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AGENDA REPORT 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

MARCH 21, 2013 

SUMMARY 

 

A request by Stephens College (property owner) and the Hagan Scholarship 

Foundation (contract purchaser) for a two-lot, final minor plat to be known as 

“Academy Subdivision”; a right-of-way variance; and a sewer easement 

vacation. The 8.22-acre subject site is located north and south of Broadway at 

the Dorsey and Ripley intersections. (Case #13-26) 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

The applicants request a final plat, right-of-way variance, and sewer easement 

vacation for two sites that are currently part of the Stephens College campus, 

and are under contract to be sold to the Hagan Scholarship Foundation (“HSF”). 

Requests for rezoning to O-1 (office) and a master plan update for Stephens 

College were recommended for approval by the Commission at its March 7 

meeting. 

 

Platting the two lots confirms their status as legal, conforming lots. Previously, the 

subject site was part of multiple recorded surveys. The plat was reviewed by 

pertinent City staff and other agencies, and complies with the Subdivision 

Regulations, with the exception of the right-of-way for which a variance is being 

requested. 

 

Meetings were held between the applicants and staff in regard to right-of-way 

dedication and improvements that could occur along Broadway and the other 

streets bordering the properties. The applicants and Public Works director have 

arrived at a mutually acceptable solution to the amount of right-of-way and/or 

street easements being dedicated per the submitted subdivision plat. 

 

A right-of-way variance is sought for the Broadway corridor, which runs between 

the two lots. The Public Works director has approved a 42.5-foot half-width, which 

is being met by both lots one and two. The reduced width was approved, in part, 

because alternative methods exist to assist and control, where necessary, traffic 

flow through the area. Because such agreement has been reached, staff 

recommends the variance. 

 

A sewer easement vacation is also sought as part of this case. The easement 

encompasses an area north of Stephens Auditorium on the east side of lot two. 

The Public Works Department supports the easement vacation, as the easement 

is no longer necessary for public sewer purposes, if the plat is recommended for 

approval. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends approval of the final plat, ROW variance (as advised by the 

Public Works Director), and sewer easement vacation requests.   

 

 

VARIANCE(S) REQUESTED 
 

Section of Subdivision 

Regulations 

Description 

25-43 Right-of-way along Broadway 

 

SITE CHARACTERISTICS 
 

Area (acres) 8.22 

Topography Varied 

Vegetation Open green spaces with scattered tree cover, buildings, 

parking lots 

Watershed Flat Branch, Hinkson 

 

UTILITIES & SERVICES 
 

Sanitary Sewer 

All City of Columbia Services 
Water 

Electric 

Fire Protection 

 

ACCESS 
 

Broadway Center of site 

Major Roadway Plan 

classification 

Major arterial 

Capital Improvement 

Program projects 

Description: Multiple street and sidewalk projects 

Cost: N/A 

Right-of-way needed 42.5-foot half-width provided by plat 

 

Walnut St. North of site 

Major Roadway Plan 

classification 

Neighborhood collector 

Capital Improvement 

Program projects 

Description: None 

Cost: N/A 

Right-of-way needed 5-foot ROW included on plat for 25-foot half-width; 

Public Works notes possible left-turn lane at William St. in 

future 

 

 



Case #13-26 

Stephens College/Hagan Foundation 

Academy Subdivision—final plat 

 - 3 - 

Ripley St. West of lot 1 

Major Roadway Plan 

classification 

Local 

Capital Improvement 

Program projects 

Description: None 

Cost: N/A 

Right-of-way needed 20’ half-width in place 

 

Dorsey St. West of lot 2 

Major Roadway Plan 

classification 

Local 

Capital Improvement 

Program projects 

Description: None 

Cost: N/A 

Right-of-way needed 5-foot ROW included on plat for 25-foot half-width 

 

William St. East of site 

Major Roadway Plan 

classification 

Neighborhood collector 

Capital Improvement 

Program projects 

Description: Multiple street and sidewalk projects 

Cost: N/A 

Timeline:  

Right-of-way needed 11-foot street easement included on plat for 30-foot 

half-width 

 

Pedestrian Access Needs 

Sidewalks Installed in parts; needed in others 

CATSO Bicycle/Pedestrian 

Network Plan 

Broadway is a backbone/priority trail; Walnut 

is an urban trail/pedway 

 

PARKS & RECREATION 

 

Neighborhood Parks 

Plan 

Lions-Stephens Park adjacent to north 

Trails Plan None 

 

Report prepared by________________  Approved by___________________ 
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