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Staff has prepared a report describing the issues surrounding the
consumption of alcoholic beverages by transient individuals in city
owned parks; specifically, Paguin Park, Flatbranch Park, and the

North Village Park.

DISCUSSION:

The Downtown Unit has received a large number of citizen and
business owner complaints concerning intoxicated and/or passed
out transient individuals in the downtown area.

The Downtown Unit has taken proactive enforcement to address
the complaints surrounding the behavior of transient individuals
consuming alcohol in these three city owned parks. To date,
enforcement measures have proven unsuccessful; therefore, staff
is proposing Council adopt an ordinance to limit the consumption of
alcoholic beverages in the three parks mentioned above to “by
permit only”. For special events, such as RBBBQ Festival, the
event organizer could request a permit to allow alcohol through the
Park’s and Recreation Department’s special use permit process.

Representatives of the SBD, Parks and Recreation Department,
Columbia Housing Authority, the Parks and Recreation
Commission and local businesses are supportive of an ordinance.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Minimal cost to install signage.

VISION IMPACT:

The proposed ordinance fulfills the goal (3.3) of providing a safe
and secure environment for the public while reducing crime and
substance abuse. In addition, the proposed ordinance provides a
network of attractive and safe parks and recreational amenities.

SUGGESTED COUNCIL ACTION:

Council motion directing staff to prepare an ordinance prohibiting
the consumption of alcoholic beverages in the following city owned
parks: Paquin Park, Flatbranch Park, and the North Village Park.
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