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ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY COMMISSION

February 26, 2009

Mayor & City Council
City of Columbia

PO Box 6015
Columbia, MO 65205

Honorable Mayor, City Council, and County Commission:

The Environment and Energy Commission (EEC) would like to request that the Columbia City
Council and the Boone County Commission consider federal stimulus options to patticipate in the
funding of the Mid-Missouri Transit Pilot Project, a proposed local and regional transportation
network. Steve Tatlow, of the Boone County Community Partnership (BCCP) presented this
project to EEC because of the energy and envitonmental savings from reducing vehicles and
emissions on Central Missouri roadways. This pilot would connect the five Jargest Boone County
regional cities with a southern loop (Columbia, Ashland, and Jefferson City) and a northetn loop
(Columbia, Hallsville, Centralia, and Sturgeon) on a twice daily basis five days a week. Previously,
$300,000 of a federal renewable transportation grant was awatded for this pilot project, but due to
the lack of $100,000 in matching funds this money for 2008 has cutrently been diverted to other
transportation projects outside Boone County. The curtent funds were spent on other projects in
Camden and Laclede counties where local matching funds wete appropriated.

We on the EEC feel that this regional pilot transportation project is impostant in that it will serve
thousands of local commuters (from Columbia and Boone County to Jefferson City) and also the
disabled population and people needing medical setvices. It will link Central Missoutians to the two
largest urban transit systems Amtrak, and Greyhound, as well as the Columbia Regional Airport.
This project would further establish Columbia as the hub of a growing regional transpottation
network (bringing goods and setvices into our community and local economy). |

The BCCP and OATS are the entities that applied for and received Section 5311 funding for
operations of the regional pilot transportation project. There is a clear plan in place to proceed with
this pilot project based on a thorough needs assessment study

(hitp:/ /lsces.com/projects /Boone%20County/final.htm), if matching funds can be secured. We
have also attached with this letter, budget information and a regional map showing proposed routes
in the following hyperlinks:

www.boonecountypartnership.com/Pilot%20Project%20Fac20Sheet%e%20&%20Budget.pdf

www.boonecountypartnership.com / Pilot%20Routes%20Map.pdf
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Regional Travel Letter 2

In this current tight budget environment there still exist some key opportunities for funding. Out of
the current $790 billion federal stimulus plan being considered, billions are earmarked for
transportation, with hundreds of millions coming to Missouri communities for transpottation
projects, a state priority. Apparently, fifty percent of the federal stimulus funds need to be
spent on projects that have been vetted by the federal government and deemed ready to go
in 120 days. This project has been funded in the past by the federal government in a renewable
grant and would fit that process. The EEC was informed that the pilot program can start-up within
60 days of funding.

Other cities have already committed funds for this pilot project. Ashland committed $1,100 as an
initial amount, Centralia committed $5,000 and many other communities including Columbia and
Boone County, as well as needs organizations have written letters of support and given to the needs
assessment study for the transportation project.

'This is an exciting project that would help establish Columbia as a regional transportation hub and
leader. Regional transportation is also an impoztant goal of the visioning process. We hope the
Council and Commission will consider further investigation into this needed project to quickly
determine if it would fit ‘as a shovel-ready project’.

The EEC requests that the City of Columbia and the Boone County Commission add the
Mid-Missouri Pilot Transit Project to your lists of shovel-ready projects for the federal
stimulus funds.

Sincerely,

Hib Bo

Batbara Buffaloe
Chair, Environment & Energy Commission












