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Special Thanks:

The Citizens of Columbia
Mayor Darwin Hindman
Columbia City Council

City Manager Bill Watkins
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Buchert
Columbia School District

Columbia Parks and Recreation Commission
Columbia Cosmopolitan Luncheon Club

In appreciation to the following who
contributed to the success of this project:

All Inclusive Recreation
Christenson Const.

Frech Paving
GBH Builders, Inc.

Gerald Perry Tennis Co.
Loftis Company
Remsel Corp.

Richardson Excavation
Tom Adair Construction

A special thank you to the Parks Services staff  for their efforts
in the renovations of this park.



REDEDICATION PROGRAM
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Welcome and Introductions ~ Mr. Mike Hood, Director, Columbia
Parks and Recreation Department

Remarks ~ Mr. Bill Watkins, Manager, City of  Columbia

Remarks ~ Mayor Darwin Hindman

Remarks ~ Columbia Cosmopolitan Luncheon Club

Closing Remarks ~ Mr. Mike Hood

Ribbon Cutting

City Council
Darwin Hindman, Mayor

Paul Sturtz
Chris Janku
Karl Skala
Jerry Wade

Laura Nauser
Barbara Hoppe

Bill Watkins, City Manager

Mike Hood, Parks and Recreation Director

Columbia Parks and Recreation Commission
Terry Kloeppel, Marin Blevins, Bill Pauls, Dennis Knudson,

Dan Devine and Gary Kespohl

Though Cosmo-Bethel Park has been in existence since
the 1970s, the park has undergone many changes, including the last
two years. A recent facelift of  the 40-acre park has left the facility
looking new and much improved.

Originally referred to as South City Park and later Bethel
Park, the initial development consisted of an 8-acre lake, restrooms,
a trio of picnic shelters, and parking lot. In 1984, the Columbia
Cosmopolitan Luncheon Club agreed to donate up to $15,000 per
year for five years for the playground and other improvements,
including a wood deck, sandbox, gazebo and walkways. In honor of
this contribution, the City renamed the park Cosmo-Bethel Park.

In 1990, a sand volleyball court was added to the park. The
baseball backstop and playfield was added in 1993. The City en-
tered into an agreement with the Columbia School District in 2001
to build the tennis complex, which consisted of  eight courts.

In 2007, the park�s most recent improvements began with
the construction of  a new shelter in the southwest portion of  the
park. This was followed by a renovation of the playground, which
was also completed in 2007. The existing three shelters were demol-
ished to make room for the new shelter in the north portion of the
park. New restrooms and four additional tennis courts complete
recent renovations.

The original three shelters were named in honor of charter
Cosmo Club members Dr. Charles A. Leech, Clarence Riechmann,
and J.W. Ficklin. Mr. Riechmann was honored posthumously in 2006
by having the indoor pavilion at Stephens Lake Park named for him.
Today, the City will continue to honor Dr. Leech and Mr. Ficklin by
retaining their names on the two newly constructed shelters.

The cost of renovating Cosmo-Bethel Park was about
$680,000, which included funding from the voter-approved park
sales tax.

The City of Columbia appreciates the support shown by the
community for Cosmo-Bethel Park. Thank you for being here today
to share in the rededication ceremony.

Columbia Parks and Recreation:
Creating Community through People, Parks and Programs


