
Draft Interim Notes From Jan. and Feb. 07 Visioning Sessions  
Development Topic Group – PMG Subtopic Group  

These draft notes are being provided for your review as we work to finalize our groups 
“themes” and “summary statements” during our meetings scheduled for March 1 and 8, at 
4p.m., to be held at The Communications Center, Inc. 1905 Cherry Hill Dr. Suite 200, 
Columbia, MO. 
 
The notes encompass the work of the group that met on January 17 as well as that of the 
two working groups (which included new members) on February 21.  The goal of the 
March 1 and 8 meetings is to come up with both a statement of themes reflected in the 
ideas generated by the public during the "BIG" meetings, and a summary statement that 
incorporates those themes and that the group can accept as a working document. Once 
that is done the group will move on to the next step in the visioning process which is to 
formulate strategies.  Please read through this carefully before the meeting and bring your 
suggestions for finalizing the themes and summary statement with you. 
 
Procedural Notes from 1/17/07 meeting: 
➢ Work of group includes consideration of the ideas labelled as “planning and managing 

growth” and those labeled as “redevelopment”. 
➢ Group wants to coordinate with both the Dowtown Topic Group and the Governance 

Topic Group.  
➢ Group is very large is size. Discussed various ways of meeting together and decided in 

next meeting would meet as two heterogeneous groups  working on same task at same 
time and then meet as a large group to blend. 

 
 
Notes on Themes: 

Themes in discussion from 1/17/07 meeting (notes of facilitator from group 
discussion):  
Process: Plan itself – if prepared what do with it? – what to do with existing 
plans?; establish ground-rules for developers and community; accountability; 
need dialogue to develop understanding of different interests; need principles 
for planning; compromise, look for common ground. 
Interests:  sustainability, equity, fairness, prosperity, balance; being able to 
provide what customers want to buy; “good growth that protects great 
qualities of Columbia”; preserve green space; quality design and aesthetics. 
Concerns: sprawl; long term consequences of decisions; becoming another 
Austin TX; losing quality of life; finding common ground – “developers are 
not all bad people”; redevelopment – vacant buildings; more is being built 
than is needed; trade-offs in costs – more $ spent on roads means less $ for 
parks, trails, etc.   
Other: need to define terms – sprawl, balance, fairness, etc.; “University is 
driving force”; “development community is driving force” 
 
 
 
Themes in discussion from 2/21/07 meeting – working group 1 (notes on 
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large post-it pad): 
1. Planning 
2. Balance 
3. Equity 
4. Loss of Control 
5. Nostalgia 
6. Keeping growth in perspective 
7. Sprawl 
8. Group process/power to citizens 
9. Loss of character 
10. Human services 
11. Communciation 
12. Sustainable communities 
13. Environment 
 
Themes in discussion from 2/21/07 meeting – working group 2: 
Summary sheet: 
1. Broken process? . . . change in rules, balance, transparency, government 

regulation, strategies, planning that is comprehensive, coordinated, 
cooperative 

2. [Sprawl – word noted as negative and ambiguous and so group 
recommended it be avoided in summary and discussions]- preserve and 
respect the environment, unique elements and green space; build up not 
out 

3. Redevelopment: encourage redevelopment based on 20th century Midwest 
urbanism, design and review, quality of life, character and appearance. 

4. Manage growth/sustainability 
5. Allow/accept/promote growth 
 
Subsheets (#s indicate times mentioned on idea list): 
encourage redevelopment (21st Century MidWest urbanism) 
change in the rules 
balance 
need for growth (8) 
sustainable infrastructure (roads, social services, transportation)(10) 
transparency/equitability/cooperation(12) 
governmental regulation 
limit/manage sprawl(18) 
planning(30)  
environmental-  land (10) 
strategic (26) 
quality of life 
paying for costs of development 
design standards 
green space 
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appearance 
unique elements/character (14) 
 
 
 

Draft Summary Statement From 2/21/07 meeting, Working Group 1: 
 
“Our goal is to help the City of Columbia with improved planning that keeps growth in 
perspective, addressing sprawl and maintaining sustainable communities while protecting 
the environment and the city character, and including all interests in the process (city, 
developers, and citizens) in an effort to encourage and create a balanced approach to 
growth and development that will be beneficial and equitable to all.” 


