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Identification and Uses
Ryan Russell
City of Columbia Horticulturist



Why Aquatic Plants are Valuable

R Oxygen production
R Fish & Wildlife food
R Habitat

R Erosion Control

&R Human food, fiber and
medicine

R Aesthetics

R Wastewater treatment



Aquatic Plant Groups

&R Shoreline
R Emergent
R Floating

R Submerged
R Woody

R Native

& Non-Native
R Invasive




Shoreline Species

R Iris - [. virginica and I. fulva

R Sweet Flag - Acorus calamus

R Rose Mallow - Hibiscus lasiocarpos
R Horsetail /Rush - Equisetum spp.

R Lizard’s Tail - Saururus cernuus






Emergent Species

R Pickerel Weed - Pontederia cordata
R Arrowheads - Sagittaria spp.

R Spike Rushes - Eleocharis spp.

R Soft Rush - Juncus effusus

R Thalia - Thalia dealbata






Floating Species
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R Water Lilies - Nymphaea spp.
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Rain Garden Plants

R Cardinal Flower - Lobelia cardinalis and L. siphilitica
R River Oats - Chasmanthium Oatslatifolium

R Rose and White Turtlehead - Chelone spp.

R Black Cohosh - Cimicifuga racemosa

® Swamp Milkweed - Asclepias incarnata

R Culver’s Root - Veronicastrum virginicum

@ Many others






Woody Species

xR Trees

R Bald Cypress - Taxodium distichum
R Black Gum - Nyssa sylvatica

& Overcup Oak - Quercus lyrata

R Sycamore - Platanus occidentalis

R River Birch - Betula nigra

& Willows - Salix spp.

R Alder - Alnus serrulata
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Woody Species

R Shrubs

& Buttonbush - Cephalanthus occidentalis
R Ninebark - Physocarpus opulifolius

R Corkwood - Lietneria floridana

R Dogwood - Cornus amomum, drummondii, etc.
&R Spicebush - Lindera benzoin

R Bladdernut - Staphylea trifoliata
R False Indigo - Amorpha fruiticosa
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Native, Non-Native and
Invasive Species

R Native Plants
R Non-Native Plants

R Invasive Plants



Common Problem Species

R Purple Loosestrife - Lythrum salicaria
@ Water Primrose - Ludwigia peploides
R Pondweeds - Many species

R Duckweed - Lemnacea

R American Lotus - Nelumbo lutea

R Cattails - Typha spp.

R Coontail - Ceratophyllum demersum
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Control of Problem Plants

R Black plastic R Blanketing

R Weeding R Eliminating nutrient
& Grass Carp sources

R Prevent introduction &R Plant vs. Plant

&R Deepening the pond

R Drawdown



Resources

& Missouri Wildflowers
http:/ /mowildflowers.net/

R Grow Native! Missouri Department of Conservation
http:/ /www.grownative.org/

& Missouri Native Plant Society
http:/ /www.missourinativeplantsociety.org/

&R Missouri River Communities Network
http:/ /www.moriver.org/raingardens/raingardens.html
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Recommended Book List

R Aquatic and Wetland Plants of Missouri

Daniel I. Combs, Ronald D. Drobney; Missouri
Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit

R Water Plants for Missouri Ponds

James R. Whitley, Barbara Bassett, Joe G. Dillard,
Rebecca A. Haefner; Pub. MDC



Questions?
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