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:y‘; (@ J Did 9/11 affect you? :v‘;
vf; A Yes, after September 11 there are many new limits restricting foreigners like me to hold vf;
NN certain jobs. Iyt
< _ 15
-;‘\-? Qe Would you go back if you had a chance? -;_‘\-2
;:\2 A....... Yes. After my kid graduates from the university, I'll go back to China at once. ;:E
;:\3 Mrs. Li's answers gave me a new perspective to view America through a middle-aged ;:\3
'{{; foreigner. | can tell that a foreigners’ life in America is hard, but they all have something that i'-"w
-:?\-; fuels them to pursue their American Dream. They try their best to make a living among the 1?\-;
N Americans. v
<« ) «v
e Jun Liang pal
Iy 9" Grade, West Junior High e
o2 Ms. Sherry Dobbs, Teacher -
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i,‘é Interview with Emad Magbool, Pakistan z,‘é
"f; Columbia is a very diversified city, in comparison to the other towns in Missouri. On my "f;
NS block alone, there are five different cultures. | had several different choices to decide from — v <
o2 Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism. | chose to interview my neighbor Emad, he is o)
"1‘3 Muslim and has resided in Columbia for three years. ;;3
:;E Emad Magbool's home country is Pakistan. His family came here from Pakistan to the :;E
;;\'3 United States because they wanted their children to receive a better education Emad’s family ;;\'3
;Y‘{? taught him the language and cultures of his home country. His nuclear family resides in the '4'.‘{7
iy; United States; he also has aunts, uncles, and distant cousins still living in Pakistan. Emad and 5’:_;
NS his family lived in New York City until 1999, they then moved to St. Louis. Emad then moved to NS
o2 Columbia to attend the University of Missouri. Sy
;,‘\_3 Emad enjoys his American life. One of the aspects that he enjoys most is the diversity; ;,‘\_3
o2 that people can work and come together, peacefully as one. He says that Muslims are too often o)
& stereotyped, especially since September 11th, and it's mostly untrue. Most think that Muslims oIy
<% are shop owners, or cabdrivers, but they come to the United States to get a higher education <%
"f; and a good job. He has experienced discrimination some because of his culture. As an "f;
Ty American citizen, he believes that he has equal rights, and the same rules as Americans. Ty
-;;4‘3 Although there has always been some discrimination and racism present against different gv;\z
% cultures and religions, it has increased severely since September 11th. But, Emad says that he %
b would not have any desire to return to Pakistan where there is a very high crime rate and there o
Yj\.: is also a lot of poverty. ?‘y_‘\;
f’j\; | learned a lot from interviewing Emad. He was a very interesting person who is proud of iv.‘\-?
Iy his culture. We, as a society should try to come together to try to learn about each other and Iye
q‘v.z what their cultures are all about. V‘v‘z
q‘;‘: Krista Sommer q‘;z
b} 9th Grade West Junior High X
P4 Ms. Sherry Dobbs, Teacher <%
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;,:;7 Being an Immigrant, Iran ;{-.'w
v o NS |
;:\'7 My father moved to the United States ten years ago with my mom and older sisters. My 4';\'?
NS . . . . NS |
3 dad wants his friends to know about our kindness, respect for other people especially for elderly %
i?; people, how we share what we have with poor people, and about our delicious food. He came iv_;
Iy to the United States to pursue higher education and came with one BA. degree and on MA. NN
o2 degree. Even though he could continue his education toward a Ph.D. degree in Iran, he S
;v.\} preferred to come to the United States because he knew the quality of education would be "1‘3
:-‘\'3 better in this country. :.‘.E
;:\3 My father likes the United States because of the broad diversification in this country and ;:\3
'{{; because of the opportunity for everyone to go to school and pursue higher education. He '4'-‘\'7
i?\-; believes that the United States is a land of opportunities, and whoever works hard can achieve 1'_;
Iy his or her goal. Itis easy in the U.S. to have access to any new research or new findings. This Iy
o2 may not be true in other countries. "
;¢\.3 My dad misses his relatives and friends who are living in Iran. He especially misses ;»‘\.3
<% . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Ty playing soccer with his friends and living in an Islamic state in which everything is ruled by the Iyie
o)A Islamic law. He keeps his culture alive by communicating with his relatives and friends in Iran 3
'{{; and teaches his children the same culture, as well as going to the mosque and meeting and i'-"w
::; praying with other Muslims. ::;
::\; My father would like to go back to Iran and share his knowledge and experience and ::\;
-';?\-; experience with his fellow Iranians. Hopefully, in the near future he is planning to teach six 1',;
N months in the U.S. and six months in Iran. What my father does not like about the U.S. is the N
o2 issue of racism. He says that racism is everywhere and we should be prepared to face it. That "
;;.\3 is, we need to learn how to deal with it. After he received his Ph.D. a few years ago and applied b
<% for a teaching position, he had a very unpleasant experience caused by racism. However, that '4'-‘\';
i?; experience dd not hurt my father because he knows that in order to achieve success, one 5’]_;
V:‘; needs to be strong and work hard. ":‘;
Vf; My dad’s life style has not changed or at least he has done his best to keep it vf;
Iy unchanged since he came to the United States. He thinks that the only real Americans are Iy
o2 Native Americans, whoever has come to the U.S. must follow the same rules and have the o2
;&3 same rights. It dpes not matter whether a person came to the U.S. yesterday or many years :;‘E
3 ago. We are all immigrants and part of the great American nation. Everybody was treated %
i?; equally before September 11, 2001. However, the situation is changed after September 11 and iv_;
Iy Arab and Muslim Americans were treated differently. Educated and open-minded people Iy s
<% . . . . 4%
Iid throughout the United States have respect toward people from other countries, including people Yyid
> I} from the Middle East. Unfortunately, this is not true among ordinary people who are greatly I
<v influenced by the media propagandas against Muslims. However, one must overlook this and v
f’j\-: assume that the majority of Americans are tolerant of all types of people. 5’:_‘\-7
yd Zahra Dorestani vd
Ty 4™ Grade, Islamic School of Columbia Ty'e
q‘v)} Miss Najwa Rashidi, Teacher q‘v“z
v v
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3 Interview of Ruben Lopez, Cuba B
NS . . . NS
v{w Qe How did your family decide to come to the U.S.? :'-‘w
) v
< A...... My parents decided to leave Cuba because of Fidel Castro, the dictator. When you live 15
;{\} in a dictatorship you have no freedom. In 1965 my father decided to leave Cuba, but ;7'-‘\':
3 since he was a doctor, we had to wait 7 years, so we left in 1972. That was when we Py
:v‘; got permission to leave Cuba. :v‘;
Vf; Qv What do you miss about your country? 1;;
U UL
;:\'; A..... Cuba is an island, and we lived in the south part of the island in a bay. The one thing | '4'.‘\;
i?\; miss the most is the ocean. Some of my best memories are when | went to my iv_\;
Iy grandfather’s house on this little island in the middle of the bay and as a kid he took me NS
o2 fishing and swimming. | also miss that our family was divided because some of my o)
< aunts and uncles and also some of my grandparents left Cuba before we did. Also we 15
;{\} had all of the relatives that left after we did so our family was divided. That is something ;7'-‘\}
3 that | miss a lot, being around my family. Py
N . Ty
f‘w Qe How do you keep your culture alive here? v«'-‘w
Ypd . . . . Yy
I3 A...... We celebrate our big Christmas dinner on December 24. My poor wife has had to adapt ol
;:\} to the Cuban tradition. We eat fresh ham, black beans and rice, fried plantains, and flan, '4'.‘{;
i?\; a type of dessert. 1 also like to speak Spanish with my parents and | am always asking iv_\;
Iy my kids to speak Spanish so when they get to the 7th grade they can speak Spanish NS
o2 forever and ever. o)
<« _ <%
.:y‘; Q.. Would you go back if you had a chance? Y:‘;
Vf; A....... I will not go back to Cuba until Fidel Castro dies and Cuba becomes a free county. That "f;
NS is the only way | would to back to Cuba. Ty
<% <%
"f; Qo How has your lifestyle changed since moving here? "f;

4 4
::; A It's difficult to say because | was 11 years old when | moved here so | have lived here for ::;
iy\; 31 years. When you are a little kid you don't really have a lifestyle. Going back to my iy\;
NS family, though, one thing that a lot of my family lived in the town where we lived in so | NS
o2 got to see them a lot, whereas here in the U.S. they live in St. Louis, and my aunts and o)
= uncles live in Miami or Colorado. But my parents live here in Columbia. oIy
Yy Yy
A Sara Rohrs L
.VV.‘ th . . Yv.‘
& 7" Grade, Smithton Middle School £
v Mrs. McCarty, Teacher v
i 4
2 2
“v %
Iy . . . Iy
> Interview with Keshab Gangopadhyay, India w
B A N 4
q‘v)z Qe Tell me a little about your culture. q‘v“z
:,4‘3 A Family is a very strong thing. Family takes part in celebrations and every day life. :;2
I Family is what helped get us through the hard times. Since family is so important the DI
,'47‘\'2 marriage rate is high and the divorce rate is low. On many occasions parents pick the ;'.‘\'2
pal couple, perhaps making the marriage and divorce rate the way it is. pal

4, 4
¥4 Q.....Whatis religion like in India? pal
v _ . . . T Iy
,'J‘\'z A...... There are many different religions around India but there is no discrimination between ,'.‘Ev,
17\': different religions. | grew up following the ways of the Hindu religions which is very EV_;
Iy much like Christianity. Iyd
-y > I
L %
I Iyd
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P Interview of Merele Acton, Norway s
NS . . NS
<% (o T Where did you live” <%
:"E A...... Tronteim, Norway :v. ;
y;‘; Qo How do you keep your culture alive in your home? Ty
<% . . : <%
Tyt A...... | try to keep some of the Norwegian culture alive by speaking some of the language, Yy_‘s
;;‘_3 introducing new foods, and clothing. Three out of five of my children have been to ;;‘_3
by Norway to visit family and friends. That way they are able to experience the Norwegian %
;:\} culture first hand. ;1'.‘{;
N ) ‘vd
o)A Q. What do you want your friends to know about your culture? P
Wl B A
o2 A..... | would like Americans to know that Norwegians are very nature oriented people. They o)
<% love the outdoors and take pride in their land Most Norwegians like to spend time hiking, «%
Tyt " o> P L 9 P 9 Ty
'J"w skiing, and enjoying many other outdoor activities. Cold weather and short days does <%
Py not stop Norwegians from being outside. >
HWe . . N
'{é Qe What do you like about the United States? :'-‘{7
Iy o ) , ) , S
I3 A...... | like the diverse foods offered here. | also greatly appreciate the diverse landscape the ol
<5 nation has to offer. P
Iy . . . . Iy
;:\3 Q.. How did your family decide to move to the United States? ;';\3
Wl B A
:;‘3 A..... My family moved to the United States so my father could pursue a career in nuclear :;‘3
;v‘E physics. | ;;3
7;\3 Qe Would you go back to your home country if you had a chance? ;;_E

. . . . . -
;,‘\_3 A........ Yes, | would. However, my husband is American and my children have been raised y,‘_E
o2 here. It would be difficult to ask them to leave their family and friends. | know it was and o2
:;\'3 still is, hard for me. :.‘.E
DA W
;;‘3 Q......... What do you miss about your home country? :;‘3
7;‘3 A My family and friends and the wonderful food: salmon, caviar, and chocolate. | miss ;;\_3
ey skiing. e
<5 5
e Lasal M. Hd
& 7th Grade, Smithton Middle School by
<% Mrs. McCarthy, Teacher o
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q{\: Interview with Nathalia, Brazil <5
B L . . . v
DIV Nathalia is from Brazil, but you wouldn’t know it by looking at her or talking to her. She PPV
<% lays flute, swims competitively and is a popular person in our school. <%
Iy d Pay Iy d
q«:\: Qv What would you like your friends to know about your culture? q«:\:
B A N 4
g;); A..... We have really good food! gv-.z
i (o How did your family decide to come to the U.S.? Dy
<V . <%
Iy d A....... My Dad got a job offer here. Iv's
< <&
W Q... What do you like about the U.S.? Iy
4% y «%
f’j\; A The U.S. is more active than Brazil and there are more things to do here. "f;
i i
5 5
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3 Interview with Ganze Yaran, Turkey B
I . . S . . NS
{w Ganze Yaran moved to Missouri from Turkey. She has been living in Missouri for 8 4'-3
>3 years now. W
N : : NS
f‘w When | asked Ganze why she and her family moved to America, she answered me by v«'-‘w
;Y\; saying that her parents wanted her to have a better education. “The schools in Turkey are very -]_;
:v‘; hard,” she said. “You have to wear a uniform consisting of a skirt, white shirt, and a jacket that :v‘;
e says the school name on the left side and a red ribbon in your hair.” Ganze said that life, as well Ty
by as school, is a lot easier in America. The thing Ganze misses the most about Turkey is her %
P family. P
Iy s
‘1‘3 Fashion is a big thing in Turkey. A big holiday is Birham. Birham happens every month. "1‘3
<% The people exchange presents. %
Iy s Tyd
< The people in Turkey have their own pledge of allegiance. The people in Turkey were 15
;{\} not affected by 9/11 but they felt sorry for the people that were in the towers. ;7'-‘\}
Yy : . : . : ‘p
1% Moving to America made Ganze like things that she had never liked before and go &
'{\'z places she had never gone before. Moving to America had many impacts on her life and those '4'-‘\':
i?\-; are some of the things she shared with me. iv_;

4 4
::; Natalie Nevir ::;
iy\; 7th Grade, Smithton Middle School iy\;
Iy d Mrs. McCarty, Teacher Iy e
<% <%
Iy s Tyd
o o
g e
o2 Interview of George Bihomora, Rwanda S
% . . , : . <%
Iy Qe What country did you come from and how did your family decide to come to the United NS
o2 States of America? o)
<% . . <%
:y‘; A..... I am from Rwanda and came to the United States as a refugee from genocide. :y‘;
"f; Qo Has your lifestyle changed since moving here? "f;

4 4
ZY\; A...... Yes, it has changed because | don't see many of my relatives and many also died in the 1’.5
B war Iy s
i | 8
<% Q.o What do you miss about your home country? <%
Iyd : - yd
DI A....... I miss my grandparents who are still in Rwanda. P
W W
V‘v‘z Qe How do you keep your culture alive here in the United States? gv)?
fad A...... | celebrate New Years and other holidays the way people in Rwanda celebrate the e
<% holidays. %
Yyt Yy
gv‘z Qe Would you go back to Rwanda if you had the chance? gv‘z
q‘;‘z A..... Yes, | would go back to learn more about my country and to see my relatives that | q‘;‘z
v haven’t seen for many years. %
Iyt s
g;\z Chase Baxter g;\z
,'47‘\'7_ 7th Grade Smithton Middle School ;'-‘\'7_
pal Mrs. McCarty, Teacher pal
I Ty 4
s 2
<% S Dt
7 2
i e
Iy d Iy
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oy Interview with Grace Liang, China 5
::\; China is the fourth biggest country in the world and also one of the places where ancient ::;
v civilization was developed. As | learned about China’s government, culture, and landforms in B
<4V <4V
:v‘; social studies, | knew | would be willing to visit China. | wanted to see the Great Wall, the ":‘;
Ty'e Yellow River and the Tomb of the Great Emperor. But, the thing | was most interested in was e
:;‘3 the thoughts of the native people. | was curious about how they think/feel about their culture, :;‘3
;-‘\'z what they are proud of, and how they like the U.S.A.. Through this essay experience | v«-‘\'z
;Y\-; discovered some answers about Chinese people’s thoughts as | interviewed my guest, Grace ;'_;
Iyt Liang. NN
by | j | =
<% My first question was, “Why are you proud of China?” Grace responded that she started <%
":‘; to be proud of Chinese at, since researching for some cultures of China for the Asia Day ":‘;
Ty presentation. She mentioned that she liked the calm atmosphere of the landscape paintings and Ty'e
;;‘3 the nature friendly pictures. | was reminded of my art class when she spoke about Chinese art. :;‘E
<% Since a couple of weeks ago, | started practicing Chinese brush paintings in art class and at <%
P home. Even though | was only using one color, the picture seemed colorful and vivid. | thought B
4% ' <%
:v‘; that it was a very unique way to paint in Chinese style. | guess if | were Chinese and was asked :v‘;
e for the same question, | would've also answered, “the art.” Ty
< <4
Yf\é The next topic we talked about was whether she liked living in China or the U.S.A.. :»‘E
Ty'e Maybe because of the hard question, she delayed the answer for awhile. Then she said, “I like RO
:;E both China and the U.S.A., but | think | like China a little bit more.” | could understand her. Even :'.E
:;\'z though | have been in America for only 5 months, | already miss my country, Korea. Grace and :;'w
;?\; | both agreed in this answer. As | miss my friends, my relatives, and the own language. Grace '4'.\;
:v‘; also misses living away from one’s national country is quite a hard experience. ":‘;
Vf; Though living in another culture is hard, there must be some good points in living in the vf;
:v‘; US.A.. So, | asked what she Ikes about the U.S.A.. Grace likes the school and the kind :v‘;
e people. She related that American schools have very good facilities and educational systems Ty
:v.‘j She also liked the nice teachers. :v.‘j
o2 The difference in lifestyles was the biggest curiosity | had. | thought that there must o0
:;.E have been many changes in her living. However, her answer was unlooked-for. She told me :;.E
:7-‘\} that there wasn't a real big difference. But she quickly added that there might be many :7-‘&
3 changes, but she doesn’t feel like it. | think it is because she still eats Chinese food at home 3
:v‘; and speaks Chinese with her friends. | bet she had a lot of changes after moving here, as | did, ":‘;
It but only not feeling it. Iyt
v <«%
;y‘! “Were you affected by 9/11?” It was my last question for the interview. | thought that ;y‘ﬂ
i she was in America when the 9/11 terror happened, so | expected more details about her Dy
>} feelings. However, she didn’'t remark about many things. She simply told me that she was very > I}
v afraid even now. She said that it still makes her worry and frightens her sometimes. And when <&
f’j\; it happened, she kept from going out so often so she could feel safe inside the house. | stopped :v‘;
I asking her so much about it because she seemed frightened. Nevertheless she didn’t describe Iy
gg much; I could feel that she was very afraid about 9/11. gv‘z
q‘;‘z Interviewing someone from another country (who is in the same situation as | am) was q‘;‘z
DI very interesting. While interviewing with Grace we found some more similarities between us, =
QY‘;? and | think we got more close to each other. ;'.‘;7_
pa Minyoung Lee i
vd 7th Grade, Smithton Middle School yd
Iyd Mrs. McCarty, Teacher Iyt
“v v
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3 Interview with Dr. Kerstin Roske, Germany B
NS . . . . NS
{w Three years ago Dr. Roske came to the University of Missouri from Dresden, Germany 4'-3
-:?\-; in order to do postdoctoral research in microbiology. Dr. Roske, her husband Sven, and their 1',;
:v‘; ten-month-old son, Lucas, will be returning to Dresden on November 29, 2004. ":‘;
P Q.........Could you describe Dresden? P
Iy s . . . . . . N
f‘w A Dresden is a town with a very long history. Since it was founded in 1206, there are v«'-‘w
;Y\-; many historic places and buildings. Some of them are still in use, after reconstruction, ;'_;
Y:‘; like the famous Opera House. Y:‘;
"f; Q.. Why did you come to the United States? "f;
T T
'J‘\'; A....... | decided to come to the United States to learn English better and to do research in the '4'.‘\;
-:!\-; field of microbiology. | was especially interested in the research done by a group at the 1',;
Iyt University of Missouri-Columbia. In addition, it is very interesting for me to experience NS
o2 how people in other countries live and to talk with them. This way, | get first hand o2
;;4\3 information (about them) without TV and radio. ;v'.\j
o2 Q........What do you like about the United States? o2
<% : . : . : <%
v A...... | like the easy way of life here, like the ability to go grocery shopping here seven days a Iy
o2 week, twenty-four hours a day. In Germany, shops are closed on Sundays to let the o0
o)A employees have some family time. | also like the cheap gasoline prices. At home, | P
'J‘\} need to plan where to drive more carefully and to combine trips because gasoline is so '4'.‘{2
P expensive. >
A W
'{é Qe How do you try to keep your German culture alive? '4'.;
Iy . Iy
;;\3 A....... In order to keep our culture alive, we speak German at home, bake our own German ;;\3
;Y‘{? bread, and listen to German music. | also try to dress the way | did at home. '4'.‘{7
Yy o . Iy o
{w Q... Have you encountered racism? {w
Iyt Ipd
:;‘3 A...... No, | have not encountered racism, probably because | am white, so that nobody can tell :;‘3
<% — immediately — that | am a foreigner. %
Ty o Yy o
:;‘3 Q......... Has your life changed since you lived to the U.S.A.? :;‘3
7;\3 A...... Yes, my life has changed a lot since | came here. At first, | spent a lot of time in the #;E
7;\3 gym. | saved time by taking a short cut to work and going grocery shopping in the :;E
“% evening, after work, instead of watching T.V. But with time, | became less organized, i.e. %
944 . . . . . 944
<v I go shopping on Sunday during the day — time that could be spent outside or doing <&
?Y‘ﬁ something else. However, | had a baby ten months ago, and this has significantly fly_‘.4
v contributed to the change in my life style. Dy
“v . <%
Iy Q.. What do you miss most about Germany? Iy
<% S Dt
f’j\; A..... I miss the large variety of foods, like cheese (we have at least fifty kinds in an average i"v.‘\.7
REY store) and also the different kinds of bread, especially dark. | also miss that people in Iy
I& Germany dress nicer on a daily basis. For example, nobody goes shopping or to work in &
v sweatpants. When | first came here, | also missed the way Germans took care of their <&
f’j\-: houses. In Germany people have pretty front yards with flowers, and they are extremely :v‘;
e near and clean. Still, | got used to the way the way the houses around campus look. Ty
<V : : ¥
Iyt Pari Jafari Iy
v 7th Grade, Smithton Middle School Dy
“v Mrs. McCarty, Teacher %
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3 My Father, Majed Dweik, Egypt B
Iyt . . . . . NS
{w My father, Mr. Majed Dweik, was an immigrant coming to the United States from Egypt 4'-3
-:Y\-; and now he has been in the United States for 12 years. He is now a United States citizen. 1',;
N : . . NS
:Y‘w | asked my father what he liked about the United States. He answered, “I like the nature v«'-‘w
;Y\-; of the U.S.A "He likes how the U.S. is divided into different regions with different climates. For -],\-;
:v‘; example, if you love deserts you can go to Arizona, if you love mountains you can go to the :v‘;
e Rocky Mountains, if you love snow you can go to Colorado, and if you love the ocean then you Ty
& can go to Florida.” T
Ipd Ipd
o2 Next | asked him what he missed about his home country of Egypt. He said, “I miss my o0
& family and hearing the call for prayer each day. | miss the farms and the ocean views. | also b
:7:\} miss eating the fruits and vegetables that are really fresh and naturally grown. ;{-"w
) v
A After that, | asked him how he keeps his culture alive here. He said, “I keep my culture alive &
Yy o . . . . . . . . Yyt
% here by interacting with others of the same culture, by celebrating all religious holidays, seeing <5
;Y\; friends, and being active in our holy place for worship.” -]_;
N . . . . . N
<:w The next question | asked him was if he would like to go back if he had the chance. He 4'-‘\:»
i?\-; answered, “| would go back if | had the chance because | want to be with my parents, brothers, 1'_;
NS sisters, cousins, nephews, nieces and | would like to help people from my country. However, | Iy
4 . . <%
Ty love my home here too and try to help people in the United States. Iy
% . . : . <%
Iy Then | asked him if his lifestyle had changed since moving here. He said, “No, my NS
< lifestyle hasn’t changed because my objectives are the same objectives as when | lived in by
Iy y g y ODj J Tys
A Egypt. The objectives are to get close to God, help others, and increase my knowledge. | work &
Yy o . . Yyt
<% toward these objectives wherever | live. <%
Iy . - . . Iyt
;;\3 Next | asked him if he had visited any other countries before coming here. He ;;\3
'{{7 answered, “Yes, | visited and lived in many countries before coming to the United States. | have '4'-‘{7
i?\-; tried to acquire the good habits from each place | lived. | was born in Egypt and also lived in iv_;
NS Saudi Arabia and Jordan in the Middle East. | went to school in both England and Germany Iy
o2 before coming to the U.S. to go to college. | have also visited Lebanon and Syria in the Middle o0
;;.\3 East, France, Switzerland, Italy, Holland, and Luxemburg in Europe, Russia and Mexico. ;;.\3
g Sarah Dweik 3%
by 4th Grade, Islamic School of Columbia &
<% Mrs. Najwa Rashidi, Teacher <%
Iy s Iy
% o
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