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                              Introduced by       
 
First Reading      Second Reading      
 
Ordinance No.      Council Bill No.        B 112-13   
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE 
 

extending the moratorium on illuminated window signs that 
have electronic changeable copy; referring this matter to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission for public hearing; and fixing 
the time when this ordinance shall become effective. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, AS 
FOLLOWS:  
 
 SECTION 1. As used in this ordinance, “illuminated window signs that have 
electronic changeable copy” means any sign that:  
 
 (1) Has blinking, scrolling, racing, pixelating or moving characters, text, symbols 

or other images;  
 
 (2) Uses LED, LCD or other digital or electronic technology; and  
 
 (3) Is placed within ten (10) feet of a window or other opening on the wall of a 

building in a manner that presents a message to or attracts the attention of 
the public outside. 

 
 SECTION 2.   The City Council finds that illuminated window signs that have 
electronic changeable copy jeopardize public safety by distracting drivers much more than 
traditional static signs.  The City Council wishes to consider an ordinance that would limit or 
prohibit such signs.  The City Council also wishes to prohibit the installation of such signs 
while it is considering an ordinance that would limit or prohibit them. 
 
 SECTION 3.  It shall be unlawful for any person to install an illuminated window sign 
that has electronic changeable copy while this ordinance is in effect. 
 
 SECTION 4.  It shall be unlawful for any person to allow any illuminated window sign 
that has electronic changeable copy that was  installed after October 1, 2012, to remain in 
place while this ordinance is in effect. 
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 SECTION 5. Staff is directed to refer the matter of illuminated window signs that 
have electronic changeable copy to the Planning and Zoning Commission for public 
hearing.    
 

SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage and shall remain in effect until September 3, 2013.  
 
 
 PASSED this _________ day of ______________________, 2013. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
City Clerk      Mayor and Presiding Officer 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Counselor 


