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Text Change – Chapter 23 (Signs) 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

June 20, 2013 
 
SUMMARY
 
A request by the City of Columbia to approve revisions to Chapter 23 (Signs) and Chapter 29 (Zoning) 
of the City Code as it relates to signage definitions and permitted types of signage within the Scenic 
Roadway Overlay District (SR).  This amendment has been prepared in response to the signage 
moratorium established by Ordinance 21482.  (Case # 13-50) 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
On October 15, 2012, the City Council approved Ordinance 21482 (attached) establishing a 6-mnoth 
moratorium on the issue of permits for illuminated window sign.  On May 6 the Council approved a 3-
month extension of the moratorium.  It is scheduled to expire on August 6. 
 
The purpose of the moratorium was to evaluate the existing sign code and propose revisions that would 
address signs that have: 
 

1) Scrolling, racing, or pixelating images, text or symbols 
2) Use LED, LCD, or other electronic technologies 
3) Are located within 10 feet of a window or other opening on the wall of a building such that the 

sign presents its message to or attracts the attention of the public from outside. 
 
The attached ordinance proposes several changes to the sign code and zoning ordinance to address 
the purposes for which the moratorium was approved.  Additional potential revisions were identified 
during the Commission review; however, were felt to be beyond the scope of the moratorium.  The 
Commission, staff, and City’s Legal Department believe these additional revisions can be addressed at 
a later time during a more comprehensive revision of the sign code.   
 
The attached ordinance proposes to: 
 
a) Revise the definition of “animated sign”.   The revision removes reference to “display sign” as well as 

“safety warning signs and devices” as being excluded from the definition of an animated sign.   
 
A “display sign” will become subject to the definition of a “sign” as defined in the code.  Existing 
display signs would be permitted to operate as legal non-conformities; however, new display signs 
would be prohibited from having animation of any kind. 
 
“Safety warning signs and devices” are not considered signs by definition since they are not 
permanently attached to the ground and often operated for a public purpose within right-of-way.   
As such regulation of such signs was seen as unnecessary.   

 
b) Delete the definition of “display sign” and strike all references in the sign code and zoning ordinance 

to such signs.   
 

c) Add a definition for “digital sign” 
 

This revision provides standards for signs that use any electronic means of display for conveyance of 
a message arranged, intended, designated or used as an advertisement, announcement, or 
direction.  A digital sign; however, excludes electronically operated changing numeric message 
signs (i.e. fuel station pricing boards). 
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d) Revise the definition of “sign” 

 
The revision clarifies that signs may be located behind glass as long as they do not meet the 
definition of an “animated” or “digital” sign.   
 

e) Add  “digital sign” as an unlawful type of sign 
 
This revision replaces the reference to “display signs” as being unlawful.  This provision would ensure 
that future signs incorporating the use of LED, LCD, or other electronic technologies would not be 
allowed within the city limits.  Animated signs are presently a prohibited type of sign within the city.  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approve the proposed ordinance amendment.  
 
 
 

Report prepared by Patrick Zenner   Approved by Patrick Zenner 
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Date: June 11, 2013 
 
To: Columbia Signage Companies 
 
From: Patrick R. Zenner, Development Services Manager 
 
Re: Proposed Chapter 23 (Signs) amendment to the City of Columbia Code of Ordinances 
 
Attached you will find a proposed revision to the City’s sign code pertaining to “animated” and “digital” signs.  
The amendment was prepared in response to City Council’s passage of Ordinance #21482 (attached) which 
established a 6-month moratorium on the issuance of illuminated window signs that have electronic changeable 
copy.  This ordinance was extended on May 6, 2013 and is set to expire on August 6, 2013.   
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide you and others within the sign industry advance opportunity to comment 
on the proposed changes prior to a public hearing.  Per City Code, amendments to the sign ordinance are required 
to be heard before the City’s Planning and Zoning Commission.  A public hearing on the attached ordinance has 
been scheduled for June 20, 2013, at 7 pm in the City Council Chambers located at 701 East Broadway Street in 
Columbia, Missouri.   
 
In summary, the attached ordinance amends the existing sign code by: 
 

1. Revising the following definitions: 
a. Animated sign - removed safety warning signs and devices as well as display signs from the 

definition. 
b. Deletion of display sign 
c. Sign - Revised to exclude “digital signs” or “animated signs”.  The provision allowing signs 

behind the glass was retained provided such did not meet the definition of “digital sign” or 
“animated sign”.   

 
2. Addition of the following definitions to the code: 

a. Digital sign 
 
An additional desire of Council, per the signage moratorium, was to have existing electronic changeable copy 
signs to be amortized out of use over a period of time.  This issue has not been addressed in the revised ordinance.  
As such, signs becoming non-compliant upon passage of the proposed revisions would be permitted to operate as 
legal non-conforming signs provided they were remained compliant with Section 23-3 of the Sign Code.  This 
omission from the proposed ordinance is subject to change at Council’s discretion. 
 
If you have comments regarding the proposed amendment you are welcome to attend the public hearing on June 
20, 2013 or you may submit comments to my attention at przenner@gocolumbiamo.com.  If you prefer you may 
submit comment in writing to the address shown below – please ensure that such correspondence is addressed to 
my attention.   
 
The City Council has final authority in adopting, modifying, or denying the attached ordinance.  Tentatively, 
Council will have final reading on this ordinance at its July 15, 2013 meeting.  If you desire to submit comments 
to City Council please direct them to the City Clerk at 701 E. Broadway Street and reference Case #13-50.   
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