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e A Vision for Columbia’s Growth P
I @ - I
Péx By Sydney Goggins P&
T4 4 T4
< <&
Tyd I envision a Columbia that grows not just in size, but in tolerance and appreciation Uyd
<« . . . . . P
T4 for all the different races and cultures that make up this great city. Tolerance is essential Tyd
i in any society that is both functional and fair, and I believe that the roots of tolerance are Ted
;7;& in a strong sense of community. We learn tolerance or hate at a very young age. We need ;7;&
DIt to teach the next generation to be kind and fair-minded toward all people, regardless of %
Vo . . . Vo
% race, class or religion. But how do we do this? 5
:{"vo In my own life, here are some things that I do to build peace and justice in my :{"vo
N . . . . <
;Ygo world. I try to make friends with new people, even when they have different ideas than I ;,ro;o
2V; do. Whenever I go somewhere, I try to talk to people who are different from me or who I :V;
:v‘; don’t know very well. Many of my friends are my age, but I get along really well with 2v‘;
%’v‘é people who are younger and older than me. I try to get to know people based on what I %’v‘é
<« . . . . . s . «7
Ind have in common with them, instead of focusing too much on the things we don’t have in Iy
I common. I read a lot about different cultures and ideas, and I try not to judge people by Ted
DI how they appear on the surface. I think all these things have helped me become more 3%
Vo Vo
DIt tolerant. T
cvs . s . . . cws
% Some of my best friends I’ve had a lot in common with, but many of my friends DRy
< have completely different interests than I do. I don’t really care about fashion at all, but <5
T4 4 y . . . . .. o - . s U d
< I’m friends with a girl who thinks her hair is perfect. I don’t like video games, but I'm <
4 . . . . 4
2'; friends with boys who love to play them. I disagree with two college students I know 2';
:v‘; politically, but I found out we had a lot of other things in common. Now we’re really :v‘;
:v‘; good friends. They’ve taught me tolerance. :v‘;
Ivd I think that to build a harmonious community, people of all ages should do two Ivd
3;2 things: 1) we should be generous and understanding of others and work to overcome our 3;2
%‘;& differences. 2) We should teach our friends, neighbors and children to do the same thing. g;&
3 Diversity is strength, not a weakness. I believe that Columbia can be a vibrant community 2%
Vo . . . . . . . Vo
% where diversity is one of its major strengths. This takes will on the part of our leaders. 2%
q{v Studs Terkel, the great oral historian, once said, “The only thing I like homogenized is ;:v
< 11 ey . . o . . . Ty 4
< my milk.” I agree with him. Life is pretty boring when every person and idea looks the P
4 . . . . 4
2'; same. The best way that we can honor Dr. King is to celebrate the many different faiths, 2';
g A: . . . g A:
Pa cultures and perspectives that make up our city not just once a year, but every day. o
Iy Iy
<z «r
Ty Iy
% S
< The Little Things <
4 . . 4
O By Daniel Lindaman P
Ty Iy
;;Z The only way to make Columbia harmonious is through the little things. 3;2
743 The small moments that get a person through the day. You see someone who forgot his or 39
G her textbook, you go out of your way to pick it up. You forgot an umbrella and it’s 25
D& .. . . . Vo
ol raining at the bus stop, the other person there shares his or hers with you. Small things 2
;Y;vo like these really brighten someone’s day. Think if everybody did these for each other all j{%
Tyd . s . . . . T
< the time. You’d have a city of cheerful people working together harmoniously. Then if <«
4 . . Pl . 4
2'; everyone was busy doing this they’d never have time to be mean or hold a grudge. The 2';
2v‘; only way to make Columbia harmonious is through the little things. 2v‘;
Ivd ivd
DI West Junior High School 3%
O 8" Grade, Mrs. Botkin <
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