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It quickly became apparent that there are multiple options available at various beach and lake
swimming areas around the country (see Attachment B). Many of these solutions were very
expensive, temporary, or so portable that they were subject to vandalism or theft.

Staff also contacted Debbie Newby, Park Superintendent of Finger Lakes State Park to find out what
the Division of Missouri State Parks offers at its’ unguarded swimming facilities. Supt. Newby
stated that some State Parks have no access to the water and others, like Finger Lakes, have a
concrete ramp without curbs or railings that run up close to the edge of the water.

Staff looked at products that were permanent, requiring little maintenance or staff time, and were
cost efficient and are recommending that a 6-ft wide concrete ramp be constructed with two access
points into the water. In addition to providing federal directed disability access, other benefits of this
walkway include:

 Provide access for strollers across the beach and into the grass area. Works for wheeled
coolers or play wagons as well.

* Six foot wide walkway provides adequate space for users pushing strollers, or carrying
bags, coolers, floating devices, etc., to safely pass each other.

® Separate the sand from turf and clearly defines the beach area. Sand currently mixes in
with the turf area, killing the grass.

¢ Alleviate complaints on how hot the sand gets. If needed, users can access grass area or
lake without walking on the sand.

* Users won’t have to exit beach area with sand covered feet. Beach goers often climb over
shot fence and into the sprayground to wash sand off their feet, causing the sand to clog
the sprayground pumps and nozzles.

* In speaking with some beach users, parents prefer the gentle, steady slope of the walkway
as it enters water, especially for toddlers and younger children.

Staff anticipates starting this work after the beach closes September 30, 2011 and having it done in
time for when the beach opens May 1, 2012. Construction of the ramps into the water will be
similar to that of boat ramps in that the concrete will be poured on land and when dry, will be pushed
into the water. The connecting concrete walkway will then be poured and tied into the ramps. Work
will be done by park staff.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Staff estimates that the cost of the walkway, including concrete and rebar will be approximately
$5,000. Work will be done by park force account labor. Funding will be provided by an already
existing annual major park maintenance project titled “walkway repairs” which is designated to be
used to repair damaged walkways and trails in the park system. This project is budgeted at $10,000
and staff feels that the remaining $5,000 is enough to repair all of the priority broken walkways.
Maintenance is relatively non-existent as staff is currently spending maintenance time at the beach
dragging the sand and picking up trash.

VISION IMPACT:

12 Vision Statement: A network of attractive and safe parks and recreational amenities are
connected by trails and greenways that provide area residents with access to nature, recreation, and
facilities for active play, both indoors and out.

12.1 Goal: A variety of attractive, well-maintained parks throughout Columbia-including
neighborhood parks, regional parks, nature parks, and urban parks-will ensure all residents have
access to a full range of outdoor and indoor recreational opportunities.

SUGGESTED COUNCIL ACTIONS:
Staff will proceed with this improvement unless Council directs otherwise.












