
Collins Shelter - Fire Pit Policy 
 

1. The fire pit is considered part of the Collins Shelter and is not available to others 
if the shelter is reserved.   If the shelter is not rented, it is available on a first 
come, first served basis. 

 
2. The Collins Shelter is used as the warming area during the Winter Sports 

Season.  Therefore, the shelter and fire pit is not available for rental during winter 
sports activities such as sledding, ice skating and cross country skiing.  

 
3. Columbia Fire Department permits are not required.   

 
4. It is the responsibility of the renter to provide fuel for burning.  State laws dictate 

that only natural materials such as aged logs may be burned. Items such as 
pallets, scrap lumber, treated lumber, tires, leaves, etc, are expressly prohibited.  
Logs shall be limited to three foot (3’) in length.  

 
5. Combustible fuels such as gasoline, diesel or kerosene shall not be used to start 

or keep fires burning.  Charcoal lighter fluid, paper or manufactured starter logs 
are recommended.  

 
6. It is against City of Columbia Ordinances for any person in a park to damage, 

cut, or remove any tree or branch in a park. Therefore, renters should not expect 
to find burning materials in the park.  

 
7. Fires must be kept with the boundaries of the designated fire pit.  State laws 

require that recreational fires may be no larger than three foot by three foot (3’ X 
3’).   

 
8. It is the responsibility of the renter to extinguish the fire upon completion of the 

event.  A frost proof water hydrant is located near the shelter.  It is recommended 
that the renters should bring a 25-foot garden hose or a 5 gallon bucket for fire 
control and to extinguish the fire.  No hose or bucket will be provided by the City.  
The water hydrant is locked and renters must check out a key on the last 
business day prior to their event.  

 
9. All logs that have not been burned must be removed by the renter.  Logs that 

have been partially burned may be left in the fire pit.   
 
10. Straw or hay bales are not to be used for seating and/or decorative purposes.  

 
11. All fires will be inspected by the Park Ranger to insure compliance with the above 

policy.  


