City of Columbia

701 East Broadway, Columbia, Missouri 65201

Agenda Item Number: B _20-15

Department Source: Law

To: City Council

From: City Manager & Staff

Council Meeting Date: January 5, 2015

Re: Calling a Special Election Relating to the Recall of Council Member Chadwick

Documents Included With This Agenda Item

Council memo, Resolution/Ordinance, Exhibits to Resolution/Ordinance
Supporting documentation includes: Petition to Recall Council Member Chadwick (page 1); City
Clerk's Certification dated December 30, 2014

Executive Summary

On December 30, 2014, the city clerk certified the petition to recall Council Member Chadwick
contained a sufficient number of valid signatures of registered voters in the First Ward (certification
attached) for a recall under the City Charter.

Discussion

Pamela Cooper filed a petition with the city clerk on December 8, 2014, demanding the recall of First
Ward Council Member Chadwick. Following an extensive review of the signatures presented, the city
clerk certified the recall petition had been signed by a sufficient number of registered voters within the
First Ward (see attached certification dated December 30, 2014) to qualify for submission to the
voters. Pursuant to Section 137 of the City Charter, the election on such recall is to be held at the
next available municipal election which is consistent with applicable notice provisions set forth in state
law. The final certification date for ballot issues to be provided to the county clerk for the April 7, 2015
municipal election day is January 27, 2015. Accordingly, an ordinance has been prepared to call for
a special election to be held in the First Ward of the City of Columbia, Missouri on April 7, 2015 to
consider the recall of Council Member Chadwick.

Section 139 of the City Charter provides that in the event a majority of persons who vote in the recall
election vote in favor of the recall, a vacancy in the office shall exist and the vacancy shall be filled as
provided in Section 9 of the Charter. Section 9 would require a special election to fill the vacancy. In
such event, the council would order the special election by resolution at its April 20, 2015 meeting
and at such time, the timeframe for submission of nominating petitions to fill the vacancy would be
established to meet filing deadlines for the August 4, 2015 election date.

In the alternative, if a majority of persons vote against the recall, the council member remains in office
and no further action will be taken.
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Fiscal Impact

Short-Term Impact: Because the City will already be paying for a portion of the April election, the
extra cost of placing this issue on the ballot would be minimal.

Long-Term Impact: Not applicable.

Vision, Strategic & Comprehensive Plan Impact

Vision Impact: Not Applicable
Strategic Plan Impact: Not Applicable
Comprehensive Plan Impact: Not Applicable

Suggested Council Action

Passage of the ordinance.

Legislative History

None. j
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Ordinance No. Council Bill No. B 20-15

AN ORDINANCE

calling a special election in the First Ward of the City of
Columbia, Missouri, to be held on Tuesday, April 7, 2015, to
consider the recall of Council member Ginny Chadwick;
describing the form of the notice of election; authorizing and
directing the City Clerk to give notice of the election; and fixing
the time when this ordinance shall become effective.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. A special election is hereby ordered to be held in the First Ward in the
City of Columbia, Missouri, on Tuesday, April 7, 2015, on the following question:

PROPOSITION 3

Shall Council member Ginny Chadwick be removed from office?

YES

NO

SECTION 2. The form of the Notice of Special Election shall be substantially as set
forth in "Exhibit A" attached hereto and made a part hereof.

SECTION 3. The City Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to notify the Clerk of
the County Commission of Boone County, Missouri, of the passage of this ordinance no
later than 5:00 o’clock p.m. on January 27, 2015, and to include in the notification all of the
terms and provisions required by Chapter 115, RSMo. as amended.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its
passage.

PASSED this day of , 2015.




ATTEST:

City Clerk Mayor and Presiding Officer

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Counselor



Exhibit A

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
City of Columbia, Missouri

Notice is hereby given to the qualified voters in the First Ward of the City of Columbia,
Missouri, that the City Council of the City has called a special election to be held on
Tuesday, April 7, 2015, commencing at six o'clock a.m. and closing at seven o'clock p.m.,
on the question contained in the following sample ballot:

OFFICIAL BALLOT
Special Election
City of Columbia, Missouri
Tuesday, April 7, 2015

PROPOSITION 3

Shall Council member Ginny Chadwick be removed from
office?

YES

NO

Voters in favor of the recall, place an “X” in the box opposite “Yes.”

Voters opposed to the recall, place an “X” in the box opposite “No.”

The election will be held at the following polling places in the First Ward of the City:

[polling places to be added by election authority]

Dated this day of , 2015.

Wendy Noren
Clerk of the County Commission
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS INCLUDED WITH
THIS AGENDA ITEM ARE AS FOLLOWS:

Petition to Recall Council Member Chadwick (page 1);
City Clerk’'s Certification dated December 30, 2014






Crty or CoLuMBIA, MISSOURI

Orrice oF City CLERK

CERTIFICATION RE: PETITION TO RECALL FIRST WARD COUNCIL MEMBER
VIRGINIA “GINNY” CHADWICK

Per Sections 136 and 137 of the Charter of the City of Columbia, Missouri, I, Sheela Amin, City
Clerk in and for the City of Columbia, County of Boone, State of Missouri, hereby certify today,
December 30, 2014, that the recall petition entitled Petition to Recall First Ward Council
Member Virginia “Ginny” Chadwick has been signed by a sufficient number of registered voters
as it has been signed by 319 City of Columbia registered voters.

The required number of First Ward - City of Columbia registered voter signatures needed was
equal in number to at least 30 percent of the number of votes cast at the last municipal election
for first ward council member, which by my calculation comes to 249 signatures (827 x 30%).

This certification does not waive any rights or obligations the City may have, on behalf of itself
or others, to claim or declare deficiencies in the form, content or subject matter of the petition.

Given under my hand and sea! of said City this 30th day of December, 2014.

s S

(seal) Sheela Amin
City Clerk
City of Columbia, Missouri
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