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 Introduced by _________________________ 
 
First Reading ____________________  Second Reading ____________________ 
 
Ordinance No. ___________________  Council Bill No. ________B 322-12_______ 
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE 
 

proposing an amendment to the Home Rule Charter for the 
City of Columbia, Missouri pertaining to the use of eminent 
domain for economic development and blight; calling a special 
election to be held on April 2, 2013 on the proposed charter 
amendment; directing notification of the election authority; 
describing the form of the notice of election; directing 
publication of notice; and fixing the time when this ordinance 
shall become effective. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, AS 
FOLLOWS:  
 
 SECTION 1. The City Council proposes that the Home Rule Charter for the City of 
Columbia, Missouri be amended by adding the following new section:  
 
Section 167.  Use of Eminent Domain for Economic Development and Blight 
 
The city shall not exercise the power of eminent domain to acquire property for economic 
development, specific state, federal, or local economic development initiatives, or for 
programs related to economic development such as jobs programs, poverty alleviation, or 
area, community or neighborhood revitalization, with the intent that the property will 
ultimately be transferred to another person or entity to be used for private purposes. 
 
The designation of property as "blighted" for purposes of qualifying for any state or federal 
economic development program shall not be used as a step toward the use of eminent 
domain. 
 

SECTION 2.  The proposed Charter amendment set forth above shall become 
effective and part of the Home Rule Charter upon its approval by a majority of the qualified 
electors voting thereon. 

 
SECTION 3.  A special election is hereby ordered to be held in the City of Columbia, 

Missouri, on Tuesday April 2, 2013, on the following question: 
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PROPOSITION 1 
 
Shall the Columbia Home Rule Charter be amended to add a section that 
would prohibit the City from using eminent domain to acquire property for 
economic development with the intent that the property will ultimately be 
transferred to another person or entity to be used for private purposes? 
 
The designation of property as “blighted” for purposes of qualifying for any 
state or federal economic development program shall not be used as a step 
toward the use of eminent domain. 

 
 SECTION 4.  The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to notify the Clerk of 
the County Commission of Boone County, Missouri, of the adoption of this ordinance no 
later than 5 o'clock p.m. on January 22, 2013, and to include in the notification all of the 
terms and provisions required by Chapter 115, RSMo. as amended. 
 
 SECTION 5 The form of the notice of election shall be substantially as set forth on 
"Exhibit A" attached hereto and made a part hereof as fully as if set forth herein verbatim. 
 
 SECTION 6.  The City Clerk is authorized and directed to publish notice that the text 
of the proposed Charter amendment is available for inspection and copying in the office of 
the City Clerk.  This notice shall be published at least one time, at least one week before 
the election, in a daily newspaper in general circulation in the City of Columbia, Missouri. 
 

SECTION 7.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage.  
 
 
 PASSED this _________ day of ______________________, 2012. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
City Clerk      Mayor and Presiding Officer 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Counselor 



Exhibit A 
 
 NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION 
 City of Columbia, Missouri 
 
Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters of the City of Columbia, Missouri, that the City 
Council of the City has called an election to be held in the City on Tuesday, April 2, 2013, 
commencing at six o'clock a.m. and closing at seven o'clock p.m., on the question 
contained in the following sample ballot: 
 
 OFFICIAL BALLOT 
 Special Election 
 City of Columbia, Missouri 
 Tuesday, April 2, 2013 
 
 PROPOSITION 1 
 

Shall the Columbia Home Rule Charter be amended to add a section that 
would prohibit the City from using eminent domain to acquire property for 
economic development with the intent that the property will ultimately be 
transferred to another person or entity to be used for private purposes? 
 
The designation of property as “blighted” for purposes of qualifying for any 
state or federal economic development program shall not be used as a step 
toward the use of eminent domain. 

 □ YES 

 □ NO 
 
If you are in favor of the question, place an "X" in the box opposite "Yes."  If you are 
opposed to the question, place an "X" in the box opposite "No." 
 
The election will be held at the following polling places in the City:  
 

[polling places to be added by election authority] 
 
Dated this ________ day of ______________________, 2013. 
 

 
Wendy Noren 
Clerk of the County Commission 

 










