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4 City oF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

October 17,2014

Mark Musso, President and CEO
Special Olympics Missouri

1001 Diamond Ridge, Ste 800
Jefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Musso,

I am pleased to represent Columbia Parks and Recreation and the City of Columbia in response
to your Request for Proposal for the Special Olympics Missouri Training for Life Campus. We
are excited at the possibility of partnering with your agency and bringing the campus to
Columbia.

We have a high profile and beautiful site to offer as a location for your campus. Columbia has so
much to offer in terms of location, facilities, volunteer resources, supporting businesses, and
engaged citizens.

Columbia Parks and Recreation, unlike most parks and recreation departments, has its own
construction crew and professional planning staff. We also have a Natural Resources Division,
with certified professionals in both horticulture and forestry. Because of this, we are able to take
on the role of general contractor for most of our capital improvement projects and are renowned
for successfully completing quality projects. Although SOMO is responsible for the construction
of their building, our capital project expertise makes us a great partner for the endeavor your
agency is about to embark upon.

Thank you for inviting Columbia to participate in the proposal process. I look forward to
presenting Columbia’s proposal to the SOMO Executive Board and Capital Campaign
Committee in November.

Sincerely,

/é_-_] /!M/‘) ;’]}.’3
Mike Griggs I
Director

Columbia Parks and Recreation

Enclosures

GENTRY BUILDING, ONE SouTH 7TH St. * PO. Box 6015 » CoLumsia, Missourt 65205-6015
(573) 874-7460 » FAX (573) 874-7640 » TTY (573) 874-6395 * www.GoCoLuMBIAMO.CoM



Proposal for SOMO Training for Life Campus by Columbia Parks and Recreation

Executive Summary

Columbia Parks and Recreation is excited about partnering with Special Olympics Missouri to
build the Training for Life Campus on Columbia’s new 460-acre south regional park comprised
of A. Perry Philips Park and Gans Creek Recreation Area. This high-profile regional park is
conveniently located off of US Highway 63. Since similar outdoor recreation/sports facilities
that are included in the Training for Life Campus design are planned for this new regional park,
there is an opportunity for Special Olympics Missouri to save development costs by partnering
with Columbia Parks and Recreation for joint use of such planned facilities.

Columbia has a  history of
demonstrating support for Special
Olympics Missouri, including
hosting a variety of their special
events, providing financial support,
fund  raising, and  supplying
volunteers. Columbia has 38 lodging s . 9 5. 8% 2
facilities, and the city and its | T b 1*1
supporting facilities are able to g [E5\8 L L&
accommodate such large events as , _ F} { F L€
University of Missouri football : Tl s N T
games and the Show Me State s
Games. Columbia has all the
needed support businesses and

)

agencies identified in the Request Columbia Polar Bear Plunge SOMO Fundraiser
for Proposal, including an incredible
volunteer base.

We feel that Columbia Parks and Recreation is a good fit for a partnership with Special Olympics
Missouri and has an excellent reputation for completing development projects and as a partner
in cooperative agreements with other agencies.

This proposal includes a long-term land lease for a 14-acre Training for Life Campus located at
Philips Park and the development of joint-use recreation facilities and infrastructure. Philips
Park, combined with the Gans Creek Recreation Area, represent 460 acres of Columbia’s next
regional park and will eventually include park amenities similar to Cosmo Park. To partner with
SOMO, Parks and Recreation is proposing to provide the land for the development, construct
some of the outdoor facilities, and enter into a cooperative agreement for joint use of the
facilities. To meet the needs of SOMO and Columbia, the option presented in this proposal is
flexible and can be adjusted. If Columbia is seriously considered as the location for the campus,
details can be worked out to accommodate the priorities and needs of both agencies. This
proposal is contingent on City Council approval and Parks and Recreation’s funding contribution
to this project is contingent on the passing of the extension of the Park Sales Tax on the
November 2015 ballot.
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Location
The city of Columbia is ideally
located in the middle of Missouri, DRIVE TIME (3 HOURS)

on Interstate 70 directly centered
between the large metropolitan

cities of St. Louis and Kansas City, E R
making it the perfect location for a Saint Lovis MSA

. . . pop. 2.810,100
Missouri state agency. The site _ Uwitao svalqes

L. . Kansas City MSA "
proposed for the Training for Life 2054500 By e .
Campus is on the 460-acre south s o S P
regional park, comprised of A. Perry Topeka MSA
234.200

Philips Park, 5050 Bristol Lake
Parkway, and Gans Creek
Recreation Area, 3360 E. Gans
Road. The area specifically Columbia is within 3 hours from metro cities
designated for the campus site
consists of approximately 14 acres
in the northwest quadrant of Philips Park, with outdoor recreation/sports facilities located
throughout the Philips-Gans park complex. This regional park is strategically located off of US
Highway 63 and can be accessed from two major highway exits - AC Exit from the north or the
Discovery Parkway Exit from the south.

Proposal

Columbia Parks and Recreation will provide approximately 14 acres of land in the northwest
quadrant of Philips Park for the development of the Special Olympics Missouri Training for Life
Campus. Special Olympics Missouri would be granted a long-term lease of the property at little
(510/year) or no cost for the construction of their training center. In addition to providing land in
this highly visible and premier location, Parks and Recreation is willing to provide project support
in terms of facility construction and possible funding support for expansion of select facilities.
The range and extent of this support is negotiable, and staff is willing to meet with SOMO staff to
determine priorities and discuss terms of any resulting cooperative use agreements, recognizing
that SOMO would have priority use of these facilities Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm. The
construction proposal listed below has been prepared for consideration, although other options
are possible and open for discussion:

Campus Facility Construction (See Attachment A & B)

Project Contribution through Construction of Facilities: $2.26 million

Through proposed projects to be funded by the 2015 Park Sales Tax ballot, the Parks and
Recreation Department is proposing to contribute $2.26 million toward the development of the
Special Olympics of Missouri campus through the construction and/or expansion of the
following proposed facilities:



Proposal for SOMO Training for Life Campus by Columbia Parks and Recreation

1. Expansion of the proposed 300 meter track to a 400 meter track to meet US Track and
Field regulations related to track length and lanes. The proposed track will be located at
Philips Park on the Training for Life Campus. The cost of the expansion of the project
also includes the increase in size of the artificial turf athletic fields inside the track.

Total estimated project cost: $675,000

2. Construction of a four court USTA sanctioned tennis complex at Gans Creek Recreation
Area. (This four court facility will take the place of the proposed single court at the site
of the SOMO campus to allow for future increases in participation and growth of the
sport and allow for future expansion and additional amenities at the campus site.)

Total estimated project cost: $350,000

3. Construction of three 210’ regulation softball fields located at Gans Creek Recreation
Area. The field construction will include concessions with restrooms to accommodate
Parks and Recreation use, as well as use by Special Olympics Missouri. The Gans Creek
Recreation Area Master Plan includes the construction of this facility, and partnership
with SOMO will increase use at the complex.

Total estimated project cost: $550,000

4. Construction of the walking trail throughout the northwest portion of Philips Park. The
six-foot wide concrete trail is shown as part of the proposed Special Olympics campus
and the Parks and Recreation Department is proposing to lengthen the walking trail to
encompass the entire northern portion of the park and connect the trail to the existing
1.44 mile walking trail around Philips Lake.

Total estimated project cost: $225,000

5. Construction of a concession stand and restrooms at Gans Creek Recreation Area to
provide necessary services to sports participants and spectators at the seven multi-sport
natural grass fields at the park. These fields may be used for soccer, football, rugby,
lacrosse, ultimate Frisbee or any event that requires a large rectangle field. Four of the
fields are adjacent to each other creating a large natural turf area for special events.
(This is a separate sports complex from the softball fields and is in addition to facilities
described in #3. The seven multi-sport fields and parking lot is anticipated to be
completed by fall 2015 as part of an existing capital project that is currently under
construction.)

Total estimated project cost: $450,000

6. Construction of four bocce courts on the Training for Life Campus at Philips Park.

Total estimated project cost: $10,000
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As a complement to this construction proposal, one of the projects proposed for the 2015 Park
Sales Tax ballot is the construction of a 12,000 square foot indoor pavilion at Philips Park to
serve citizens as a rentable space for meetings, weddings and special events. The funding for
the project would not be part of the $2.26 million project associated with the SOMO amenities,
but could be a valuable resource for Special Olympics of Missouri to use as a rentable space for
special events and fundraising opportunities.

Parking and Signage

The amount of acreage set aside for
the campus development combined
with the proposed joint use facilities, is
more than adequate to accommodate
the parking requirements set out in
the Request for Proposal. Staff is
working with the adjacent developers
to determine visibility of the park from
US Highway 63, but preliminary
discussions indicate that there will be
good visibility along the highway
through the entrance road. Sighage
for the campus can be placed at the
entrance off of the outer road
(Ponderosa Street). A shared use
Philips Park/SOMO sign is a possibility.
Since US Highway 63 is under the jurisdiction of the state, SOMO will need to contact the
Missouri Department of Transportation regarding the placement of signage along the highway.

Entry roundabout proximity to highway

Community Support for Special Olympics Missouri
Columbia’s community has consistently demonstrated its support for Special Olympics. Our
Convention and Visitors Bureau has provided staffing support for various Special Olympic
events and provided the following Tourism Development funding:
e 2006 - $13,000 - Regional Summer Games
2007 - $3,000 - Regional Summer Games
2008 - $7,500 - Outdoor Classic
2009 - $7,500 - Outdoor Classic
2012 - $10,000 - State Summer Games
2013 - $10,000 - State Summer Games
2014 - $10,000 - State Summer Games

The Columbia Police Department hosts the annual Polar Bear Plunge, which has generated
close to $450,000 for Special Olympics Missouri since its inception in 2008. For this event to be
successful, it takes the cooperation and support of many agencies, including Columbia Fire
Department, local sponsors, and volunteers. Below is a summary of the number of participants
and dollars raised:

-4-
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2008 - 203 participants; $32,000
2009 - 285 participants; $37,000
2010 - 360 participants; $60,727
2011 - 420 participants; $65,870
2012 - 430 participants; $77,190
2013 - 601 participants; $97,800
2014 - 376 participants; 579,185

Columbia Police Department (CPD) also raised money in the past for SOMO by hosting events
such as Tip a Cop at Red Lobster, Trivia Night, and the Torch Run T-Shirt Sale. For 25 years, CPD
has been involved with the Torch Runs. When the games are in Columbia, CPD is responsible for
coordinating the event, finding runners, planning the route, and participating in the Opening
Ceremonies. Columbia Police Department has certainly played an important role in Missouri’s
ranking of seventh in the world for funds raised through the Law Enforcement Torch Run for
Special Olympics.

Columbia Parks and Recreation has likewise been an avid supporter of Special Olympics. In
addition to hosting its own program for local residents, the department has supported
numerous Central Area and State competitions. Columbia Parks and Recreation has provided
facilities for basketball, bocce, golf, horseshoes, softball, swimming, tennis and volleyball. In
addition to providing facilities, Parks and Recreation has also provided equipment needed to
support the events, such as bleachers, tents, tables, chairs, and golf carts.

(See also Attachments D-I for community letters of support)

Volunteers

Columbia has a wealth of volunteer SoTuriieers e RIEHR

resources, as many of its citizens AT '_‘_? Powers Family
actively support their community o = { ) | Ten years ago, the Powers family volun-
through volunteer work. For Ty Q") teered at a Special Olympics event. The

R . " ) - parents and three kids enjoyed working
example, this past year citizens ; bl 8 with the athletes so much that they are still
volunteered 6,153 hours to support I : il Involved with the program today.

. ., ot - Columbia‘s Parks and Recreation Special
Columbia Parks and Recreation’s G Olympics program has 278 participants who
Adapted Sports/SpeciaI OIympics I A s \! participate in nine sports throughout the

. . year. These sports are an avenue for personal,
Program. ThIS program haS had ] m Powers Fam"y emotional and physi(al growth_
steady increase in volunteers over it Rewensathe dad, istheadcoachifor bowiing
i . and golf individual skills, a chaperone and fills in for multiple sports and tasks.
the past four years, with Fiscal Year "He works hard to create an environment to maximize the athletes’ suc-

2014 hours representing a 35% cess,” said Jody Cook, Parks and Recreation Special Olympics.
increase over the previous year.
Citizens volunteered over 43,000
hours to the City of Columbia, at a
value of $952,529 according to the
national volunteer rate. City Volunteer Program staff estimates that about 6,000 individuals
contributed to various City department volunteer projects and activities. Show Me State

SO volunteer family honored in city newsletter
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Games reports about 850 volunteers during their 2014 season. As Special Olympics Missouri
staff is aware, hundreds of local volunteers supported the 2014 Special Olympics Summer
Games in Columbia, MO. This is just a sampling of the volunteer resources available in
Columbia, not to mention all the volunteers working with hospitals, churches, schools and other
agencies.

Since 1901, the local newspaper, the Columbia Daily Tribune, has honored community
volunteers with the Hero Awards. The current volunteer Hero Award categories are for
Individual, Group, Health Care, Education or Literacy, Community Protection, and the Arts.
Each year numerous nominations are submitted for these awards that honor the self-sacrificing
individuals in this citizen-engaged community.

Local Support Services, Businesses, and Lodging

Columbia certainly has the services, businesses and lodging facilities needed to support the
Training for Life Campus and its special events. Columbia has over 150 local eateries and 38
lodging facilities. (See Attachment C for a map of lodging locations.) Columbia is the host city
for the Show Me State Games, which drew over 25,000 athletes along with their coaches and
supporters to Columbia this past season. The city has been able to accommodate record crowds
of over 70,000 people attending University of Missouri football games.

There is no shortage of media
coverage for local events and
news. Special Olympics events
and fundraisers in Columbia have
been effectively covered in
Columbia’s local news. “Cities .

. . Cities compete
compete for Special Olympics to host Special
campus” even appeared as a front Olympics site
page headline in the Columbia
Daily Tribune on October 2, 2014.

L.y
e ) TT T ge—rrr v e ar—— P SrEabe o ot 3 2008

oot i eneee STORNY WEATHER

Columbia has seven colleges and
universities and has often been
referred to as "Collegetown Special Olympics media coverage
U.S.A." Higher education plays a
major economic and social role in
the community.

Columbia's sizable medical network provides mid-Missouri, and the entire state, with high
quality healthcare. The city's medical population brings positive economic influence, attracts
medically related industries and provides residents with progressive medical services
comparable to those offered in cities many times its size. Some of the specialized services
include a children's hospital, a residential school for the mentally handicapped, comprehensive
care nursing homes, fully accredited rehabilitation services, a Ronald McDonald House, and the
services of visiting nurses.

-6-
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No wonder Milken Institute ranked Columbia as the #1 best performing small city of 2013,
Parade Magazine ranked Columbia as America’s Hardest Working Town in 2013, and
Livability.com ranked Columbia #4 of the Top 10 College Towns of 2013. (See the enclosed
Columbia Visitor and Area Guide for more information about Columbia’s resources.)

Other Related Items

Columbia has taken pro-active steps to improve its status as a regional sports destination venue
and has recently contracted with Aquarius-Victus to conduct an analysis of the existing and
potential venues for enhancement. As part of this study, Parks and Recreation staff believes
that the recommendation of a local "sports commission" will be put forth; and if enacted, could
provide another funding source for sports venues and large events, such as those hosted by
Special Olympic Missouri.

As discussed earlier, Columbia is home to numerous universities and colleges including the
University of Missouri and Columbia College. As the home of the Tigers and Cougars, the
opportunities for working with the players, coaches and staff of the various sports are increased
simply due to being in the same town.

About Columbia Parks & Recreation

Columbia Parks and Recreation employs 84 permanent employees and just over 800 seasonal
employees. It has a $16 million annual budget, which includes a $2.4 million capital
improvement program. The department manages over 3,100 acres of park land, 83 parks and
recreation facilities, and about 51 miles of trails.

Columbia Parks and Recreation has
fostered successful partnerships and
cooperative use of facilities with
agencies such as Columbia Public
Schools, Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC), and the County
of Boone. For example, Missouri
Department of Conservation built its
regional office in Gans Creek
Recreation Area through a land swap
agreement, and Columbia Parks and
Recreation built its new community
center on MDC land. Both parties
have benefitted from this partnership.

Columbia Parks and Rec partners with MDC

Columbia Parks and Recreation also
has an excellent reputation for
successfully completing its capital improvement projects, with the Park Sales Tax being the
main funding source for the department’s capital improvement program. The tax was initially
passed by voters in 2000, and has been successfully renewed every five years - in 2005 and

-7
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again in 2010, with 64% in favor. In the most recent citywide citizen satisfaction survey
conducted in 2013, Parks & Recreation received one of the highest satisfaction ratings for City
services, with 86% reported satisfied. (This was higher than both the regional and national
benchmarks for parks and recreation departments, which were 76% and 71% respectively.)
Parks and Recreation is confident regarding the support of the City Council for the Training for
Life Campus project and genuinely optimistic about the continuation of community support for
the extension of the Park Sales Tax in the upcoming November 2015 ballot.

Contingency

This proposal and any cooperative agreements resulting therefrom are contingent on City
Council approval, which includes a public hearing process. Any funding support outlined in this
proposal is contingent upon the renewal of the Park Sales Tax in the November 2015 ballot and
the inclusion of these proposed projects in the list of 2015 ballot projects to be funded, which
also requires City Council approval.

Proposal submitted by:

M /VI /‘L.'-i)-cl‘?-r"r /O -7 - /4

Mike Griggs, Director d}‘yCofumbia Parks and Recreation Date




Attachment A

2014 Southeast Regional Park Master Plan
A. Perry Philips Park & Gans Creek Recreation Area

SPECIAL OLYMPICS CAMPUS
COLUMBIA, MO PROPOSAL

A. PERRY PHILIPS
s PARK
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Sports Complex (future)
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Track and Athletic Field
(400 meter track)
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(Pedestrian/Bicycle)
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Attachment B

2014 Southeast Regional Park Master Plan
A. Perry Philips Park & Gans Creek Recreation Area

Multipurpose Indoor
Sports Complex (future)

Graded Practice Field Area
(future)

Main Pavilion Building
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Parking for 300

Track and Athletic Field
(400 meter track)

Multi-Use Perimeter Trail

(Pedestrian/Bicycle)
Appr. 0.75 Mile Loop (future)

Multi-Use Lake Trail
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Appr. 1.5 Mile Loop (existing)
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COLUMBIA, MISSOURI

POINTSOFINTEREST

¥ Activity & Recreation Center (ARC)
I} Central Missouri Events Center

I Columbia Cemetery

' Columbia College

K3 Columbia Mall

I3 Columbia Regianal Airport

K3 Columbia Star Dinner Train

Il Convention and Visitors Bureau Visitor Infarmation Center (see inset)

W Cosmo Park

[l The District - Columbia’s Vibrant Downtown

A Maplewood Home Boone County Historic Museumn
W Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial & MKT Trail Access
[T MU Faurot Red/Hearnes Center/Mizzou Arena

0 Shelter Insurance Gardens

[l Stephens College

A stephens Lake Park

[N Uriversity of Missouri (MU)

I Visitor Information Center (see inset)

ACCOMMODATIONS:

1 America’s Best Value Inn & Suites

2 Baymont Inn & Suites

8 Budget Host Inn

4 Candewood Suites

8 Comfort Suites

6 Country Inn &Suites

1 Courtyard By Marriott

8 Days Inn Conference Center

8 Deluxe Inn

0 Drury Inn

11 Eastwood Motel

12 Econo Lodge

M Extended Stay America

M Fairfield Inn &Suites by Marriott

® Hampton Inn Columbia

%6 Hampton Inn &Suites at MU

17 Hilton Garden Inn

M Holiday Inn East

M Holiday Inn Executive Center

20 Holiday Inn Express & Suites (opening soan)
21 Howard Johnson

22 La Quinta Inn & Suites

23 Motel 6 East

24 Quality Inn

28 Ramada Inn & Suites

28 Red Roof Inn

21 Residence Inn by Marriott

20 Staybridge Suites

29 Stoney Creek Inn & Conference Center
80 Super 6

31 Super 7

82 Super 8 Clark Lane

83 Super 8 Fast

34 The Broadway - A DoubleTree by Hilton (see inset - opening soon)
85 The Gathering Place Bed & Breakfast
38 The Tiger Hotel (see inset)

& University Avenue Bed & Breakfast
88 Wingate by Wyndham
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City OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI

OFFICE OF CiTYy MANAGER

October 15, 2014

Mark Musso

President and CEO

Special Olympics Missouri
1001 Diamond Ridge, Suite 800
lefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Musso,

As City Manager, | am pleased to write this letter in strong support of locating the Special Olympics
Missouri (SOMO) Training for Life Campus in Columbia; at our new 460-acre Gans/Philips southeast
regional park. We know that Columbia Parks and Recreation will make an ideal partner in this project
and any co-operative use facilities provide an opportunity to save development dollars.

Columbia has historically shown their support for the Special Olympics by hosting the State Summer
Games, as well as providing financial support, fund raising, and providing volunteers. The City of
Columbia is a diverse community with a wide array of activities and events for our citizens, students and
visitors; we believe that the COMO Training for Life Campus would be a welcome addition to our

existing amenities.

Columbia is centrally located in the state with direct access to Interstate 70, making it a perfect host city
for the state SOMO campus; as more than 71 percent of all Special Olympics athletes travel from the
Kansas City and St. Louis metro areas. Columbia is a college town with a population of over 115,000;
providing our residents and visitors with an ample amount of hotels, restaurants, health care facilities

and many other amenities to choose from.

In advance, thank you for considering the city of Columbia as a location for the new state campus for
Special Olympics Missouri. Please contact me should you have any further questions.

*

Mike Matthes
City Manager

701 E. BroaDpway ¢ PO. Box 6015 ¢ CoLumsiA, Missourt 65205-6015
(573) 874-7214 « FAX (573) 442-8828 « TTY (573) 874-7215

www.GoCoLuMmBIAMO.coM
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4 City oF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI

OFFICE OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL

October 14, 2014

Mark Musso

President and CEO

Special Olympics Missouri
1001 Diamond Ridge, Suite 800
Jefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Musso:

As mayor of the city of Columbia, I strongly support the location of the Special Olympics Missouri
(SOMO) Training for Life Campus in our community. Historically, Columbia has shown support for
SOMO by hosting the State Summer Games, providing financial support, fundraising, and providing
volunteers, and I feel this partnership could be enhanced by this effort.

Columbia is a perfect host city for your statewide organization as it is centrally located within Missouri,
and can be conveniently accessed from Interstate 70 and Highway 63. Our community has many
restaurants and hotels in the area to accommodate visitors. As a college town and home to the University
of Missouri, Stephens College and Columbia College, the pool for volunteers and interns of varying skills
and experiences is great. In addition, there are many cultural and recreation opportunities to experiences,
such as Mizzou sporting events, theatrical plays, festivals, and our wonderful trail network. Columbia
also has a great health care system with the Boone Hospital Center and the University of Missouri
Healthcare System.

The City has a fantastic Parks and Recreation Department, and they would make an ideal partner in your
effort to develop a Training for Life Campus and a state headquarters. They are experienced in the
development and maintenance of athletic facilities and fields as can be seen throughout the community
and with the Activity and Recreation Center (ARC) and the Columbia Cosmopolitan Recreation Area
(Cosmo Park). They also have experience in partnering with other organizations, such as the Columbia
Public Schools, with swimming pools, tennis courts, and other shared amenities.

Thank you for considering Columbia as a location for the Training for Life Campus. I believe the
Philips/Gans regional park area would be a fantastic location for your organization, and the cooperative
use of those facilities would provide an excellent opportunity to save development dollars. I look forward
to strengthening our partnership with SOMO through this effort.

Sincerely,

Bob McDavid
Mayor

701 E. Broabway ® PO. Box 6015 ¢ CoLumsia, Missourl 65205-6015
(573) 874-7222 » FAX (573) 442-8828 » www.GoCoLumBiaAMoO.coM



il Attachment F
COLUMBIA
CHAMBER

OF COMMERCE

Mark Musso

President and CEO

Special Olympics Missouri
1001 Diamond Ridge, Ste. 800
Jefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Musso:

On behalf of the Columbia Chamber of Commerce we strongly support and encourage the location of
the Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO) Training for Life Campus in Columbia. With Columbia’s direct
access by Interstate 70 and Highway 63, athletes, families and friends will find it very easy to travel.
Along with the abundance of hotels and restaurants, Columbia offers many other opportunities for
entertainment and shopping.

Columbia provides SOMO with a unique set of amenities with access to volunteers, healthcare and
professional resources found on the campuses of University of Missouri, Columbia College and Stephens
College. Volunteers and interns with a desire to develop skills while contributing to their community is a
resource not easily found in surrounding cities in Central Missouri.

We thank you for considering Columbia as the location for the new location of the SOMO Training for
Life Campus. We look forward to building a partnership with you that is viable to both Special Olympics
Missouri and Columbia.

Sincerely,

Matt McCormick, IOM CCE
President
Columbia Chamber of Commerce

300 S Providence Rd © PO Box 1016 * Columbia, MO 65205-1016  ACCREDITED)

(573) 874-1132 * FAX (573) 443-3986



Attachment G

C OLUMBIA, MO City of Columbia, Missouri

WHAT YOU UNEXPECT Convention and Visitors Bureau

Mark Musso

President and CEO

Special Olympics Missouri
1001 Diamond Ridge, Suite 800
Jefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Musso:

The Columbia Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) is delighted that Columbia is being considered for the
future home of the Special Olympics Missouti Training for Life Campus. The CVB has had the pleasure of

partnering with the team from Special Olympics for the Summer Games, and we know first-hand the impact
your organization can have on a community both professionally and personally.

The Columbia CVB has supported Special Olympics, both financially and through volunteering, for many
years. Through our Tourism Development Program, we’ve been able to provide monetary support in the
amount of $61,000 since 2006 and would eagetly continue to support Special Olympics in the future.
Columbia is committed to improving its status as a regional sports destination and has recently conducted a
comprehensive analysis of the existing and potential venues for enhancement. At the conclusion of this
study, we believe a recommendation of a local sports commission will be put forth, which could put our
community in a stronger position to support youth and amateur sports.

Special Olympics is a proven economic generator for our community. Hotel room nights, local shopping,
and dining in restaurants are only part of the activities that add to the economic impact of your athletes
visiting Columbia. The local community, both businesses and residents, recognizes the benefits of hosting
your organization and athletes.

An integral part of the Special Olympics mission statement involves providing year-round sports training,
which this campus addresses beautifully. Your mission statement also talks about shating of gifts, skills and
friendship with families, Special Olympics athletes and the community. Columbia has embraced these
sentiments with every event we have hosted. Higher education institutions, Columbia Public Schools,
Columbia Parks and Rectreation, the CVB, and the City itself have always understood the importance of
hosting Special Olympics and will continue to enthusiastically support your athletes and your organization.
Our volunteer base also has stepped up for the Summer Games as well as the Polar Plunge and other events
hosted throughout the year.

By watching the athletes compete and seeing their smiles, no matter the outcome, everyone involved in your
events walks away touched and with a broader perspective of what these athletes overcome to compete. The
athlete’s oath, “Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be BRAVE in the attempt™ captures the true spirit of
Special Olympics, and Columbia would be privileged and honored to partner with your organization for years
to come as the home\of the Training for Life Campus.

Sincerely,

1%1 i

“Director
Columbia Eonvention and Visitors Bureau

300 South Providence Road Columbia, MO 65203

(573) 875-1231 (800) 652-0987 (573) 443-3986 VisitColumbiaMO.com



Co Attachment H
r@) Regional Economic Development, Inc.

Serving Columbia/Boone County, Missouri since 1988

October 6, 2014

Mark Musso

President and CEO

Special Olympics Missouri
1001 Diamond Ridge, Suite 800
Jefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Musso:

Regional Economic Development, Inc., (REDI) strongly supports the location of the Special Olympics Missouri,
(SOMO) Training for Life Campus in Columbia. The central location, access to restaurants and accommoda-
tions for visitors, and active Visitor’s Bureau makes Columbia an ideal home for the state SOMO campus.

With more than 71 percent of all Special Olympics athletes hailing from the Kansas City and St. Louis metro
areas, Columbia’s direct access to Interstate 70 will provide a comfortable and easy drive for many athletes,
families and friends of SOMO. Columbia’s size will also benefit staff and visitors of the SOMO campus, as
there are an abundance of hotels and restaurants throughout the area. Columbia has a variety of health care
professionals from the University of Missouri Health System and Boone Hospital Center, both institutions with
state-wide recognitions for excellence in care.

Columbia as a college-town provides SOMO with a unique set of amenities, with a large number of poten-

tial volunteers with a variety of skills and experiences. There are many professional resources found on the
campuses of the University of Missouri, Stephens College and Columbia College that may benefit the staff and
athletes of Special Olympics Missouri. Volunteers and interns with a desire to develop skills while contribut-
ing to their community is a resource not easily found in surrounding cities in Central Missouri.

Columbia is a town that thrives on educational and cultural experiences, often hosting nationally-recognized
events such as the annual True/False Film Festival and the Roots ‘n Blues BBQ Festival. Considering Columbia
as the home for Special Olympics Missouri would only increase the diversity of events and activities available
to visitors and residents alike.

We thank you for considering our city as a location for the new state campus for Special Olympics Missouri.
We sincerely hope that you see Columbia, (CoMO) as a location where SOMO can flourish.

Sincerely,
Todd Culley {/Michael Brooks
Chair resident

500 East Walnut, Suite 102
Columbia, MO 65201
www.columbiaredi.com

Phone: 573/442.8303



Attachment |

REST,

October 15, 2014

Mark Musso

President and CEO

Special Olympics Missouri
1001 Diamond Ridge Suite 800
Jefferson City, MO 65109

Dear Mr. Musso,

I am writing on behalf of the Columbia/Mid-Missouri chapter of the Missouri
Restaurant Association in support of Columbia as the future location of the
Special Olympics Missouri Training for Life campus and state headquarters of
SOMO.

MRA recognizes the importance of Special Olympics and its impact on the lives of
so many individuals. MRA has a history of supporting community service
organizations and looks forward to welcoming Special Olympics to our
community.

The Special Olympic athletes visiting the campus each year will also have the
opportunity to experience Columbia through dining, entertainment and shopping
during their stay. It's important to note that Columbia is a thriving restaurant town
with more than enough facilities to accommodate athletes, coaches and families
with a variety of dining experiences.

The MRA works closely with other industry partners to provide the best possible
experience for those visiting Columbia, and | feel confident that Columbia is the
best host city for such a special endeavor.

4

Sincerely, /
) 18
oocMeptl]
David Maxwell, owner BBCII
Columbia/Mid-Missouri MRA President



