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5 In My Eyes %
Do By Allie Lopez po
Tye As | walk into Spanish class, | know what’s coming.... Tyd
;7;& You may talk in Spanish, but no English! ;7;&
;2 So as we're talking about verbs and vocabulary, my mind starts to wander g{v‘o
< What if | went to a Spanish speaking county and | couldn’t speak their language? <
A . A
Zv; But | can, and | have my family and my teacher to thank for that because.... };
Ivd In my eyes everybody matters! Iy
393 When | walk into the familiar small white house, T9g
3% | see my friends grinning and many pictures on the painted wall. 3%
;tv A family with parents from England does things differently than my own, and that’s the ;'y
o cool thing. P
Iyd Eating new delicious foods and playing funny games. Ty d
€« D AAV4
Tyd Exchanging different cultures is a special thing because.... Ty
v \4
I In my eyes everybody matters! g
b A On those few Sunday mornings that I've stepped into the cold church, I've been I
Jvd . Jwd
% surprised. <5
< . . . . ..
P Laughter fills the air and movies fill the television screen. PO
Iyd I've stepped into a totally different world with new cultures and religions. Ty s
€ <«
Ty d I've always thought of a church as being boring with organ music, Iy d
;7;& But | was wrong. ;7&20
« Friends having a good time and talking about something they believe in, without bein «r
Yy 4 . . . Yy €
<% udged is what it's all about because... <
4 4
Ty In my eyes everybody matters! Jvd
D A% D A%
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Iyd What if you didn’t have Rights? v d
<« <«
2;; By Yousuf Jayyousi :,‘;
Iyd Iy s
2 Imagine if you were outside, thirsty with no money and you can’t drink from G
;'Av a water fountain. This is what was happening over forty years ago to African ;tv
;g Americans, just because they had different skin color. They were not counted as a ;g
Iyd whole person and there were many other rights they didn’t have. Uy
« «r
Ty 2 _ _ _ Iyt
;7;? I think everyone should count because there is no difference between ;7;20
2% people based on religion, color or race. It's not fair that some people get better DI
:{% jobs and schools, when the parents also need money to survive, and the children ;ﬁ
2V; need the same education. A long time ago if you looked around, you would see 2V;
E;v‘g black people and different nationalities that were suffering because they didn’t 2;;
T4q have their own rights. Just think if you didn’t have rights, you should be sad and T4q
Vo Wo
b s
oo We have to work hard to not let this happen again. e
«% «
i o
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< Why We Matter <5
Iod ; It d
PO By Shahd Jaouni o
Iy d Iy
«% «
Ie Let me tell you why everyone matters. Tyd
«% «
Iyd Ty d
27 If someone doesn’t count they would feel bad. If you were left out what would you do? | R
< think we are all equal no matter who we are. | think we all should have the same rights <
A . A
Zv; and freedom. We are all human beings. We all should be able to speak up and express };
Iy ourselves. Iy
«% «
Uyd Uy
3% It really doesn’t matter how we look, act and what language we speak. It also doesn’t 3%
;tv matter what religion we practice. A long time ago, our forefathers were not fair. Blacks ;'y
;Yéo and whites weren’t equal. If we aren’t equal to each other now, we would go back to ;é
ivd their time. That can lead to a civil war. ird
Ivd ivd
;;2 People from all over the world should be equal. In my class, we are from different 3;4
DY countries but we get along well. Sometimes we argue but we make up quickly. 3%
:{% Sometimes we express ourselves by voting. We vote about where to go and what to do. j{éo
< . . <
;Yg Voting is a good way to express yourself. -;g
Iyd Iyd
<% : : 7
Ty d Every four years, we think about who we want to rule our nation, so we vote. That way Iy d
;7;& we can tell everyone who we think is the best one for the job. ;7&20
«n «7
Iyd - : , o Ty d
% Some people in the world are either greedy or they don’t respect other opinions. If we %
V]; stop that, we can live in peace and harmony. This would lead to a better planet. 2';
Iyd Iyd
« - : : . th «
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o Everyone Counts oy
«z By Gabriel Paddock 5
v d Ty d
3% . 3%
-;g Everyone Counts because everyone makes a difference. Anyone can -;g
Uy 4 change the world! It does not matter what color you are. It does not matter if you Uy 4
353 have special needs or if you are in a wheelchair or if you are small or tall. It does 395
gg not matter if you are really weird, we need to make sure that everyone in our g;‘z:
éfvo community counts. If you don't let people come and make a difference then | don't’ ;7;%,
o think you can make a difference. P éx
Iyd Iyl
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Po By Eric Becker Po
Iyd Iy s
I If not for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., think about where we as a country would be. T
G I know, | can't really picture it clearly either because | have the pleasure of growing up in D
PO a time and country of equality. In the 1800s, it wouldn’t have been possible to have an <z
37;4 . . . Coa :7;4
P African-American president, but now thanks to the civil rights movement, | can be proud P
Ty ive i u iV ion, fu i igions. Uy d
P to live in an equal and diverse nation, full of different races and religions pa
Iy At one point in time, African-Americans were considered 3/5 of a Caucasian, and Tyd
343 as | think about that now, I'm sure you agree that this was a pretty terrible thing. But 4G
D thanks to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other citizens such as Rosa Parks, all of this DI
QYA% was changed. Now, the U.S. Government considers everyone equal, no matter race, {

< .. <.
Péx religion or age. P&
Iy Yet around me | also see racism and hate, which | believe, is one of the stupidest Iy 4
5 . . o «
Tyd things to feel towards another human being. Just because someone is different than Iy d
2% ourself isn’'t reason to hate them. You should accept people for who they are and not 5%
v v
g;@ their intelligence, skin color, gender or race. 5%
e Think about if African-Americans were never brought to America. We wouldn’t ;YA%
2V; have Rap, R&B, Hip-Hop, Jazz or Soul music, no Gospel choirs in Sunday churches, no 2V;
E;v‘g “soul” food, no Fubu shoes, no Fresh Prince of Nickelodeon. Do you like peanut butter? 2;;
Tyd Well, even that was invented by an African-American named George Washington T4
gg Carver, along with over 400 other peanut products. g;i;
g;"v; | believe everyone counts in our community because we need variety. Variety g;%,
P breaks us free from the norm, and it allows us to explore different beliefs and ideas. Just <«
4 . . . . . . 4
2v; walking around downtown, | can easily find Chinese restaurants, pizza places, and Thai 2v;
Iy restaurants, and houses of worship that are all packed in one small area. Iy
335 If you ever get tired of one thing, just exploring our immensely diverse communit 3G
* Vo DA
3% can allow you to easily find something new and exciting to get you out of the rut of being 3%
«Wo . - N &
5 stuck in your regular lifestyle. rh
< . . . <
PO At my previous small school, most likely 97% of the students were white. Only <
Vj; three or four students were African-American and | don’'t remember one that was Asian, }‘;
Ty d aside from a couple of exchange students. Now, in Columbia, there are a number of Iy d
353 Asian and African-American students and friends I've made, and | couldn’t imagine not 95
b b seeing the variety and culture around me all the time. b A
I a4 Yy €
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PO Everyone Counts o5
J4 4 I ¢
P By Clara Brand o
Iy d Iy
(A% . . LAY
353 Everyone is different but should be treated all the same 4G
«% «
Iyd . : Ty d
% No one has the right to bully or cause others pain «x
Iyd Ty d
by - - | | B2
o When Martin Luther King was young he tried and tried to teach Péa
Iyd Iyl
393 “We should not fight back with words or hate, we should fight back with love,” he T9g
;;2 preached ;;‘
5 o5
PO No matter what your skin color: if you're black, or tan, or white P
ivd try to do what Martin says and do the thing that’s right ird
Iyl ivd
;;2 You should include everyone with every single ounce 3;4
DY Just make sure you do remember everybody counts 3%
;g Never leave out anybody from a conversation, ;g
2v‘; ‘Cause after all we are just part of one big human nation }‘;
Iy s Iy s
DI Gentry Middle School, 6" Grade %
Jvd . )
;;2 Miss Brown ;;2
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I Everyone Counts DY
;;2 By Benjamin Anderson ;;Z
5 o5
Pe In Columbia there are many cultures, races and religions. We should not take PO
2v‘; our diversity for granted because without it, we would not be the community we are 2v‘;
Ivd today. Diversity is like a symphony. Each instrument contributes its different sound I
I to make beautiful music. Without any one instrument, the symphony would not be T
2 complete. In this same way, for the same reasons, everyone counts; everyone is G
;'Av important. Every person adds their own flavor to the stew. Albert Einstein, born in ;tv
;g Germany, brought with him to the U.S. theories that revolutionized science. The ;g
2v‘; blues came from the laments and work songs of the slaves in the south. }‘;
Iy d All of these flavors together form our delicious stew, our society, but not only Iy d
;7;& must we remember that everyone counts but we must help others know that too. ;7;&0
2% Some lack the confidence to share their ideas, worried that they will be ridiculed or DI
:{% criticized. Those who don’t lack confidence should do their best to help others ;ﬁ
2V; discover it within themselves, for without their flavors, the stew will be bland. 2V;
Iyd Iyl
«% - - «
ey Smithton Middle School, 7" Grade T4
;;2 Ms. Vandeloecht ;;Z
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Ba By Rachel Brenner B
Tpd United we stand Td
G Divided we fall D
e With nothing to break us 5
Po Nothing at all. o
Iyd This is the dream Ty d
% 5
Ind Together as one Iy
343 To help undo o5
D What our ancestors have done. DI
5 Light skinned or dark A
< . . <.
Péx What difference is there? P&
E;v‘g Everyone counts 2:;
Tyd So why should we care? Iyd
I Dark or light Y
a5 But everyone counts o1
P For that, we must fight. 5
Ppo So live the dream po
E;v‘g Distribute equality to all 2v‘;
Tyd Because united we stand, T4
V}E Divided we fall V}E
Iyd Iy s
grio - : th gﬁvo
P West Junior High, 8" Grade PO
D4 Ms. Michelle Jones Ivd
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- Columbia Values Diversity: Everyone Counts -
oo By Ella Taylor A
J4q R
Iy Jyd
% . 5
Ivd “Everyone Counts” means a lot to me. Everybody should count. Basically Tyt
343 everybody matters. People all over the world should matter. It doesn’t matter if you 793
o;;& have different colored skin or different colored hair, or if you come from a different gg
3‘2 culture. Everybody counts. Everybody matters. 9‘2
PO Nobody should be left out or feel left out because basically everybody’s the <
, . . . A
Ppo same. It doesn’t matter if you want to become a teacher, an artist, a bus driver, or P
Iy maybe even a singer. Just because somebody speaks a different language doesn't Ivd
353 mean they are not a part of you or shouldn’t be included. Nobody should be left out or 395
b be treated mean. As the old saying goes “treat people they way you would want to be 3%
Vo ” Vo
P treated. ©r
A . . . . A
2'; Everybody on this planet should count in everything! | think people should love 2';
2v‘; who they are and who other people are, too. Don't just give up on someone. Show }‘;
Ty d them they will always, always count. Iy d
T4 u unity w w i T4
3% If our community wants people to feel they matter then we need places like a 3%
2% school, a public place where people all different shapes, sizes, and colors can go. A 2%
Po ublic place is for everybody like we have right here in Columbia, Missouri. Like the P
4 4
Ppo ARC. That's something that counts everybody in. P
E;v‘g Everybody counts just like you and me! 2v‘;
944 9344
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< Our Columbia <5
4 4
Po By Jacque Arnold P
E;vg “I have a dream,” he said. :v‘;
Iyd So does Columbia, Tvd
343 “Dreams can come true,” she said. 793
;2 Even in Columbia. g{v‘o
:ijo “We are many parts,” they sang. _ I{%
Zv; Hispanics, African-Americans, Caucasians };
Iy d We are Columbia. Ty s
) & Vo
393 Hindu, Muslim, Catholic, Jewish, Christian T9g
3% We call Columbia HOME. 3%
P 3/5 of a person no longer PO
Iyd i Iy
P We are whole people of a whole community P
4 “ . . ” . 4
2v; Not an end, but a beginning,” he said. 2v;
Iyd That is Columbia. %
I Gather your family e
DY Gather your friends 3%
-~ Gather your students o
v d i Uy
gY& (H3athe_r tgglethebr_ Life ?:E
Uy ere in Columbia. Uy
B A 13 ” H DA
Ty d Together we are Strong, apart we are Weak,” he said. Iy d
;7;& Love, Respect, Safety ;7&20
K Somewhere in Columbia. 2E
-~ Everyone is in need <
v d i Vv d
’t‘% Everyone is whole ;FO
ng Everyone counts :v;
Te Everyone in Columbia. Tyd
343 Join hands and walk together 9%
g;"v: With people of Columbia. g;"v;
< “My country,” we sing. <
Ba My community Ty d
b A . B A
Ty Your community. v
343 Here we are in OUR Columbia. 793
% 5
Uyd : , h Uy
% Jefferson Junior High, 9 Grade SRy
<G Mrs. Spate-Smith <
Iyd Ty d
% «x
pa Everyone Counts P
Iyd By Jzhia Allwood Iyd
% DA
v d Ty d
b S
Vo Wo
;7;& Every person should count no matter how they look, or how their voice sounds or ;7;?;
% their skin color. So look past the skin. =%
PO Just because of slavery, you still shouldn’t treat races different. If your friend is a <«
4 . . . 4
2v; racist, you shouldn’t be. You should teach the right thing to do. All cultures, all races, 2v;
Ivd and all religions should be important to our history. Our goal should be to come together Iy
353 as one and treat everyone equal. 395
33 Enjoy your race, be proud of your race, and represent your race. Then our 3%
e Vo . . N
5 community would be a better place. | know that if we all work together and the world <5
;Y§ was not segregated then more people would be happy. | know everyone counts! ;Y§
Iyd Iy s
SEVO th ﬂrvo
It Russell Boulevard Elementary, 5™ Grade Tyt
e Mrs. Smith i
b b
N v
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v Columbia Values Diversity: Everyone Counts! Do
pa By Humera Lodhi }‘;
Iys Iy s
;7;? | looked around my local grocery store, as | tried to find a bouquet of flowers as a ;7;?;
DI gift for my mother. | passed roses, marigolds, lilies, and tulips. All of these flowers %
PO look beautiful, but there was just something that stopped me from picking them. ;YA%
2V; Suddenly, | saw the perfect vase. It was absolutely enchanting, like a collage, only 2V;
?v‘g one or two of each type of flower. | grinned and | quickly purchased my selection. Uy
Ted e
% My mom gave me a tight hug as | handed her the gift. | was sure | had picked the D
<7V4 <7'4
<% right bouquet. All the other ones which contained only one type of flower looked %
JA 4 P
PO pretty but also boring. All the flowers were the same; none had a different color or <«
4 . M - . 4
Jwd design. The vase | had picked out what unique and “alive”. It had a splash of color Ivd
D A% <
Iy that the other pots didn’t and it was truly mystical. And as | greedily picked out the Iy d
355G tulip from the bouquet | had bought my mom | looked down and was shocked. The g
gg flowers looked different, they no longer had that special touch so | quickly returned gg
342 the tulip back to its original location. Each flower had something special to give the 342
PO bouquet. If | took even one out, the whole effect was ruined and the vase was no P
A . . 4
2v; longer the prettiest. Every single flower counted. Zv;
Iyd Iyl
343 Columbia, Missouri is like this bouquet. Each person is a different type of flower. 793
bS] Every person is unique and that is what shapes our city and makes it magical. If %
Ty 4 . )
«v we were al the same we would be like a bouquet of one type of flower, gorgeous <«
J & J&
;g but endlessly tiring. If one person was ignored or taken away from Columbia, we ;g
Iyd would not be the city we are today. So, no matter how old or you, tall or short, Iyl
<« <«
nd color or ethnicity, never think you don’t count because everyone counts! Tyd
=% Gentry Middle School, 7" Grade %
P Ms. Bergman PO
Ipd Ty d
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Be Black and White 5
4 . 4
AL By Russell Nichols oo
Iyt Iyl
% , : . «
Iy The white people are like kings. Iy d
% «y
Ipd Ty d
b The black people are like peasants. 3%
;g But a man named Martin Luther King, Jr. was like the black knight fighting for ;g
E;v‘g justice not with his fists but with his words. 2v‘;
Iyt Iyl
353 And won. 395
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Be Everyone Counts <
o By Krista Ward h o
Iys Iy s
% . . . . : . 7
Ivd On the surface people might think everyone is being treated equally but in reality Iy d
3% it's not like that at all. People who were told they were less of a person probably felt like 4G
1% they were less of a person on the inside. They were probably upset and felt like they 3%
;'Av weren’t worth anything. We don’t want people thinking the whole community is against ;tv
vd them, let alone the whole world. We want everyone in the community to feel like the v
B A% DA
Iyd count! Tyd
% . «
Ind The phrase everyone counts means that we treat everyone with the same Ty d
343 amount of love, respect, and hope. If someone is in trouble we should all try our best to 9%
a5 help. We all come from the same place so looking down on one another shouldn’t be an D]
;YAOVO issue; but we all know it is. Clothes are just clothes; shoes are just shoes and some of {
2'; us are less fortunate than others. If people see appearance as a problem, then maybe 2';
ivd they should fix it. Help instead of hurt! 2;;
Tye | personally think it's important to make sure everyone counts in your community Tyd
;ﬂ;& because then your community will run well. By working together and involving everyone Q&E
% it would decrease crime, graffiti and just overall conflict. | think that by involving %
:{"vo everyone in the community they will feel important and live happier lives! :{%
2v; In order for me to involve everyone in the community, | would come up with fun, 2V;
277‘5 safe and understandable activities that everyone could relate to. We could clean up ?v‘g
?;o: areas that need help; we could plant trees to help the environment, we could come up ";;;
;7;42 with a group that brings awareness about community crime! We could do a lot of things ;7;?;
;x and if we work together there are endless possibilities. 3‘2
< _ N <
P Douglas High School, 10" Grade Po
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5 A Time for Change <

4 - 4
< By Olivia Johnson <
Iyd Ty d
«5 . , . «
Iy It kills me how one black person can turn their nose up at another black person while a Ty o
3;2 white man is looking down on both of them saying black people can't act right nowhere. 3;2
3% When will we learn? That you're going to need one another at the end to rise above the 35
;'Av hate and racism in the world which we call home today. How are you going to look ;tv
o down or talk about somebody else when at the end of the day we all are human no race P
2:; better than another, no person better than another cause everyone counts in the world }‘;
] population in the state, city. Just try to remember how many people died to let us to Tyt
353 even say that we were equal and that everyone counts. Remember and keep Dr. King’s 395
DA speech alive. “l have a dream.” b A
v d Ty d
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Po By Maria Doerr P
Iyd ivd
<% %
Tye When | look around at all the faces, Tyd
343 Do | see race, wealth or superiority? 793
% No. %
Ty d ; Uy
~ _ | see a seeking people <~
Pe | see in each face a purpose and a dream; P
Ipd Not one worth less than another; Iyd
343 | see in each face T9g
3% A common dream becoming a reality, 3%
;'Av A dream conveyed to me by Dr. Martin Luther King ;'y
PO To break those chains of discrimination; o
pa Each mind has something to share, ird
Ivd Each person a song to be sung; Ind
I Should one be told not to sing, g
DY As others sing loud? 3%
-~ A few select voices, o
< . . . <
Pé Of those which fit a special class, Pés
2v‘; Cannot sing democratically, peacefully; }‘;
Ty d A united hymn must be sung, Iy d
;7;& Each person unique with vitality; ;7&20
a5 Contributing in different ways, 2E
-~ Each necessary in our enlightened verse, -~
Po With king-like purpose P
Uyd To peacefully state Uy
<% : - %
T Our belief of equality, Iy d
343 And to rise up as one 9%
g;"v‘o To the sunlit path of justice with all people, g;"v;
< Each an individual, vital mind, <
Iyd Uy
grvo A purpose and dream that counts afyo
Jvd Jvd
343 Columbia Independent School, 9" Grade 793
% %
I Mr. Stuhlman DY
<% <%
Ty Iy
395 Everyone Counts Y
;;2 By De’Nayah Hyler ;;2
% DA
A . . A
2'; | think everyone counts because we are all human and should all be treated with 2';
E;v‘g respect. Some people use to be treated like animals because of the color of their skin. | 2;;
Tyd don’t think that’s fair since we are human. Some people couldn’t go in to a place Iyd
353 because there was a law that had signs everywhere for a certain color. 395
g;% | want to make sure everyone counts because | don’t want to grow up letting g;%
PO people get my self-esteem down easy. Everyone’s ideas should be heard. God made <«
4 . . . 4
2v; us the way we are for a reason and because of this we shouldn’t be made fun of. This is 2v;
Ivd why everyone counts. Iy
353 Martin Luther King, Jr. got killed trying to undo the law of people not getting to go 395
33 to the same places. That is why to this day we have a special day for Martin Luther 3%
Vo . Wo
Bk King, Jr. St
o Remember everyone counts!!! B o
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Po By Alison Thompson P
Iyd Iy d
Vo DA
Bivd . . . . .. . L%
%_7,5 Everyone is the same if you look past their race, skin color, religion, heritage, %7;;
;7;& abilities, age, family, and personality. Just because someone is different, doesn't mean ;7;&
;2 you should treat them differently, especially meanly. | mean, why would you treat them g{v‘o
< differently than your friends? What makes you and your friends so special? Now when | <
A . A
Zv; say “everyone counts”, | don’t mean everyone counts like 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, etc, | mean };
Ivd everyone is together. Like a family, a team, a group. Everyone participates. Iy s
393 Now, a long time ago, blacks weren't treated fairly. Whites made the blacks their T9g
3% slaves. Sometimes a slave’s owner would make them work and then the owner would 3%
;tv take the money and keep it. Finally, slavery ended. But there was segregation after ;'y
o that. Blacks lived on a whole other street. But thanks to Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa o
2v‘; Parks, and other blacks, segregation ended. 2v‘;
Ivd After reading the second paragraph, don’t you think you should start treating Ind
;;2 people differently? Not only blacks, but everyone around you, well you should. Not 3;4
DY matter if they are Asian, Scottish, Irish, American, English, French, or Jamaican, they 3%
:{% count, and so do you. So if you're left out, tell them this story. Stand up for yourself, j{éo
< <
P because you deserve better than that. PO
944 944
« Vo Vo
«% 7
Ty d Russell Boulevard Elementary, 5" Grade Iy d
«5 i «
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<5 It Doesn’t Matter <~
Ty 2 i Tyt
»‘YFo By Alycia Soloman ;Fo
o bs
Ty d Your Race — Iy d
3% It doesn’t matter what color you are. 3%
Vo . . DA
4% That's diversity. 3%
v d Ty d
s S
P Your Background — PO
Zv‘g It doesn’t matter if you had slave for you ancestors or not. }‘;
Iyd That’s diversity. Tyd
«5 «
Iyd o Ty d
27 Your Disability — 2
PO It doesn’t matter if your disability is shown or not. <«
Uy 4 's di ' Ty 2
s{vo That's diversity. ;yo
i o
Tvd Your Life — Td
3% It doesn’t matter if your mom and dad live with you. 35
-~ That's diversity. <
v d Ty d
« _ «r
Ppo Your Community — P
] It doesn’t’ matter if you disagree with someone or not. Tyt
353 That's diversity. 395
2% 5
-~ Diversity — =
Ppo That's Columbia, Missouri P
Iy d Lange Middle School, 6" Grade Ty s
«% «
Iy s Mr. Moore Ty
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Everyone Counts
By Cullen Dutton

Jane Adams once said, “The good we secure for ourselves is precarious and
uncertain until it is secured for all of us and incorporated into our common life.”
When my mom first told me this quote, | did not understand it, but as | have
gotten older | not only understand it better | appreciate it more.
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fﬂf | understand Adams quote as meaning everyone counts or everyone should
jﬂf count in our community, our country, our world. Everyone should be treated

Zv‘ equally no matter what race he or she is or what religion they practice. People
sz should be treated equally no matter how much money they have or how many

I possessions they own. | try hard everyday to remember how lucky | am to have
v‘, good parents, family, a good home, and a good school. | understand this is not
1;;4 the case for everyone though.

;v The first time | really understood this is when | was six years old. | was

b shopping at Wal-Mart with my mom when | noticed a boy in the store who was

;' about the same age as me. The first thing | noticed when | saw him was that he
< didn’t have shoes on. He was also alone for the moment and looked very hungry
: because he was trying to open a bag of cookies. When | walked up to him | said
‘v “hi” and “are you alone?” He replied, “no” and then ran to another isle. After that
%;f | went back to my mom and said | wish that other people could have the same

Iy stuff as me if they already do not have it. | felt a little guilty for having so much

when others had so little.

Now that | am 12 years old, | notice other things that we all need but may not
all have. We need equal opportunities for education. We all need access to
healthcare. We all need food, clothing, and shelter. We all need a community to
support us and people to love us. | have learned that everyone counts. Anne
Frank once said, “We all live with the objective of being happy, our lives are all
different and yet the same.” | think everyone would be happier if we took the
time to help each other. After all, everyone counts.
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< Celebrating Diversity <5
4 N 4
Po By: Marquis Ledoux P
Iyd ivd
Ve . . . . . L%
%.7,5 There was a time in America when people from a different race other than white %7;;
343 were beaten and treated like dirt rather than human beings. They weren't even 793
;2 considered a whole human. They were considered three-fifths of a human. Meaning g{v‘o
< that they weren’t given any rights, they couldn’t vote and they couldn’t have any say in <
A . e A
Pe what happened to them and their families. P
Ivd | think that everyone should be treated equally. No one man is better than Iy s
343 another. No one should be judged by the color of their skin. Black, white, red, brown. T9g
3% They all come together in harmony just like an artist’s painting using all different colors to 3%
W5 . . B
<5 create something beautiful. <5
PO I have many friends from different cultures and backgrounds. | treat them all with o
2:; respect and dignity. | don’t put them down because of a stereotype and what happened 2v‘;
Ivd in the past. | see them for who they are, and we all value each others opinion. | don’t Ind
;;2 judge people for what their skin color is, | judge them on their character. 3;4
DY My teacher is from a different country and her religion is a lot different from mine. 3%
PO | still don't criticize her or make rude comments about her people. If | have a problem P
I A4 . . . . , I 4 ¢
o with her, | approach it with the same respect as | give my other teachers. If | don't, | try b
2v‘; to apologize because | must have been in a bad mood or something. }‘;
Ty d Diversity is important, and I'm glad that I'm celebrating it. Without it, | probably Iy d
;7;& wouldn’t have most of my friends. And | would probably not be in America because my ;7&20
DA family is from South America in Guiana. «
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Vo D) 4
;7;% Egalitarianism will be the day when equality lives. This will be when money no longer defines ;7;
b A our abilities. This will be when nothing but one’s attitude can set them apart from the crowd. x,
;Yg This will be when race, gender and lifestyle do not decide our paths. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. <
Iy d dreamed of justice. America can and will have justice, and when it does it will be on our Iy
DI shoulders. When the amount of responsibility one has for this cause, the weight will be lighter. DY
Ty d v
g-& Justice can only come if one is willing to sacrifice their rights to gain that of others, include love o
Ty in their heart, and remove violence from their actions. P

4
4
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J4q g

) & D4
;7&? The people that take their rights for granted are the ones who could never sacrifice them for ;7;4
g-& another person. This ultimately results in stepping backwards in the opposite direction of o
o justice. In Dr. King’s speech he said, “If a man won't die for something, he is not fit to live.” His 4
Iy d statement shows that he believed that anyone who does not know the importance of equality Iy
;7&? should not have it. People can say forever they believe in equality and overall fairness, but until ;7;4
« their actions show it, they have no purpose. «
IA4 ! 94
B v
7 . . . . . <
Iyd Therefore, the best way to show one believes in equality is love. Including love in one’s heart Iy
;7'3 will overall make them a better person. Love has a power greater than anything on earth, and ‘;7'
g-& when it is accepted by someone it speaks louder than everything else. Dr. King once declared, .
P “Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into a friend.” This shows he -
YV‘g understood the power of love. Hate would never transform an enemy into a friend. Fear could Uy
?;: not, nor jealousy. While this may seem corny and cliché, the fact of the matter is: Nothing can ?;
g-& replace it. Love is indispensable because anytime anyone attempts to live without love, their X,
e true unhappiness comes forth -
DA : «
J A4 J4
Vo ) 4
?&E Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “At the center of non-violence stands the principle of love.” ?;A:
a5 After one includes love in their hearts, violence should wane. Peace will never exist if violence o1
< is among us because it will bring hatred into the thoughts of many people. The familiar saying, <
ng Violence is not the answer, is quite true. Arguments should always end with forgiveness. If it 7v§
%.7;: would end with violence the argument will become a fight. Though violence is the path our ‘;;:
g-% country has chosen, it leads our citizens into a choice. One may decide to resolve every conflict D]
P with rage, while the other may choose to discuss the situation. If more people would attempt in <
Yv‘g decipher disagreements in communication, our world would see much less violence. Dr. King'’s S’v‘g
) S inclu a mess ut vi . said, “ Vi is werfu jus T4q
’v: eech included a message about violence. He said, “Nonviolence is a powerful and just ‘V<
DA weapon, which cuts without wounding and ennobles the man who wields it. It is a sword that D
v als.” This S nonvi is a vi , bu i ainst acti v
PO heals.” This means that nonviolence is not the lack of violence, but the choice against actin 4
fag : Tag
Vv violently. Vy s
PR 7
J4 4 I«
D& . e . . D&
DI X , i u with his wife. u vi o D]
S A For example, Edgar falls into an argument with his wife. He could choose to act violently, in an oA
PO attempt to get his way. Edgar could also act nonviolently if he were to choose to discuss the <«
E;v‘g problem and work it out through conversation. His two choices are separate in the way they Zv‘g
Td stand, both opposite in resolving one situation. If Edgar wants peace in his relationship he Tvd
DI should choose the discussion. D
JA4¢ J4 ¢
Vo Wo
1% A . . R - i . DA
Zv‘g Overall, justice will only come if one is willing to sacrifice their rights to allow that of their Zv‘g
Td neighbor, include love in their heart, and remove violence from their actions. Martin Luther King Tvd
g;% Jr. believed this to be the only way to solve tension. Columbia, Missouri is home to many g;z)
PO opinions, some more rational than others, but we are all equal. Justice has come, and will <«
Yv‘g improve forever as long as people can follow Dr. King's guidelines. Everyone deserves an f’v‘g
%.7;0: equal chance to speak, and this will happen. Egalitarianism will be the day when equality lives. ‘;;o:
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