Citizen Topic Group Kick-off Documentation

Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet

Sub-Topic: Seniors
Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes
should be true to the ideas generated by the public.
After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.
Themes
Promoting social engagement of seniors
Fostering and sustaining independence of seniors
Recognizing seniors as economic and community resources
Attending to senior housing needs
Welcoming aging boomers

Summary Statement

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below.

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel

Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.

Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and
contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy.

Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement.

If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia?
Seniors will have a voice across topics and will be full members of the community.
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Citizen Topic Group Kick-off Documentation

Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet

Sub-Topic: Social Services

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes
should be true to the ideas generated by the public.

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.
Themes

Childcare

Disabilities

Basic needs
Immigration / refugees
Single Point of Entry
Funding and Resources

Summary Statement

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below.

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel

Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.

Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and
contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy.

Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement.

If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia?

In the future there will be a single point of entry to access affordable childcare and basic necessities for disabled
persons and people with barriers. All social service agencies will be funded to eliminate poverty.
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Citizen Topic Group Kick-off Documentation

Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet

Sub-Topic: Health
Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes
should be true to the ideas generated by the public.
After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.
Themes
Affordability
Accessibility / delivery mechanisms
Education and prevention

For the topics of Health, mental health/substance abuse, and Oral (Dental) health

For infants, children, teens, 18-65, seniors

Summary Statement

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below.

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel

Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.

Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and
contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy.

Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement.

If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia?
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Citizen Topic Group Kick-off Documentation

Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet

Sub-Topic: Affordable Housing

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes
should be true to the ideas generated by the public.

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.
Themes

Affordable defined

Mixed housing

Homeless housing / SRO

Senior housing—assisted living

Accessible to disabled citizen

Why we economically segregate ourselves when we go home?

Renovate modest houses and sell them owner occupied

What programs would the city consider adopting?

Diversity of housing choice

Affordable units dispersed throughout the community and adequate supply of affordable and accessible housing

Summary Statement

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below.

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel

Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.

Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and
contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy.

Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement.

If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia?
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