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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 

 

Finding of No Significant Impact 
 

23 CFR 771.121 
Federal Highway Administration/Missouri Department of Transportation 

 
State Project Number City Job Number Project Title, Environmental Document Type 
Number not assigned C00312 Scott Boulevard and I-70, Boone County, Missouri 

Environmental Assessment 

 
Includes Programmatic Section 4(f) 

 

Decision  
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Missouri Division, and the Missouri Department of 
Transportation (MoDOT) approved the Scott Boulevard and I-70, Boone County, Missouri, City of Columbia 
(City) Job Number C00312, Environmental Assessment (EA) on August 28, 2012. Notice of the EA’s 
availability was sent to agencies and the document was made available for public review on September 18, 
2012. The EA was made available at three locations in the Columbia area, at the Columbia City Hall (701 
East Broadway, Columbia); Columbia Public Library (100 West Broadway, Columbia); and the Activity and 
Recreation Center (1701 West Ash Street, Columbia), and electronically through the City of Columbia 
website at 
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/PublicWorks/I70andScottBlvd.InterchangeLocationStudy.php. 
 
The Selected Alternative to help alleviate congestion at Stadium Boulevard and to provide the much-
needed I-70 access to western and southern Columbia is the Yellow Alternative. The selected alternative  
provides for better spacing between the interchange ramp terminals and the outer road intersection on the 
north side of I-70; it provides for shorter travel distance for commuters; it does not require widening of the I-
70 Perche Creek bridges. The selected alternative is easier to construct with less of an impact to the 
traveling public. There is an area of city-owned land south of I-70 and on the western edge of the 
interchange area that is designated for park development in the future. For the selected alternative, the City 
of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department has agreed to grant an easement for the Scott Boulevard 
construction. The Scott Boulevard and I-70 project could enhance the trail entrance to the park. There are 
no known National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligible historic structures or archaeological sites 
that would be impacted by the construction of the selected alternative. A Programmatic Section 4(f) 
document for parkland or historic resources was prepared for the design and construction of the selected 
alternative and was signed by FHWA on August 15, 2012.   

The selected alternative was identified through public and agency involvement along with assessment of 
socioeconomic and environmental consequences. The public hearing was held in accordance with 
established MoDOT and the City’s procedures. The City has considered possible social, economic, and 
environmental effects of the proposed improvements. No additional project impacts have been identified 
beyond those described in the original EA documentation.  

http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/PublicWorks/I70andScottBlvd.InterchangeLocationStudy.php
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In addition, construction of the selected alternative on the existing Strawn Road right-of-way is consistent 
with local and regional land use and transportation plans and the City’s planning efforts.  
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Public and Agency Review/Comment on EA 

A location and design public hearing for the project was held on October 11, 2012, at the Activity and 
Recreation Center (1701 West Ash Street) in Columbia, Missouri from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. One-hundred–
twenty-six people attended the hearing. Comment sheets were available for attendees to provide written 
feedback and 49 of these forms were submitted. Comments on the EA were accepted through October 22, 
2012. The issues identified at the hearing and during the open comment period are discussed below by 
topic.  

Public Comments 

Nine commenters were in support of the project and thirty-six commenters expressed concerns about the 
construction of the Scott Boulevard and I-70 project or were opposed to the project. Four commenters did 
not express their support or opposition to the project but offered recommendations for consideration during 
the project final design and construction phases of the project.  

Community 

Twenty-six residents and the Bellwood Homes Association expressed concerns that they would experience 
negative impacts from impacts to various resources and also commented on the accuracy of the data used 
to perform the assessment. The major concerns expressed included impacts to noise levels, decreased 
home values, loss of forested habitat, difficulty exiting the subdivision, and safety concerns due to 
increased traffic volumes.  

Data accuracy: With minor exceptions, the mapping used in the project matches what has been 
constructed in the subdivision.  

Noise levels: Traffic noise levels are not predicted to approach or exceed the FHWA Noise Abatement 
Criteria (NAC) of 67 dBA for the residents of the Bellwood subdivision and are not considered substantial 
per MoDOT’s policy. Therefore, traffic noise impacts are not anticipated.  

Decreased home values: There is no evidence that the project will negatively impact home values.   

Loss of trees: The proposed plan minimizes impacts to adjacent subdivisions to the extent possible. The 
proposed Scott Boulevard and I-70 project alignment is located further from the Bellwood subdivision 
homes and lots as compared to the 2007 final plat submitted by the developer (see Appendix 5). 

Difficulty exiting subdivision: The proposed plan currently shows a side-street stop controlled intersection at 
the Bellwood/extended Scott Boulevard intersection. If the left turn movement out of the subdivision onto 
extended Scott Boulevard becomes a problem this movement could be accommodated during peak times 
via a right-turn out of the subdivision and U-turn at the Worley Road traffic signal. The City could consider 
installing a traffic signal at the subdivision entrance if a U-turn at Worley proves problematic for residents. 

Safety concerns due to increased traffic volumes: The project is being planned such that there is very low 
risk for cut-through traffic though the subdivision. There is also very low risk of errant vehicles from 
extended Scott Boulevard entering any of the lots in the subdivision. 

Noise 
Twenty-five commenters expressed concerns that the project would cause negative impacts by increasing 
noise levels. Commenters also questioned the accuracy of the assessment of noise impacts and suggested 
the construction of noise barriers.  
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The EA included a noise study that was completed to FHWA standards. Noise measurements were 
conducted in accordance with techniques described in the FHWA Report Number FHWA-DP-96-046, 
Measurements of Highway-Related Noise, (1996). Short-term noise measurements were conducted in 
November and December of 2010 (LBG 2011c). As part of these procedures, the FHWA has established 
NAC based on the noise sensitivity of various land uses to motor vehicle noise for projects requiring federal 
funds or approval. These criteria were used as part of the impacts evaluation. The selected alternative land 
uses categories fall with the NAC of 67 dBA for residential areas and 72 dBA for other types of developed 
lands.   

The impact assessment performed for the future year 2030 selected alternative for noise study areas located 
throughout the project area determined that the year 2030 selected alternative noise levels are predicted to 
range between 48.7 dBA and 69.8 dBA. Traffic noise levels are not predicted to approach or exceed the FHWA 
NAC of 67 dBA for the majority of the residential areas and the 72 dBA for commercial areas and are not 
considered substantial per MoDOT’s policy, and traffic noise impacts are not anticipated within the majority of 
the noise study areas (e.g. Monterey Hills, north of Bellwood and east of Scott Boulevard, Bellwood 
residences, and Smithton Ridge residences).  

Year 2030 selected alternative noise levels in the noise study area north of I-70 are predicted to range 
between 48.7 and 69.8 dBA.  Noise levels that approach or exceed the FHWA NAC of 67 dBA are 
predicted to occur at those residences within closest proximity to I-70 due to the high traffic volumes and 
speed on that roadway. Such impacts are not a result of the proposed Scott Boulevard or the realigned I-70 
Drive NW that forms an intersection with the proposed Scott Boulevard. As such, impacts are not predicted 
to occur within this region of analysis as a result of the proposed project.   

The construction of noise barriers for several noise study areas was considered and was determined not 
feasible due to property access issues and limitations in constructing a noise barrier long enough to 
achieve the desired dBA insertion loss. Year 2030 selected alternative noise levels within the noise study 
area for residences west of existing Scott Boulevard are predicted to range between 51.4 and 68.3 dBA. 
Walls constructed in this area could not be continuous along the proposed Scott Boulevard as it would have 
to be “broken” at Mt. Carmel Lane and Christian Fellowship Road to allow for traffic to turn to and from 
these streets. Creating gaps in noise walls may create “flanking” of noise around the edges of the barrier 
and thereby increase noise levels. As such, it would not be feasible or reasonable to consider a noise 
barrier for the impacts predicted in this area. Year 2030 selected alternative noise levels within the noise 
study area for residences of Rothwell Heights are predicted to range between 53.4 and 68.4 dBA 
depending on proximity to Scott Boulevard. Noise levels would exceed the FHWA NAC of 67 dBA for 
residential receptors at one residence located on Defoe Drive whose yard fronts Scott Boulevard. However, 
it would not be reasonable to construct noise mitigation for one residence as a noise barrier would far 
exceed MoDOT’s cost per benefited residence criterion of $30,000. Since it is not reasonable to construct 
noise mitigation for one residence and all other residences are predicted to experience noise levels below 
the FHWA NAC of 67 dBA for residential receptors, consideration of noise mitigation is not warranted for 
this region. 

Home Values 
Thirteen commenters expressed concerns that the project would cause negative impacts to home values 
due to increased noise, air and light pollution; loss of forested habitat; safety concerns from increased 
traffic; and decreased quality of living.  
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There is no evidence that the project will negatively impact home values. Impacts to noise, air, forested 
habitat, and communities, in addition to safety concerns is discussed under the individual comment topic 
and in the Summary of Impacted Resource section.  

Forested Habitat 

Five commenters expressed concerns about the removal of trees in the area of the Bellwood subdivision as 
the forested habitat currently provides: 1) a natural buffer between some homes in the Bellwood subdivision 
and the existing Strawn Road; 2) aesthetic value; and 3) habitat for wildlife species.  

The proposed plan minimizes impacts to adjacent subdivisions to the extent possible.  The proposed Scott 
Boulevard and I-70 project alignment is located further from subdivision lots as compared to the 2007 final 
plat submitted by the developer. 

Traffic and Safety 

Seven commenters expressed concerns related to traffic and/or safety. Three letters expressed concern 
about increased traffic related issues on Worley: 1) westbound I-70 traffic exiting at Scott Boulevard and 
using Worley to travel to retail establishments on Stadium Boulevard; and 2) northbound Scott Boulevard 
traffic bypassing the right-turn at Broadway to instead use Worley to get to the retail areas on Stadium 
Boulevard.   

There is very little risk that this project would increase traffic volumes on Worley. Rather, by diverting 
commuter traffic off of Stadium Boulevard, this project will relieve congestion along Stadium Boulevard 
(including the currently contested intersections with I-70 and Broadway) increasing the attractiveness of the 
existing direct routes to the retail establishments on Stadium Boulevard. 

One resident expressed concern about the proposed traffic signal at Scott Boulevard and Broadway 
creating congestion. A thorough traffic study was completed in the Scott Boulevard and I-70 Access 
Justification Report (AJR) which showed acceptable traffic operations at this proposed traffic signal.   

Two commenters expressed concerns related to weaving on I-70 between Scott Boulevard and Stadium 
Boulevard. The proposed plan allows 1.5 miles between the Scott Boulevard and Stadium Boulevard 
interchanges. A thorough traffic study was completed in the AJR which showed acceptable weaving 
between these two interchanges. 

One commenter expressed concern about the proposed roundabouts at the I-70 interchange.   

A thorough traffic study was completed in the AJR which showed acceptable operations of these 
roundabouts. The roundabout design minimizes the interchange “footprint” and saves money by allowing 
for fewer lanes on the bridge. 

Flooding 

Two commenters expressed concern about the project exacerbating the flooding issues along Strawn 
Road.   

During the design of the selected alternative, the crossings of all base floodplains will be designed and 
constructed in compliance with applicable floodplain regulations, including Executive Order 11988. There 
will be no increases in base flood elevations attributable to implementation of these roadway 
improvements. This project will not negatively impact hydraulic flows on any streams or tributaries and will 
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reduce the risk of flooding on Strawn Road.  The selected alternative would widen and elevate this 
roadway, ultimately solving the roadway flooding issues. 

Notification of Residents 

One commenter on Strawn Road claimed to have not received the Notification of Public Availability (NOA).   

The NOA was published according to FHWA guidelines and the project team confirmed that the address in 
question is on the project’s mailing list. Another resident suggested that a webpage be set up with project 
information. Public information about the project is currently available on the City’s website. 

Alternative Selection 

Thirteen commenters questioned the selection of the selected alternative.  

The other alternatives considered would generally have a greater impact on adjacent subdivisions. The 
Brown Alternative would directly impact platted parcels in the Bellwood Subdivision. The Blue Alternative 
shown at the June 22, 2009 open house would have directly impacted plats in the Vintage Falls 
Subdivision.   

Commenters also questioned the need for the project and suggested alternatives to Scott Boulevard and I-
70 project. Other alternatives suggested include: 

 Making a connection to the Midway Interchange (Route UU) across Perche Creek  

 Creating a bypass connecting Route 63 and I-70 around the far western edge of Columbia 

 Improving the I-70 Outer Roads 

 Optimizing traffic signal timing on Stadium Boulevard 

While these projects could provide value to the Columbia region, they would not meet the project’s purpose 
and need. 

Other 

 One commenter requested that consideration is given to adjusting the alignment north of I-70 to 
minimize impact to their property. 

 One commenter requested that consideration is given to minimizing the impact to their commercial 
property. 

 One commenter requested consideration is given to avoiding impacts to the duplexes on Scott 
Boulevard or the construction of a berm to buffer adjacent neighborhoods.  

 One commenter requested that contractors clean up construction debris to avoid clogging creek 
and creating flooding problems. 

 One commenter requested that the City ensure that they are included on the project contact list. 
The commenter also expressed concerns with driveway access into their property if the extended 
Scott Boulevard is raised to avoid flooding. 

Consideration will be made during the project’s design phase to minimize impacts to property.  Property 
owners affected by the project would be relocated following the procedures outlined in the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance Act of 1970, Public Law 91-646. The request from the commenter for inclusion on 
the project contact list has been confirmed and they are included on the list. A criterion for cleanup of 
construction debris is included in the construction portion of the Commitments section below. 
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Agency Comments 

As a cooperating agency, the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) submitted comments on 
the EA in a June 22, 2012 letter. The USACE commented that their preliminary regulatory determination 
showed that the area described in the EA encompasses waters of the U.S. They stated that the EA does 
not demonstrate that the selected alternative constitutes the least environmentally damaging practicable 
alternative without an evaluation of the area (acres) of stream impacts. The USACE will require the City to 
complete an on-site wetland delineation and submit a formal report for verification during/after land 
acquisitions. Minimization and avoidance of impacts to wetlands and other waters of the U.S. must be 
considered during the project design. The USACE will conduct a site visit to determine the appropriate 
amount of impacts to streams and wetlands.  

The City responded to comments in an August 16, 2012 letter. The City acknowledge the jurisdiction of the 
USACE over all waters of the U.S. and that discharges of dredged or fill materials in waters of the U.S. 
requires prior authorization and a USACE permit prior to construction on the portion of the facility which is 
within the USACE regulatory jurisdiction and will work to ensure that its permit application for the proposed 
project complies with USACE guidelines. A formal wetland delineation will be completed and a report 
provided to the USACE during the final design of the project and prior to construction that includes the area 
and linear feet of jurisdictional water occurring on the selected alternative project site. 

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) submitted comments on the EA in a November 7, 
2012 letter. The MDNR requested a copy of the Section 404 Preliminary or Approved Jurisdictional 
Determination when complete. They offered the following comments on the EA for consideration: 

Section 3.12.1 Surface Water, Page 78, Paragraph 1: The listing of designated beneficial uses for Perche 
Creek should be amended. The fourth sentence should read “…. including protection of warm water aquatic 
life and human health – fish protection, livestock and wildlife watering, secondary contact recreation 
(fishing, boating, and canoeing), and whole body contact”  

Section 3.13 Jurisdictional Waters of the U.S., Page 84, Paragraph 1: Several assumptions made by the 
paragraph are incorrect. Mitigation can be required for any type of impact and is not associated with an 
impact amount such as the 0.10 acre mentioned in the eighth sentence. Compensatory mitigation is 
required after avoidance and minimization measures have been fully explored. If a project has a net benefit 
to the water resource, mitigation may not be required depending on the amount of impact and type of 
activity. In the tenth sentence, the department suggests the following language for clarity “…individual 
Section 401 water quality certification will not be required…” A request for individual Section 401 Water 
Quality Certification is not required as long as all conditions are met within the pre-certified Nationwide 
Permit. If any condition cannot be met, then a request for individual Section 401 Water Quality Certification 
is required.  

Section 3.13.3.5 Yellow Alternative (Selected), Page 89, Paragraph 3: The compensatory mitigation 
concept is acceptable as described, pending completion and approval of the mitigation plan. Providing 
mitigation in the same watershed is an excellent approach to compensate for project impacts.  

The MDNR provided information on the Ecological Drainage Unit and the Watersheds applicable to the 
project area for use in the event that after avoiding impacts to water resources mitigation is required. They 
also provided information of classified and unclassified streams; karst topography, sinkholes, and caves; 
sensitive waters; land disturbance permits; National Wetland Inventory; Certified Wells and Public Drinking 
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Water Protection Areas; Water Quality Certification; legal location information; and access to geospatial 
data.  

The MDNR stated that any contamination on the project site would be identified as part of the Phase 2 
investigation, as discussed in the EA, and addressed as necessary and state that cultural resource issues 
were addressed in the MDNR’s letter to the Columbia Public Works Department dated March 29, 2012.  

The City accepts the recommended revisions to the EA and incorporates them herein. 

The State of Missouri Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) submitted comments on the EA in a 
September 21, 2012 letter. The SEMA commented that any development associated with the project 
located within the special flood hazard area, as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), must meet the requirements of the City’s Floodplain Management Ordinance. This permit must be 
obtained prior to the commencement of any construction/development/demolition activities. Also, if the 
proposed development/demolition is located within a regulatory floodway, a “No-Rise” Certificate and 
statement as to the effects of possible flooding is required before the development can be permitted. The 
analysis must be performed by a licensed engineer and to current FEMA standards.  

There will be no increases in base flood elevations attributable to implementation of these roadway 
improvements. During the design process, a detailed hydraulic analysis of the flows and water surface 
elevations will be made in accordance with the requirements of FEMA and the USACE. This analysis will 
ensure the absence of any encroachments upon regulatory floodways as well as avoid any adverse 
impacts. The proposed action conforms to applicable state of Missouri and local floodplain protection 
standards. During the design process, further coordination will be conducted with SEMA and/or the local 
floodplain authority. 

The State of Missouri Office of Administration Missouri Federal Assistance Clearinghouse submitted an 
October 2, 2012 letter acknowledging their review of the EA. The Missouri Federal Assistance 
Clearinghouse commented that none of the agencies in the review had comments or recommendations to 
offer and that this concluded their review.  
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Summary of Impacted Resources 

1) Farmland Impacts 

The selected alternative will require new right of way and easements. Within the selected alternative 
there are areas of farmland of statewide importance, prime farmland, and prime farmland if protected 
from flooding. Acreage potentially eligible for farmland impact evaluation within the Scott Boulevard and 
I-70 project was rated and received a cumulative point rating of 154, less than the 160-point threshold 
established for farmland protection. The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) does not 
foresee any significant impacts to prime or statewide important farmland in this area. 

2) Community Impacts 

Social and Economic  

There will be few social impacts associated with the selected alternative. No permanent changes are 
anticipated to neighborhoods or community cohesion, travel patterns and accessibility, community 
facilities, or to any special groups such as elderly, disabled, minority, and transit-dependent persons. 
Travel patterns for fire, emergency services, and police service calls may be temporarily affected by 
construction-related activities. In the long run, the project could have positive impacts to emergency 
response by addressing congestion and improving response times for fire trucks, emergency vehicles, 
and police personnel. 

The selected alternative will not have permanent, adverse impact on economic growth and 
development or result in a negative impact to the regional growth position. A new interchange and 
extension of Scott Boulevard will increase traffic efficiency and reliability, thus improving the 
community’s position for economic growth and development.  

Residential 

The selected alternative from the interchange north to Route E requires 21 total takes and 15 partial 
takes in Monterey Hills Preliminary Plats, which lies at the tie-in point between the Scott Boulevard 
extension and MO Route E.  Residential impacts for the northern segment would include 11 partial 
takes along Gibbs before the alignment turns north and goes through undeveloped forested land. A 
total of seven tracts of land would be partially impacted in the northern segment between Gibbs Road 
and the Monterey Hills preliminary plats. In addition to the northern segment impacts, approximately 31 
residences would be partial takes and 11 would be total takes as a result of the selected alternative. 
None of the plats south of I-70 would be impacted by the selected alternative. No preliminary platted 
lots would be impacted. Approximately 24 tracts of land would be partial takes. Most of these are 
located in the area of the interchange and some are adjacent to Strawn Road. Approximately two tracts 
of land would be total takes located near Abilene Acres Drive and Dawn Drive. Residential impacts will 
be minimized in the final design of the selected alternative to the extent it is feasible.  Residents and 
property owners affected by the project would be relocated following the procedures outlined in the 
Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1970, Public Law 91-646. There are many comparable residential 
areas around the city of Columbia.   
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Business and Industrial 

Business and industrial areas are located throughout the selected alternative, with the concentration of 
these located near I-70 in the proposed area of the interchange. Business impacts will be avoided to 
the maximum extent feasible during the design of the interchange. The selected alternative has 17 
takes; 9 total takes and 8 partial takes. Businesses affected by the project would be relocated following 
the procedures outlined in the Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of 1970, Public Law 91-646.  

3) Public Lands, Parks and Recreation Facilities and Potential Section 4(f)/Section 6(f) 
Properties 

The selected alternative would cross a proposed pedestrian and bicycle trail at two locations: 1) south 
of I-70 ramp at the west end of the interchange area; and 2) a second location along Strawn Road, 
south of the interchange area. These represent two opportunities to incorporate the trail as part of the 
design of the roadway facility.  

There is an area that is approximately 128 acres, of city-owned land south of I-70 and on the western 
edge of the interchange area that is designated to be a park in the future.  For the selected alternative, 
the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department has agreed to grant an easement for the Scott 
Boulevard construction. The Scott Boulevard and I-70 project could enhance the trail entrance to the 
park.   

A Programmatic Section 4(f) document for parkland or historic resources was prepared for the design 
and construction of the selected alternative and was signed by FHWA on August 15, 2012.   

There are no other Section 4(f) or Section 6(f) issues associated with this project. 

4) Noise 

The impact assessment performed for the future year 2030 selected alternative for noise study areas 
located throughout the project area determined that the year 2030 selected alternative noise levels are 
predicted to range between 48.7 dBA and 69.8 dBA. Traffic noise levels are not predicted to approach 
or exceed the FHWA NAC of 67 dBA for the majority of the residential areas and the 72 dBA for 
commercial areas and are not considered substantial per MoDOT’s policy, and traffic noise impacts are 
not anticipated within the majority of the noise study areas (e.g. Monterey Hills, north of Bellwood and 
east of Scott Boulevard, Bellwood residences, and Smithton Ridge residences).  

Year 2030 selected alternative noise levels in the noise study area north of I-70 are predicted to range 
between 48.7 and 69.8 dBA. Noise levels that approach or exceed the FHWA NAC of 67 dBA are 
predicted to occur at those residences within closest proximity to I-70 due to the high traffic volumes 
and speed on that roadway. Such impacts are not a result of the proposed Scott Boulevard or the 
realigned I-70 Drive NW that forms an intersection with the proposed Scott Boulevard. As such, 
impacts are not predicted to occur within this region of analysis as a result of the proposed project.   

The construction of noise barriers for several noise study areas was considered and was determined 
not feasible due to property access issues and limitations in constructing a noise barrier long enough to 
achieve the desired dBA insertion loss. Year 2030 selected alternative noise levels within the noise 
study area for residences west of existing Scott Boulevard are predicted to range between 51.4 and 
68.3 dBA. Walls constructed in this area could not be continuous along the proposed Scott Boulevard 
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as it would have to be “broken” at Mt. Carmel Lane and Christian Fellowship Road to allow for traffic to 
turn to and from these streets. Creating gaps in noise walls may create “flanking” of noise around the 
edges of the barrier and thereby increase noise levels. As such, it would not be feasible or reasonable 
to consider a noise barrier for the impacts predicted in this area. Year 2030 selected alternative noise 
levels within the noise study area for residences of Rothwell Heights are predicted to range between 
53.4 and 68.4 dBA depending on proximity to Scott Boulevard. Noise levels would exceed the FHWA 
NAC of 67 dBA for residential receptors at one residence located on Defoe Drive whose yard fronts 
Scott Boulevard. However, it would not be reasonable to construct noise mitigation for one residence 
as a noise barrier would far exceed MoDOT’s cost per benefited residence criterion of $30,000. Since it 
is not reasonable to construct noise mitigation for one residence and all other residences are predicted 
to experience noise levels below the FHWA NAC of 67 dBA for residential receptors, consideration of 
noise mitigation is not warranted for this region. 

5) Jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. 

Approximately 1.24 acres of wetlands, 1,397 feet of perennial stream, 18,808 feet of intermittent and 
ephemeral tributaries, and 1.87 acres of open waters are found in the study corridor of the selected 
alternative. Likely impacts include 0.20 acre of wetland, 1.09 acres of open water, and 5,202 feet of 
streams and tributaries would be impacted by the selected alternative. The likely construction impacts 
are based on a conceptual design. Stream impacts will be avoided to the extent possible during the 
design phase of the project. Bank stabilization techniques, culvert design and grading can be 
accomplished in a manner that minimizes impacts to natural waterways. The City owns property 
located between Perche Creek and Strawn Road in the Perche Creek floodplain. The city-owned 
property, currently proposed as a park, may be a suitable mitigation site for project stream and wetland 
impacts. If needed, a compensatory mitigation plan will be developed in cooperation with USACE. The 
plan will be based on an assessment of actual projected loss of wetland and stream area and function 
and will be in compliance with FHWA no-net-loss policy. 

A Section 404 permit will be required for the construction of the Scott Boulevard and I-70 project. The 
project may qualify for a Nationwide Permit 14 (Linear Transportation Crossings), but could need an 
Individual permit. Avoidance and minimization of the resources will be completed where possible. 
Mitigation measures if required will include riparian plantings and bank stabilization methods for road 
crossings of streams. In the event the project requires a nationwide permit a separate request for 
Section 401 water quality certification will not be required as it is typically included as a part of the 
USACE issuance of the nationwide permit. In the event a Section 404 Individual Permit is required for 
the project, a formal request for Section 401 water quality certification must be submitted to the MDNR.  
Impacts to tributaries, wetlands, and other Waters of the U.S. (WOUS) would require coordination and 
permitting with the USACE, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and MDNR and a 
jurisdictional waters determination and Section 404/401 Permit Application will be submitted to the 
USACE in the design phase of the project.  

Best management practices will be implemented to minimize sediment and erosion in these waters. In 
addition, contract specifications will require implementation of best management practices to prevent 
petroleum products, other toxic substances, and construction debris from entering water or otherwise 
contaminating the riparian or stream environment. The City has also adopted its own guidance for 
stream setbacks. 
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Only Practicable Alternative Finding 

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, this project avoids to the extent possible long-and short-
term adverse impacts associated with the destruction or modification of wetlands. The proposed action 
includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands that may result from such action.  

6) Threatened and Endangered Species and Protected Communities 

The selected alternative likely impacts to forested habitat include approximately 143 acres of riparian 
and upland forest. Approximately 15 acres of riparian habitat (predominantly forested) within the 
floodplain of Harmony creek south of I-70 would likely be impacted. Approximately 127 acres of upland 
forested habitat, mostly north of I-70 between Gibbs Road and Route E, would be impacted. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was contacted regarding the potential presence of 
federally threatened and endangered species within the environmental study area. The USFWS agreed 
that no federally listed threatened and endangered species occur within the project area. They 
determined that floodplain, wetland, and riparian areas associated with Perche Creek watershed 
provide the highest quality fish and wildlife habitat in the study area. The USFWS recommended that 
the project alignment be designed to avoid impacts to these sensitive environmental areas. If these 
areas are avoided, the USFWS would have no objections to the project. If these areas cannot be 
avoided, further consultation with the USFWS would be required. 

The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) was contacted regarding the potential presence of 
threatened and endangered species, species of local concern, and communities of concern within the 
study area. The MDC has determined that no federally listed threatened and endangered species are 
known to occur within the study area. 

Avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures may be required by the USFWS and/or MDC for 
impacts to protected species or their habitat. These measures may include the following: 

 Minimal tree removal in the floodplain and riparian corridors  

 Survey of forested riparian and upland areas for potential Indiana bat roost trees 

 If removal of potential roost trees is required, tree removal will be avoided during the maternity 
period (April 1 – October 31) 

 Mitigation measures may include reforestation of floodplains and riparian corridors  

Construction activities could have an effect on breeding migratory birds if disturbance or construction 
practices disrupt reproduction during the breeding season or result in the wounding or killing of 
individual birds or loss of a nest. Efforts will be made to reduce the likelihood of migratory bird 
disturbance. These efforts could include adjusting construction timing and minimization of ecological 
impacts to good quality habitat which may include wetlands, riparian forests, flood plain areas, etc.   

7) Floodplains 

All of the alternatives that were considered, except for the No Action Alternative, would impact 
floodplains and therefore no practicable alternative exists to avoid impacts to floodplains.   

Only Practicable Alternative Finding 

During the design of the selected alternative, the crossings of all base floodplains will be designed and 
constructed in compliance with applicable floodplain regulations, including Executive Order 11988. 
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There will be no increases in base flood elevations attributable to implementation of these roadway 
improvements. During the design process, a detailed hydraulic analysis of the flows and water surface 
elevations will be made in accordance with the requirements of FEMA and the USACE. This analysis 
will ensure the absence of any encroachments upon regulatory floodways as well as avoid any adverse 
impacts. The proposed action conforms to applicable state of Missouri and local floodplain protection 
standards. During the design process, further coordination will be conducted with SEMA and/or the 
local floodplain authority. 

8) Cultural Resources 

An archival review to identify previously nominated architectural properties, structures, landscapes, or 
objects placed on the NRHP or considered eligible for inclusion and a drive-by of the study area to 
determine the presence of previously unknown properties was conducted and revealed that no NRHP 
properties exist within the selected alternative study area and there are no properties potentially eligible 
for the NRHP.  

None of the archeological sites identified within the archeological Area of Potential Effect (APE) for the 
selected alternative meet the criteria for nomination to the National Register.  

The Archival Review and Cultural Resources Survey Report were submitted to and reviewed by the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). The SHPO provided a letter of concurrence on April 3, 2012 
stating that there will be no historic properties affected and, therefore, they have no objections to the 
initiation of project activities. 

9) Hazardous Wastes 

Six hazardous waste sites are found in all of the alternatives. Two of the hazardous waste sites, Sorrels 
Auto Parts and Chapman Heating and Air, are large areas within the area of the interchange. The third 
site located within the same area is a smaller area located in the southwest portion adjacent to Strawn 
Road. Three of the sites are located near the southern connection (Casey’s General Store #1022; F. 
Garland Russell; and Stuart L. Nelson) in an area where construction of the Scott Boulevard extension 
will take place. 

Construction of the selected alternative interchange would require the relocation of Chapman Heating 
and Air and Sorrels Auto Parts. Federal and state laws and regulations do not prohibit the construction 
of a roadway over a hazardous waste site. However, in accordance with several federal laws, including 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) and the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act 
(SARA), any hazardous waste encountered during construction would require special handling and 
disposal to minimize risk to workers and the public at large. The project will require a Phase 2 
investigation to confirm or dismiss the possibility of contamination. Phase 3 would involve determining 
the extent of the contamination and remediation. Phase 4 involves carrying out remediation and any 
long-term monitoring. Environmental remediation and mitigation was estimated as 3% of the 
preliminary construction costs. 

The potential to encounter wastes from sites unknown to MoDOT, should always be a consideration. 
Any unknown sites that are found during project construction will be handled in accordance with 
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Federal and State Laws and Regulations. If any residue is generated, all residue and associated water 
must be prevented from release to waterways or wetlands. 

10) Construction Impacts 

Construction of the selected alternative would have some adverse impacts during the construction 
phase. Noise levels, fugitive dust, and erosion would temporarily increase during construction. 
Construction activities would also involve temporary traffic disruptions and potential safety issues. 
Construction activities associated with the project would include clearing and grubbing, grading, and 
preparing the roadway embankment; constructing temporary haul roads; borrowing and disposing 
waste material; excavating poor or unsuitable soils and associated disposal; constructing drainage 
ways and ditches and new drainage structures and bridges; finish grading; paving operations, 
conversion of prime farmland and vegetated area to pavement, and landscaping. Impacts to local 
wildlife would also occur with the reduction in available food source and wooded habitats, reducing the 
overall carrying capacity of the area. Measures to minimize adverse impacts during construction are 
discussed below. Water resources, erosion control, air quality, transportation safety, and noise are 
considered. 
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Commitments 

Right of Way 

The City will acquire all properties needed for this project in accordance with the Uniform Relocation 
Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act of 1970 as amended (Uniform Act; 42 U.S.C. 4601), and 
other regulations and policies as appropriate. The City will provide relocation services to all impacted 
households and businesses without discrimination under guidance of the Uniform Act. 

Permits 

The City will obtain a Section 404 permit from the USACE and a Section 401 MDNR water quality 
certification prior to construction.   

The City will obtain a floodplain development permit from FEMA and SEMA should it be determined that a 
permit is required.  

Traffic 

Measures would be taken to minimize traffic disruptions during the construction phase. Construction at road 
crossings would be scheduled during off-peak hours whenever possible. 

Road signs, barriers, warning devices, and protective fencing would be provided as necessary. 

Relocation of any utilities in the study area would be completed in coordination with the utility 
owner/operators. 

Temporary detours would be required in areas where project construction crosses an existing state or U.S. 
highway and/or where traffic impediments are expected. 

Water Resources and Erosion Control 

Stormwater erosion and surface water runoff would be monitored and controlled during construction, in 
compliance with MoDOT’s Sediment and Erosion Control program, as approved by the MDNR. 

Potential water contaminants would be monitored during construction. 

All applicable federal, state, and local regulations regarding the storage and disposal of waste materials, 
including hazardous wastes, generated or encountered during construction would be observed by the 
construction contractor per contract requirements. Should any hazardous spill occur, it would be responded 
to in accordance with applicable regulations, and reported to regulatory authorities as required. Oil, oil 
filters, tires, and all other wastes would be properly disposed of as required throughout the construction 
period. 

The clearing of vegetation along stream channels, wetlands, and forested areas would be kept to a 
minimum, but where vegetation is removed, the site would be revegetated with native plant species as 
soon as possible. 

Air Quality 

Measures would be implemented to minimize fugitive dust emissions created during construction of the 
proposed project. Wind barriers and the dampening of construction area soils would be used to control 
excessive dust emissions. 
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Construction contractors would be required to comply with regulations on air pollution control. These 
regulations would apply to fugitive dust control and open burning of grub material. 

Noise 

All construction equipment would be required to meet with all applicable local, state, and federal laws and 
regulations relating to noise levels permissible within and adjacent to the project construction site. 

All construction equipment would be required to have proper mufflers meeting manufacturer’s 
specifications. Mufflers and exhaust systems would be required to be maintained in good operating 
condition, free from leaks and holes. 

Construction 

Loud construction activities will be restricted to daylight hours. 

The City will comply with MDNR’s stormwater regulations. The City will implement its best management 
practices to provide temporary erosion and sediment control measures that will be included within 
construction contract specifications.  

All construction activities will comply with the existing rules and regulations of governmental agencies 
having jurisdiction over streams and water supplies in the area.  

Pollution control measures outlined in the Missouri Standard Specifications for Highway Construction will 
be used to minimize impacts associated with the construction of any alternative; these measures pertain to 
air, noise, and water pollution as well as traffic control (e.g. detours) and safety measures. Best 
management practices will be employed to minimize potential impacts.  

Emissions from construction equipment will be controlled in accordance with emission standards prescribed 
under state and federal regulations.  

The contractor will remove from the project, burn, or otherwise dispose of materials resulting from clearing 
and grubbing, demolition, or other operations (except materials to be retained). In lieu of open burning, the 
contractor will attempt to harvest marketable timber, use mulched timber for erosion control, and compost 
excess mulch. Any burning, when permitted, will be conducted in accordance with applicable local laws and 
state regulations.  

If previously unknown, regulated solid or hazardous wastes are found during construction activities, the 
City’s construction inspector will direct the contractor to cease work at the suspect site. The construction 
inspector will contact the appropriate environmental specialist to discuss options for remediation. The 
environmental specialist, the construction office and the contractor will develop a plan for sampling, 
remediation, and continuation of project construction. Independent consulting, analytical, and remediation 
services will be contracted if necessary. The MDNR will be contacted for coordination and approval of 
required activities.  

All temporary structures, roadway, and work pads will be removed upon project completion and affected 
areas will be restored to their original, pre-construction contours and revegetated.
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
 

Environmental Assessment:  Scott Boulevard and I-70 

 

City of Columbia, Boone County, MO 
 

 
The City of Columbia, Missouri and the Federal Highway Administration are pleased to 
announce the availability of the Scott Boulevard and I-70, City of Columbia, Boone County, 

Missouri, City of Columbia Job Number C00312, Environmental Assessment (EA).  The EA will 
be available for public review on September 18, 2012.  The EA was prepared in accordance with 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National Historic Preservation Act, 23 CFR 
771, and regulations of the Council on Environmental Quality, to provide guidance in 
determining the appropriate actions needed to address the project purpose and need.   

An electronic version of this document can be found on the City of Columbia’s website at 
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/PublicWorks/I70andScottBlvd.InterchangeLocationStudy.php 
This site provides access to the EA and related documents on public review. Users of the site are 
encouraged to submit comments on this document while it is available for public review.  
Written comments can be mailed to: 

Mr. Scott Bitterman, Supervising Engineer/Traffic 

City of Columbia 

P.O. Box 6015 

Columbia, MO 65205 

or 

Ms. Peggy Casey, Program Development Team Leader 

Federal Highway Administration Division Office 

3220 West Edgewood, Suite H 

Jefferson City, MO 65109 

The EA will also be available for review at the Columbia City Hall (701 East Broadway, 
Columbia); Columbia Public Library (100 West Broadway, Columbia); and the Activity and 
Recreation Center (1701 West Ash Street, Columbia), and on the world wide web as indicated 
above.  A limited number of CDs containing the EA will also be available at each of the public 
review sites, with additional CDs obtainable by request from the City of Columbia at the address 
above.  The EA includes a programmatic Section 4(f) evaluation for the proposed parkland 
impacts of the preferred alternative.   

A public hearing concerning the proposed Scott Boulevard and I-70 will be held on Thursday 
October 11, 2012, at the Activity and Recreation Center, 1701 West Ash Street, Columbia, Mo. 
65203 from 4 to 7:00 p.m.  The hearing will offer an opportunity for citizens to learn more about 
the proposal and to provide oral and written comments on the project.   

All written comments that are to be included in the public hearing record must be received at the 
City of Columbia, P.O. Box 6150, Columbia, MO 65205, or the Federal Highway 
Administration Division Office, 3220 West Edgewood, Suite H, Jefferson City, MO 65109 no 
later than October 22, 2012. 

http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/PublicWorks/I70andScottBlvd.InterchangeLocationStudy.php






City of Columbia, Missouri 

Newsletter 2 - September  2012 

Scott Boulevard & I-70 Interchange Location Study 

What is the What is the What is the reasonreasonreason   for the for the for the    
Interchange Location Study?Interchange Location Study?Interchange Location Study?   
 

 Western  Columbia  is  currently 
served  by  Stadium  Boulevard, 
which is already congested.  

 

 This  study  is  being  conducted  to 
iden fy solu ons to improve access 
to I‐70. 

The The The City of Columbia City of Columbia City of Columbia is working together with the is working together with the is working together with the Missouri Department of Transportation Missouri Department of Transportation Missouri Department of Transportation 
(MoDOT), (MoDOT), (MoDOT), Federal Highway Administration Federal Highway Administration Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and (FHWA) and (FHWA) and Boone County Boone County Boone County to improve access to improve access to improve access 
to Interstate 70 in western Columbia.  to Interstate 70 in western Columbia.  to Interstate 70 in western Columbia.     

Bartlett & West Crawford, Bunte, Brammeier The Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

The Location Study will . . . The Location Study will . . . The Location Study will . . .    
 

 Document  the  purpose  and  need 
for the proposed  interchange. 

 

 Select a preferred loca on & config‐
ura on  for a new  interchange near 
the current Sorrels overpass. 

 

 Select a preferred  alignment  to ex‐
tend  Sco   Boulevard  from  West 
Broadway  to Route E  to connect  to 
the proposed I‐70 interchange.  

 

 Complete  federally  required  plan‐
ning documenta on  (Environmental 
Assessment and Access  Jus fica on 
Report). 

 

Where are we in the process?Where are we in the process?Where are we in the process?   
 

 We  are  in  the  final  stages  of  the 
planning process.   

 

 Actual construc on would be sever‐
al years in the future.   

 

 No  funding  has been  iden fied  for 
design or construc on.  

Proposed ImprovementsProposed ImprovementsProposed Improvements   

What critical issues influence the What critical issues influence the What critical issues influence the    
location of a new interchange? location of a new interchange? location of a new interchange?    
 Impacts to neighborhoods & businesses;  
 Ability to serve travel demands; 
 Connec vity to the local street system; 
 Spacing between interchanges along I‐70; 
 Topography; and 
 Environmental impacts.  



Scott Boulevard and I-70 Interchange Location Study 

Loca on Public Hearing  
Scheduled for: October 11, 2012  
 

The  purpose  of  the  loca on  pubic  hearing  is  to 
offer the public an opportunity to learn more about 
the  proposed  roadway  improvements  and  to  pro‐
vide oral and wri en comments on the project.   
 
Exhibits and project  informa on will be on display 
and  the public will be provided an opportunity  for 
dialogue and comment. 
 
When:    October 11, 2012 
  4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Where:  Ac vity & Recrea on  
  Center (ARC) 
  1701 W. Ash Street 

Columbia, Missouri  

What is the process for building a new interchange? 
Where are we in the process? 

Iden fy       
Problems,  
Needs, &  
Opportuni es 
 

Evaluate &             
  Document No‐   

   Build & Build    
  Alterna ves 

 

Select the  
Preferred  

Alignment &  
Interchange  

Configura on 

THE PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PROCESSTHE PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PROCESSTHE PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PROCESS   

Construc on 
Of 

Interchange 

Preliminary 
Design  
Studies 

Location and 
Environmental 

Studies  

THE ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROCESSTHE ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROCESSTHE ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES PROCESS   

2008-
2012 

Final  
Design 

Right of Way  
Acquisition 

Feasibility 
Studies 

(Completed 
2001-2003) 

Loca on  
   Public  

  Hearing 
 

 

Develop  
 Solu ons through  

Engineering,  
Brainstorming 

& Dialogue 

*Funding has not yet been identified for the design or construction of this project. 
  The design and construction steps have not been scheduled. WE ARE HERE 

Addi onal documenta on will be available on the City 
of Columbia's website between the 18th of September 
and 22nd of October, 2012 (www.gocolumbiamo.com).  
If you cannot a end, but would like to submit com‐
ments, please mail them to the address provided below 
by October 22, 2012. 
 

Contact Informa on: 
 
Mr. Sco  Bi erman, Supervising Engineer/Traffic 
City of Columbia 
P.O. Box 6015 
Columbia, MO 65205 
 
Ms. Peggy Casey, Program Development Team Leader 
Federal Highway Administra on Division Office 
3220 West Edgewood, Suite H 
Jefferson City, MO 65109 

WE ARE  
HERE 

COMPLETE COMPLETE COMPLETE 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
 

Environmental Assessment:  Scott Boulevard Extension and I-70 Interchange  
 

City of Columbia, Boone County, MO 
 
The City of Columbia, Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) and the Federal Highway Administration are pleased to an-
nounce the availability of the Scott Boulevard Extension and I-70 Interchange, City of Columbia, Boone County, Missouri, City of Co-
lumbia Job Number C00312, Environmental Assessment (EA).  The EA will be available for public review on September 18, 2012.  
The EA was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National Historic Preservation Act, 23 
CFR 771, and regulations of the Council on Environmental Quality, to provide guidance in determining the appropriate actions needed 
to address the project purpose and need.  As a part of this project, Scott Boulevard would be extended from its current terminus at 
Broadway north through the proposed interchange at I-70 to a new terminus at a new intersection with Route E.   
 
An electronic version of this document can be found on the City of Columbia’s website at www.gocolumbiamo.com. This site provides 
access to the EA and related documents on public review. Users of the site are encouraged to submit comments on this document 
while it is available for public review.  Written comments can be mailed to: 
 

Mr. Scott Bitterman, Supervising Engineer/Traffic 
City of Columbia 

P.O. Box 6015 
Columbia, MO 65205 

 

or 
 

Ms. Peggy Casey, Program Development Team Leader 
Federal Highway Administration Division Office 

3220 West Edgewood, Suite H 
Jefferson City, MO 65109 

 
The EA will also be available for review at the Columbia City Hall (701 East Broadway, Columbia); Columbia Public Library (100 West 
Broadway, Columbia); and the Activity and Recreation Center (1701 West Ash Street, Columbia), and on the world wide web as indi-
cated above.  A limited number of CDs containing the EA will also be available at each of the public review sites, with additional CDs 
obtainable by request from the City of Columbia at the address above.  The EA includes a programmatic Section 4(f) evaluation for 
the proposed parkland impacts of the preferred alternative.   
 
A public hearing concerning the proposed Scott Boulevard Extension and I-70 Interchange will be held on Thursday October 11, 
2012, at the Activity and Recreation Center, 1701 West Ash Street, Columbia, Mo. 65203 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  The hearing will 
offer an opportunity for citizens to learn more about the proposal and to provide oral and written comments on the project.   
 
All written comments that are to be included in the public hearing record must be received at the City of Columbia, P.O. Box 6150, 
Columbia, MO 65205, or the Federal Highway Administration Division Office, 3220 West Edgewood, Suite H, Jefferson City, MO 
65109 no later than October 22, 2012. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Scott Bitterman, Supervising Engineer/Traffic 
City of Columbia 
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Loca on Public Hearing  
Activity Recreational Center (ARC) 
1701 W. Ash Street 
 

Scott Boulevard & I-70  
Interchange Location Study 

October 11, 2012 
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 



NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

Environmental Assessment:
Scott Boulevard and I-70

City of Columbia,
Boone County, MO

The City of Columbia, Missouri and
the Federal Highway Administra-
tion are pleased to announce the
availability of the Scott Boulevard
and I-70, City of Columbia, Boone
County, Missouri, City of Columbia
Job Number C00312, Environmen-
tal Assessment (EA).  The EA will
be available for public review on
September 18, 2012.  The EA was
prepared in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act, 23 CFR 771, and
regulations of the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality, to provide guid-
ance in determining the appropri-
ate actions needed to address the
project purpose and need.

An electronic version of this docu-
ment can be found on the City of
Columbia's website at
http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/
PublicWorks/I70andScottBlvd.
InterchangeLocationStudy.php

This site provides access to the EA
and related documents on public
review. Users of the site are en-
couraged to submit comments on
this document while it is available
for public review.  Written com-
ments can be mailed to:

Mr. Scott Bitterman,
Supervising Engineer/Traffic

City of Columbia
P.O. Box 6015

Columbia, MO 65205

or

Ms. Peggy Casey,
Program Development

Team Leader
Federal Highway

Administration Division Office
3220 West Edgewood, Suite H

Jefferson City, MO 65109

The EA will also be available for re-
view at the Columbia City Hall (701
East Broadway, Columbia); Colum-
b ia  Pub l i c  L ib ra ry  (100 West
Broadway, Columbia); and the Ac-
tivity and Recreation Center (1701
West Ash Street, Columbia), and
on the world wide web as indi-
cated above.  A limited number of
CDs containing the EA will also be
available at each of the public re-
view sites, with additional CDs ob-
tainable by request from the City of
Columbia at the address above.
The EA includes a programmatic
Section 4(f) evaluation for the pro-
posed parkland impacts of the pre-
ferred alternative.

A public hearing concerning the
proposed Scott Boulevard and I-70
will be held on Thursday October
11, 2012, at the Activity and Rec-
reation Center, 1701 West Ash
Street, Columbia, Mo. 65203 from
4 to 7:00 p.m.  The hearing will of-
fer an opportunity for citizens to
learn more about the proposal and
to provide oral and written com-
ments on the project.

All written comments that are to be
included in the public hearing
record must be received at the City
of Columbia, P.O. Box 6150, Co-
lumbia, MO 65205, or the Federal
Highway Administration Division Of-
fice, 3220 West Edgewood, Suite
H, Jefferson City, MO 65109 no
later than October 22, 2012.
INSERTION DATE: September 19,
2012.
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PROGRAMMATIC SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Missouri Department of Transportation
Kevin Keith, Director

573.751.2551
Fax: 573.751.6555
1.888.ASK MODOT (275.6636)

TO: Kevin Ward
Division Administrator

  Federal Highway Administration 

CC: Scott Bitterman, City of Columbia, MO
Laura Totten, The Louis Berger Group, Inc.
Shawn Leight, CBB
Herb Bailey, Bartlett and West, Inc.

FROM: Richard Moore
Environmental Compliance Manager

DATE: August 9, 2012

SUBJECT: Environmental Studies
Scott Boulevard and I-70, City of Columbia, Boone County
Extension of Scott Boulevard and Construction of I-70 Interchange
Programmatic Section 4(f) Evaluation 

The City of Columbia, Missouri, and Boone County, Missouri, are planning to improve access 
to the area south of I-70 between Perche Creek and Stadium Boulevard, one of the region’s 
key growth areas. Stadium Boulevard is the current access to I-70 for western Columbia, and 
currently operates at or over capacity. To help alleviate congestion at Stadium Boulevard and 
to provide the much-needed I-70 access to western and southern Columbia, a new freeway 
interchange at an extended Scott Boulevard is proposed. 

The Stadium Boulevard corridor in the vicinity of I-70 is already operating at capacity and is 
unstable. This condition is exacerbated by the close signal spacing on Stadium Boulevard near 
I-70. Daily fluctuations along the Stadium Boulevard corridor result in congested yet flowing 
conditions on light traffic days to gridlock on heavier days. Continuous vehicular backups can 
develop on Stadium Boulevard between I-70 and Broadway, constraining nearly all 
intersections.

MO Route E provides connectivity to the rural areas north of I-70, to the City of Columbia, 
and to I-70. While traffic volume along Stadium Boulevard decreases north of I-70 on MO 
Route E there is potential for future residential developments in the vicinity of the northern 
city limits. 

The property of interest under Section 4(f) is city-owned land which was recently acquired 
and is a proposed future park (Attachment A). The city-owned land is approximately 128 
acres which includes the floodplains and confluence of Harmony Creek and Perche Creek as 

Digitally signed by Peggy J. 
Casey 
DN: cn=Peggy J. Casey, 
o=FHWA, ou=Missouri 
Division, 
email=peggy.casey@dot.go
v, c=US 
Date: 2012.08.15 13:15:22 
-05'00'



 
 
Mr. Kevin Ward 
August 9, 2012 
Page 2 of 3 

well as forested bluffs overlooking the creeks south of I-70 near the proposed interchange 
location. In addition, the proposed Perche Creek Trail Phase I-MKT to I-70 would traverse the 
property. The city does not have a current plan for the park. For the preferred alternative 
(Yellow), the City of Columbia Parks and Recreation Department has agreed to grant an 
easement for the Scott Boulevard construction (Attachment C).

This evaluation is based on preliminary construction design, the acreages are approximate and 
more or less easement may be needed to complete construction (Attachment B). The proposed 
project will require a temporary easement of 0.43 acre for ease of construction. The temporary 
easement is within a larger permanent easement (new right-of-way) of 0.64 acre. Direct 
construction impacts to park property will be approximately 0.15 acre. The park land would 
be impacted by the proposed Scott Boulevard extension (preferred-Yellow alternative) south 
of the I-70 interchange and by the construction of the proposed interchange exit ramp south of 
I-170.

Currently there are no amenities in the park. There is no Land and Water Conservation Fund 
involvement in this proposed park. The area of new right of way and temporary easement 
does not have any recreational improvements. The city is supportive of the project as impacts 
to the park are minor and the project will provide pedestrian access to the eastern perimeter of 
the park.

No avoidance alternatives are feasible and prudent. Based on engineering and environmental 
analysis and input received from partner agencies and the public informational open house, 
four reasonable alternatives were developed for this project. Some of the critical issues 
influencing the location for a new interchange are the ability to attract traffic, interchange 
spacing along I-70, connections to the regional arterial system, and topography, land use, and 
environmental factors.

The no-build alternative does not address the purpose and need of the project and the 
increased traffic volumes on Stadium Drive and the limited access to I-70 for southwestern 
Columbia.  The Brown alternative has the longest corridor length and would require the most 
right-of-way while impacting the most preliminary platted lots, 4(f) properties, protected 
habitat, and stream in addition to being the most expensive. The Orange, Yellow, and Green 
alternatives have similar costs, environmental impacts, and benefits. However, the Yellow and 
Green alternatives both occur along the existing Strawn Road alignment for which two 
developments have dedicated land for a future Scott Boulevard extension. Both alternatives 
also raise the elevation of the existing Strawn Road alleviating existing flooding issues and 
allow for better outer road connections and intersection spacing. Total project costs range 
from approximately $68 million for each of the Green and Yellow (preferred) alternatives to 
$85.5 million for the Brown alternative including construction, right-of-way, utility 
relocation, and environmental remediation/mitigation costs. 
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The Yellow Alternative was selected as the Preferred Alternative due to the following 
considerations: 

The Yellow alternative provides for better spacing between the interchange ramp 
terminals and the outer road intersection on the north side of I-70.
The Yellow alternative provides for slightly shorter travel distance for commuters.
The Yellow alternative does not require widening of the I-70/Perche Creek bridges. 
The Green alternative would require the widening of these bridges to accommodate 
acceleration and deceleration lanes. This makes the Yellow alternative easier to 
construct with less impact to the traveling public.

This makes the Yellow alternative (preferred) easier to construct with less of an impact to the 
traveling public. In addition, construction of the Yellow alternative (preferred) on the existing 
Strawn Road right-of-way is consistent with City of Columbia planning efforts.

The total impact of encroachment upon the property from the Yellow alternative (permanent 
easement plus construction impacts = 0.79 acre) represents less than ten percent of the park 
acreage. The maximum amount that can be acquired under a programmatic Section 4(f) from 
the City of Columbia is 12.8 acres.

We request your concurrence that there is no feasible or prudent alternative to the proposed 
use of 0.79 acre from the parcel owned by the Parks and Recreation Commission of the City 
of Columbia, Missouri and that the proposed taking from the parcel owned by the City of 
Columbia, Missouri is appropriately addressed as a programmatic Section 4(f) evaluation.

Attachments
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