[bookmark: _GoBack]The Columbia Parks and Recreation department occasionally conducts mowing operations in the Forum Nature Area.  The Nature Area currently has several species of noxious and invasive plants outcompeting the native and desirable species.  In order to ensure the long term health of the ecosystem of this area, the Parks and Recreation Department must undertake measures in order to counter these aggressive weeds.  A combination of mowing and herbicide application is used for this treatment.  The primary species of invasive weed which the department is concerned with at this time is Sericea lespedeza.  The department times its mowing operations to occur at the same time when the Sericea is flowering in order that, 1) the plant will not be able to set seed and 2) the root systems of the plant will be stressed because it is putting its energy reserves in to the flowering process.  Herbicide applications may take place at any time in the growing season, prior to the flowering of the Sericea.   Herbicides used in this process are either a non-selective variety for individual spot treatments, or a broadleaf herbicide, applied via a boom sprayer, over areas of dense infestation.  In undertaking the mowing and spraying cycles needed to control the Sericea, it is inevitable that beneficial, native plants will also be mowed and sprayed.  One native plant of concern which is negatively affected by this mowing and spraying is milkweed.  Milkweed is known to be one of the primary food sources for monarch butterflies while on their migration routes.  Left untreated, however, the aggressively growing Sericea will soon dominate the landscape, and itself eliminate the milkweed and other natives which pollinators rely upon.  In order to mitigate this loss of milkweed in the treated areas, the Parks Department plants milkweed in other areas of the nature area which are not being mowed or sprayed.   

