a customer focused
government. This plan would not be possible without the invaluable input of our partners and park
users. After months of gathering data through public and focus group meetings, surveys, and research,
we believe the plan truly captures the expectations, community values, and priorities of Columbia’s
citizens, and translates those into action items.

This Master Plan also fulfills two other strategic priorities growth management and infrastructure. It
is essential to identify funding resources and opportunities to ensure that we are able to keep up with
the increasing demands of a growing community. This plan accomplishes its goal of forecasting these
opportunities and prioritizing projects according to the desires and needs of the community.

We appreciate the support and dedication shown by the City Council, Parks and Recreation
Commission, and our citizens for parks, recreation facilities and programs, trails and green space.
With your continued support and with guidance from this plan, Columbia Parks and Recreation is
poised to continue providing high quality facilities and services to ensure a high quality of life for all of
Columbia.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Hood
Parks and Recreation Director (1998 2013)

Michael B. Griggs
Parks and Recreation Director 



Acknowledgements 

Columbia Parks and Recreation would like to thank the citizens, boards, commissions and 
committees who generously gave their time and ideas during the Master Plan process. Your 
dedication and commitment to your community are a testament to the high quality of life that is 
present in Columbia. Special thanks are due to the following: 

City of Columbia 
Mayor Bob McDavid 

City Manager 
Mike Matthes, Manager 

Tony St. Romaine, Deputy City Manager 

Columbia City Council 
Fred Schmidt, Ward 1 
Michael Trapp, Ward 2 

Karl Skala, Ward 3 
Ian Thomas, Ward 4 

Laura Nauser, Ward 5 
Barbara Hoppe, Ward 6 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
Daniel Devine, Ward 1 
William Pauls, Ward 2 
Linda Hutton, Ward 3 
Marin Blevins, Ward 4 
Terry Kloeppel, Ward 5 

Meredith Donaldson, Ward 6 
Sue Davis, At Large 

University of Missouri Department of Parks, Recreation 
& Tourism, School of Natural Resources 

 Sonja A. Wilhelm Stanis, Ph.D. 

Leisure Vision 
a division of ETC Institute 

Map Imaging 
2009 Hillshade Source: Boone County GIS 

Parcel Data: Boone County Assessor’s Office 

Parks and Recreation Staff 
Michael B. Griggs, Director 

Michael J. Hood, Director (1998-2013) 
Gabe Huffington, Park Services Manager 

Erika Coffman, Recreation Services Manager 
Mike Snyder, Planning & Development Superintendent 

Rebecca Stidham, Management Support Specialist 
Tamara Miller, Public Information Specialist 

Toney Lowery, Senior Planner 
Janet Godon, Planner  

 

Adopted by the Columbia Parks and Recreation Commission on September 19, 2013 
and approved by the Columbia City Council on October 21, 2013 




