Environment and Energy Commission
City of Columbia and County of Boone

City Hall, Conference Room 1B

Tuesday, June 22nd, 2010, 7pm.

Present: Dan Goldstein, Jean Sax, Brandon Renaud, Tom O’Connor, Scott Ward, Karl
Skala, Dick Parker

Liaison from Planning and Zoning: Steve Reichlin

Absent: Lawrence Lile

City Staff: David Storvick
Guest Speaker: Chris Ihler, Energylink

Approval of Agenda:
Motion: Scott Ward
Second: Karl Skala
Motion Approved

Approval of Minutes:
Motion: Jean Sax
Second: Karl Skala
Motion Approved

Dan Goldstein reported that he, Tom OConner, and Jason Thornhill (2nd ward
council person) met to discuss general board and commission issues (combinations,
streamlining, standardization of lines of communication). The future of EEC was
discussed. There has been a proposal to combine EEC and the W&L Board.

Council has reached no decisions at this time.

Jean Sax pointed out that the EEC was a combination City/County organization, and
therefore it may be inappropriate to combine it with another, purely City board or
commission.

Chris Ihler of Energylink spoke on home energy audits in an effort to provide helpful
information regarding two issues that EEC has been investigating:

1) Residential Building Codes

2) Rental Unit Energy Efficiency

Energylink consults with homeowners, builders, etc. on energy efficiency issues.

One of their basic products is a Residential Energy Evaluation and Report. Chris
walked us through a sample report for Brook Harlan’s house.



Scott said that less than half of homes built in the last 10 years have significant duct
leakage, however, several newer homes have been found to be extremely leaky
when subjected to duct testing. Chris added that a blower door test could also catch
leaky ductwork.

Each test (blower door and duct leakage) is about $300. Blower door test provides
more information.

Chris classified programmable thermostats as a “no-brainer.” He outlined the
pathway requirements for an Energy Star certified building. There need to be a total
of 12 inspections--builder can do 6, Energylink can do 6 (estimated cost $1,200
total). Final inspection includes blower door and duct blaster tests. Upon
completion, builder is eligible for a $2,000 Federal rebate.

Thermal bypass checklist is the bible of Energy Star home.

Regarding the issue of blower door and duct test, Chris mentioned that one
particular contractor’s newly-constructed home failed its initial test, then all
subsequent homes built by that contractor passed.

Most new homes have 80% efficiency furnaces and the lowest SEER A/C units
possible. No incentives are in place to encourage builders to go above these
minimum requirements.

Chris said that new Energy Star homes cost, on average, 3% more than a custom
home.

Subcommittee Report: Building Codes Commission

The idea was put forward that the International Standards are a baseline. The
possibility of relaxing portions of the code or adopting Stretch Codes was discussed.
The overall desire is to maximize efficiency while minimizing burdens on
homebuilders. Subcommittee will meet again.

Alyce Turner arrived and mentioned that the Integrated Resource Plan advocated
stronger building codes.

Jean Sax presented a draft annual report of last years’ EEC activities June 2009 to
May 2010.



Water treatment options stakeholders’ meeting: Report by Karl Skala.
Carollo engineers walked attendees through a decision tree.

Seventeen options were evaluated. The top six (of which we captured five)
included:

Existing lime softening process with gravity filters
Split Treatment with gravity filters

GAC Filter Absorbers

GAC Filter Absorbers w/enhanced lime softening
Ozone Bio-filtration

The first two represent continuation of existing treatment philosophy. The second
three include processes intended to remove pharmaceuticals and trace organics.

Motion was made by Dick Parker to request that the interim Carollo engineering
report be sent to EEC members when available.
Seconded by Karl Skala. Passed.

Election of Officers:

1) Chair

Nominations: Alyce Turner nominated Dan Goldstein
Nominations: Jean Sax nominated Karl Skala

Dan Goldstein elected by private ballot

2) Vice Chair

Nominations: Jean Sax nominated Karl Skala

Nominations: Dick Parker nominated Tom O’Connor, who respectfully declined the
nomination

Karl Skala was then elected unanimously in an open vote.

3) Secretary
Brandon Renaud said he would be willing to be secretary. Dan Goldstein seconded
his self, nomination. He was then elected unanimously in an open vote.

Steve Reichlin kicked off a discussion regarding the Planning and Zoning liaison to
the EEC. Overall, P&Z has a lot of work to do. They meet every single week. There
is a desire to minimize their time commitment to EEC and maintain linkage between
the commissions via sharing of minutes, monitoring each other’s activities, and
occasional sit-ins as necessary.



Land Disturbance Subcommittee Report by Dan Goldstein. The proposed Soil Pile
ordinance was presented. Scott Ward pointed out some errors in the wording of
the draft ordinance. Discussion of the ordinance was tabled. Dan will look at it
closer and send it to City attorney Fred Boeckman.

Previously, the EEC voted to recommend to council that the City of Columbia
become a WaterSense partner. A draft letter to council was discussed. Tom pointed
out that:

1) Our existing water treatment plant can supply well over 300 gallons per day per
person.

2) We have budgeted over $250,000 for demand side management with regard to
electric consumption, but nothing for demand side management with regard to
water consumption, despite seemingly imminent major capital expenditures to
increase capacity.

3) There are real and substantial savings associated with postponing major capital
expenditures.

Motion by Dick Parker to approve letter and send to council with appended one-
sheet or brochure describing WaterSense program.

Second by Karl Skala

Motion approved.

Dick Parker supplied an analysis of the City’s renewable energy costs indicating that
the purchase of renewable energy may actually save money.

Meeting adjourned at 9:52pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom O’Connor
Secretary: One Night Only



