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MINUTES 
SPECIAL 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING – COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 
APRIL 20, 2009 

 
INTRODUCTORY 
 
 The City Council of the City of Columbia, Missouri met for a special session at 5:30 p.m., 

on Monday, April 20, 2009, in the Council Chamber of the City of Columbia, Missouri.  The roll 

was taken with the following results: Council Members WADE, NAUSER, HOPPE, HINDMAN, 

JANKU and SKALA were present.  Council Member STURTZ was absent.  The City Manager, 

City Counselor, City Clerk and various Department Heads were also present. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 Mayor Hindman noted this would be Mr. Janku’s last meeting and that he had 

represented the Second Ward for eighteen years.  He believed Mr. Janku had been a terrific 

contributor with regard to Council business.  He had a great memory and had come up with a lot 

of good ideas in assisting Columbia in becoming a progressive city.  He thought he represented 

the Second Ward well, while still looking after the best interest of the community as a whole.  He 

commented that it had been a pleasure to serve with him and that Columbia owed him a great 

debt of gratitude. 
 
(A) Comments of Mr.Janku, Outgoing Second Ward Council Member 
 
 Mr. Janku thanked Mayor Hindman for his generous words.  He stated appreciation for 

his parents, who had encouraged him to be involved in a civic way.  His mother, in particular, 

had been involved with St. Louis County and the League of Women Voters in various ways in an 

effort, which unfortunately failed, to unify St. Louis City and St. Louis County back in the 1960’s.  

It was an event that impacted him in a number of ways.  He thanked his immediate family, who 

had gone through all of the fun, trials and tribulations involved with being a Council member.  He 

recognized his wife, Anne, who was in the audience.  He thanked their children, who also 

experienced the Council lifestyle.  They had been very encouraging and had helped with 

campaigns and brochures.  He stated appreciation for the constituents of the Second Ward that 

had given him the opportunity to serve the community and entrusted him with that responsibility.  

He mentioned some supporters to include Patty & Larry Epps, John Pipes and Harold 

Anderson.  He thanked his Council colleagues over the years and noted he had served with 

nineteen different Council members.  He pointed out it had been an incredible learning 

experience.  The diversity with regard to occupation and personal backgrounds of those that 

had been and were presently on the Council had contributed to the success of Columbia, and 

he hoped it would continue.  He recognized the two Mayors he served with.  Mary Anne 

McCollum gave him a push into politics by appointing him to various boards and commissions 

and encouraging him to run for the Second Ward.  He appreciated her encouragement and 

support over the years.  It had been fourteen years since he and Mayor Hindman had met and 

worked together in this role.  He appreciated Mayor Hindman’s strong support over the years for 

projects within the Second Ward and for not only trails and parks, but for quality infrastructure 

improvements, such as Providence and Rangeline.  He commended Mayor Hindman for his 
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excellent ideas as well.  He brought the round-a-bout idea to Columbia and solved one of the 

great problems of the Second Ward, the intersection of Creasy Springs and Business Loop, 

which for years had been known as malfunction junction.  He congratulated his successor, 

Jason Thornhill, and stated he was confident he would serve the citizens of the Second Ward 

and the community well.  He noted he had the opportunity to talk to him and would continue to 

offer any assistance he could to help him move forward in this role.  He expressed his deep 

appreciation and support for the City staff he had the opportunity and pleasure to work with over 

the years.  This included two City Managers, Mr. Beck and Mr. Watkins, who had served 

Columbia well.  He pointed out he was pleased to have been involved with the selection of Mr. 

Watkins as City Manager as well.  He commented that he had enjoyed working with the 

department heads and stated he thought only two had survived his tenure, Chief Markgraf and 

Mr. Boeckmann.  He thanked Ms. Amin, the City Clerk, and stated he was pleased to have been 

involved in her selection as well.  He thanked Ms. Rhodes, who had put up with his enumerable 

e-mails and requests over the years.  In addition to the department heads, he also thanked all of 

the City employees as their hard work had contributed to Columbia’s quality of life. 

 Mr. Janku noted he had been asked how things would change now that he was no longer 

on the Council.  He commented that the family budget would go up because he would no longer 

receive free meals on Monday nights and or at work sessions and his wardrobe would be 

different because he would no longer have Council t-shirts to wear around town.  He stated he 

would have an opportunity to spend more time with his family and plan family vacations without 

looking at the Council schedule first.  He noted people had asked if it had been worth it, and the 

answer was definitely yes.  Even though there were long hours, hard work and tough decisions, 

in the end he felt he had been able to make a difference for the benefit of the community.  He 

believed Columbia had good times ahead.  Although they had challenges with the budget and 

other issues, he thought they would do well because of the quality of the Council and the fact 

the Council worked together so well.  Even though they had different opinions and ideas and 

strongly held opinions, he thought they worked together in a way where they publicly discussed 

issues and made the best decisions in the interest of the community.  This had been true since 

before his time on the Council and he thought it would continue.  It was also the reason he 

thought this community would continue to be a great place to live and do business.  

 
(B) Presentation to Outgoing Council Member Janku 
 
 Mr. Janku joined Mayor Hindman and Mr. Watkins at the podium.  Mayor Hindman asked 

Mrs. Janku to come forward as well and presented her with a corsage in recognition of the 

Council’s appreciation for her efforts during Mr. Janku’s tenure on the Council.   

Mayor Hindman presented Mr. Janku with a Resolution of Appreciation, a plaque 

recognizing his years of service on the Council and a certificate for a heritage tree to be planted 

in his honor in the park of his choice.   

 Mr. Watkins presented Mr. Janku with his nameplate, three of the original tiles from the 

Martin Luther King Jr. monument, a glass tile with the City logo and a gift from the City staff.     

 Mayor Hindman also presented Mr. Janku with a silver tray for his service as Mayor Pro-

tem.   

 
(C) Oath of Office – Council Members Jason Thornhill and Barbara Hoppe 
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 The City Clerk administered the Oath of Office to Council Members Thornhill and Hoppe.  

Mayor Hindman presented Council Members Thornhill and Hoppe with framed Commissions of 

Office.  Everyone then took their places at the Council dais. 

 
(D) Comments by Council Member Thornhill 
 
 Mr. Thronhill stated he was proud of the opportunity to be on the Council and looked 

forward to the next three years in attempting to help make Columbia better. 

 
(E) Comments by Council Member Hoppe 
 
 Ms. Hoppe thanked all of the people in the Sixth Ward who voted for her.  She wanted to 

especially thank her husband, who had been very enduring and patient over the last three years 

and had encouraged her to run again.  She thanked her daughter and son-in-law for attending 

the meeting tonight and for their support.  She stated she looked forward to working with the 

Council as she enjoyed working with each one of them even when they had differences because 

they worked well together.  She understood there were challenges ahead in terms of the budget, 

but thought they needed to look at the big and long term picture.  She looked forward to the next 

three years in terms of infrastructure and encouraging redevelopment and planning so that in 

the next 20-30 years, they would be in a good financial position.  Columbia being the shining 

star of mid-Missouri was her goal and she thought it was the goal of the citizens of Columbia as 

well.  

 
(F) Comments by the City Manager 
 
 Mr. Watkins acknowledged and introduced the City’s senior staff and stated they were 

the ones that did the real work in an effort to make everyone look good.    

 
(G) Election of Mayor Pro-tem 
 
 Mayor Hindman made the motion that Ms. Nauser be appointed Mayor Pro-tem.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Wade and approved unanimously by voice vote. 

 
(H) Appointment of Council Committees by Mayor 
 
 Mayor Hindman made appointments to the following committee: 
  
 CONLEY POOR FUND 
 Jason Thornhill 
 Karl Skala 
 Jerry Wade 
 
 Mayor Hindman congratulated Mr. Thornhill and Ms. Hoppe again and thanked them for 

their service. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Sheela Amin 
      City Clerk 


