PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Thursday, Feb. 16, 2006
Daniel Boone City Building, 701 E. Broadway

Mezzanine Conference Room

7:00 pm
MINUTES

Commission Present: Bill Pauls, Terry Kloeppel, Dennis Knudson, Larry Hine, Julia Grus, Marin Blevins
Staff Present: Mike Hood, Mike Griggs, Tammy Miller
Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm by Pauls. 
Agenda: The agenda was approved on a motion from Kloeppel, seconded by Hine. 

Minutes: The January minutes were approved on a motion from Blevins, seconded by Grus.
Monthly Report: Blevins asked about a volunteer performing administrative work.   Hood answered that an individual had been working in the PMC office, performing some clerical duties. Having a volunteer in the office is a new thing, Hood added, but it has worked out well.  
The January monthly report was approved on a motion from Grus, seconded by Knudson.

Election of Vice Chairperson

Pauls asked for nominations for the vacant Vice Chairperson position. Knudson nominated Kloeppel, with Hine seconding the nomination. Kloeppel was unanimously elected Vice-Chair of the Commission. 

Ballot Issue Update

Hood shared the list of park projects that will be funded by the extension of the parks sales tax. The list was approved by City Council in December. He said the timing of the projects on the list might be subject to change, but it would provide a guide for the next five years. 

Hood said several factors went into choosing and prioritizing projects: need, work schedule and cash inflow/outflow. He described the list as very aggressive and mentioned all projects listed are in the Parks Master Plan. 

Kloeppel asked about the restroom project on the MKT?

Hood said there would be one built at the Forum access area and one at the Scott access. 

Blevins asked about water fountains, and Griggs responded they would be included. 

Blevins then asked about the Russell property. 
Hood said staff would have to resurrect the proposed Master Plan for the property and have it reviewed and approved by Council prior to proceeding with the project.. 

Pauls asked about the work scheduled to be done at the Philips property in fiscal year 2007?

Hood said the purpose will be to open the property to the public, providing access, parking and some improvements. This would include a fishing dock and boat ramp. 

County House Trail Report

Hood described the proposed trail, which would follow the path of County House Branch. It is part of the Trails Master Plan and would connect Twin Lakes to the ARC and Again Street Park. The trail would follow the natural drainage of the branch. Council had been reviewing a sewer project, and had requested staff to look into acquiring trail easements at the same time.  Hood shared a conceptual drawing with the Commission of the trail. Acquiring easements may be a challenge, Hood said, but felt the project was feasible. He added that the trail project might be considered for funding through the $22 million national alternative transportation pilot project. 
MPRA Conference

Hood reminded the Commission that the MPRA Conference will be Feb. 21-24. Both Griggs and Ristow will be in attendance. 

Council Items  

Hood told Commissioners that in January, the Council reviewed and unanimously approved the master plan for the Nifong Park historic village. The first item of priority under the plan is the renovation of the Easley Store. 
At the March 6 meeting, the Council is holding two public hearings related to parks and recreation. The first is gaining input regarding the Smith-Manhasset property as a neighborhood park. Hood said if the cul-de-sac planned for the park is located at the end of Manhassett Drive, several large oak trees would have to be removed. Instead, planners are proposing a turn-around on an adjacent vacant lot. The other public hearing will be on the annual paving project. Almost $306,000 worth of paving is scheduled for the spring and summer, including a new lot at Antimi and expansion of the lot at the ARC, among many other projects.
Capital Projects Update
Griggs shared project updates:
The first rental at the Riechmann Pavilion is on March 3 and the facility is almost complete. Parking lot lights have been installed. 

At Antimi, work will begin to reinstall electrical service to the ball field lights and new concession building. 

The inline roller hockey rink in Cosmo is almost completed. 

At Flat Branch Park phase II, haz-mat clean-up continues. Griggs said crews are finding more polluted soil than they had anticipated, but work is continuing. 

Blevins asked about the RC track at Cosmo?
Griggs said the Thunder Club will build an observation deck. A meeting is scheduled with the club in early March to discuss the project. 

Commission Comments

On behalf of the Bike/Ped Commission, Knudson asked about the specs for planning trails?
Hood said it depends on if federal or state money is involved with the project. There are various standards used in the planning of trails, but which standards are applicable depends on what type of trail is being built and which funding source     is being used. 

Knudson asked about bike racks at Stephens Lake Park?

Griggs said after some debate among staff, the racks have been ordered and will be installed soon. 

Knudson then asked about Moberly Community College students parking at Stephens Lake Park?

Hood updated the Commission on the situation with the students parking at the Old 63, then cutting across the grass to get to their classes on the other side of Walnut. He said staff has met with the college and is exploring solutions to what could become a parking problem as the weather improves. He said the city staff has several options, including: enforcing a potential zoning violation, Council restricting all Stephens Lake lots to park users only and writing tickets, requiring the college to shuttle students from another lot, or working with the college to build a parking lot, which is part of the park’s Master Plan. Hood said that may be the best option, but the City  is awaiting a written proposal from the college. 

Kloeppel asked when the Commission vacancy would be filled?

Hood said it should be filled at the next council meeting (Feb. 20). 

Kloeppel then pointed out that Knudson was selected to be on the committee formed by Mayor Hindman for the trails pilot project. 

Blevins asked about the new parking at the ARC?

Hood said the lot would be expanded to the north, to keep options open for future development on the site. 

Pauls asked about portions of Bear Creek being blocked by local businesses?

Griggs said the business owners are aware they cannot block the trail and have been contacted. 

Staff Comments
Hood told the Commission that Betty Moore, a long-time Parks and Rec employee who was retired, recently passed away. 
Public Comments
Sean Smith, a student in the audience, asked about future plans for Hominy Branch Trail and linking to the north side of the city. 

Hood shared information about the trail and how it would be routed. 

Barbi Miller, resident, asked about the private property next to Rhett’s Run and if the owner had ever been approached about selling?
Hood said as a citizen, Miller had the right to approach the property owner, but if there were any type of negotiations, staff would have to get involved. 

Dan Clinkinbeard, resident and volunteer on Rhett’s Run, asked about what was written in the January meeting minutes about Hine saying he had almost been run over on the mountain bike trail?

Hine said yes, he had come close to that. 

Clinkinbeard said he felt the trail was safe to walk on. He added that he had tried to take care of the trail and put up markers provided by Parks staff. He agreed that he did put up signs without permission and said he would not do that in the future. He told staff he thought the planned trail markings were a good idea and will help people on the trail. 

Hine asked Clinkinbeard if he would stop cutting down trees?

Clinkinbeard said he did not cut down any more trees than Parks and Rec did. He said he does take a little saw with him when he goes out on the trail. He added he felt that had been a small issue in the past for Parks and Rec. 
Hine told Clinkinbeard it would be addressed in the future. 

Clinkinbeard said he felt like he was helping parks staff but he would have to talk to Mike (Hood) about maintenance. 

Grus said it needed to be pointed out that statements were made at the January meeting that Parks and Rec relied on the help of volunteers. She said perhaps communication has broken down somewhere along the line, but that maintaining good partnerships were important. 

Clinkinbeard said that on the map of Rhett’s Run, a start and finish point were needed. He asked why the secondary trails on the map would not be marked? He then asked if Parks staff had gotten permission to cut down trees along the trail?

Hood reminded Clinkinbeard that staff would be meeting with him the following Tuesday. He said Clinkinbeard’s questions would be answered at that meeting. 

Miller then asked about how to reach the Park Ranger? 

Griggs said if she would dial 911, Park Ranger Arens would be dispatched. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.
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