
 

What factors affect how we live  
and grow in and around Columbia 

Expense of maintaining 
infrastructure 

Infrastructure 

• Parks 
• Sewers 
• Green spaces 

Community Gardens 

Schools 

Heath Care 

Aging in place 

• Affordable 
• Accessible 

Access To 

Grocery Stores  

Safety 

Increasing crime -night 

Universities 

Students important –  
• Keep young professionals 
• Vibrant environment and 

jobs to keep students after 
graduation 

Vibrant Downtown 

• Recreation 
• Outdoor cafes 
 

Access to 
Employment 

For all socio-economic classes 

For all ages - # of 
retirees increasing 

Entertainment - 
attractions 

• ARC  
• True/False 
• Roots n Blues 

Transportation 

Driving from point A to point B 
• Siting new development 
• Accessibility (Wilson’s on Forum) 

Student transportation 

Increase in traffic on streets 

Access to/from Columbia for 
conferences, university, etc Sense of Community 

Closeness 

Urban density to decrease sprawl 

Small scale neighborhoods 

Parks close to house 

Planning for all infrastructure 

Placement – reliance on 
private vehicles  

Healthy food 

Affordable food 
Environment for 
young professionals  

Gathering Places 

Access to schools  

East/West access 
in Columbia  

Bike/walk 

Communication 

Maintain good public 
communication 

Need input into issues  

Quality of schools 

Housing 

Downtown area 

Moving further 
out – a problem 

Retirees 

Columbia – top 25 
places for retirees 

Family day care 

Zoning 

City policies 

Coordinate public/ 
private infrastructure 

Form-based zoning 

Jobs 

Job creation 
• Smart technology 
• Living wage 


