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 Introduced by _________________________ 
 
First Reading ____________________  Second Reading ____________________ 
 
Ordinance No. ___________________  Council Bill No. ______B 100-14______ 
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE 
 

amending Chapter 14 and Chapter 24 of the City Code as it 
relates to enabling and regulating the use of public streets and 
parking for mobile vending by food trucks; and fixing the time 
when this ordinance shall become effective. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, AS 
FOLLOWS:  
 
 SECTION 1. Chapter 14 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, 
Missouri, is hereby amended as follows: 
 

Material to be deleted in strikeout; material to be added underlined. 
 

Sec. 14-1.  Definitions. 
 
 The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings respectively ascribed: 
 
. . . 
 
 Local commercial motor vehicle. A commercial motor vehicle whose operations 
are confined solely to a municipality and that area extending not more than twenty-five 
(25) miles therefrom. 
 
 Mobile food vendor. A self-contained food service operation, located in a wheeled 
motor vehicle or trailer, used to store, prepare, display or serve food intended for individual 
portion service. 
 
 Motor vehicle. Any self-propelled vehicle not operated exclusively upon tracks, 
except farm tractors. 
 
. . . 
 
Sec. 14-283.  Parking for certain purposes prohibited. 

 
 No person shall park a vehicle upon any roadway for the principal purpose of: 
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(1) Displaying such vehicle for sale. 
 

. . . 
 
(6) Selling goods, merchandise or products of any kind from such vehicle; except 

mobile food vendors as lawfully permitted in this code.  
 
. . . 
 
Sec. 14-315.  Metered mobile food vending zones designated. 
 
 The following parking metered spaces are designated as mobile food vending zones: 
 

Cherry Street, south side, eight (8) spaces between Sixth Street and Seventh Street. 
 

Locust Street, south side, eight (8) spaces between Ninth Street and Tenth Street. 
 
Walnut Street, north side, ten (10) spaces between Ninth Street and Tenth Street.  

 
Sec. 14-316.  Reserving parking spaces in metered mobile food vendor zones. 
 
 (a)  To use a metered mobile food vending zone, a mobile food vendor shall be 
required to lease a meter bag(s) from the public works department using the fee schedule 
below.  Public works may request documentation to verify a mobile food vendor’s legal 
status to engage in business within the city limits of Columbia.   
 
 Daily Single Meter Bag: .........................................................  $10.00 
  
 Daily Double Meter Bag:.........................................................$20.00 
 
 Monthly Single Meter Bag: ...................................................$150.00 
 
 Monthly Double Meter Bag: ..................................................$200.00 
 
 (b) A mobile food vendor will be required to place a meter bag over a designated 
parking meter at least four (4) hours before the mobile food vendor intends to use the 
parking space. 
 
 (c) Parking spaces in mobile vending zones may not be occupied by a mobile 
food vendor between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.  
 
 (d) The meter bag must be removed when a mobile food vendor leaves the 
parking space.  
 
 
 



 
3 

 

 (e) Parking spaces in a mobile food vending zone are available on a first come, 
first served basis.  
 
 (f) When a meter bag is placed over a parking meter in a mobile food vendor 
zone, no vehicle shall park in the reserved space except for the mobile food vendor in 
possession of the meter bag. 

 
Secs. 14-3157—14-320. Reserved. 
 
. . . 
 
Sec. 14-416.  Two-hour zones. 
 
 No person shall, during the hours set forth in this division, park a vehicle in any 
parking space on the following designated streets or off-street parking lots, alongside of, 
next to, in front of, or behind which a parking meter is installed, for a longer period of time 
than two (2) hours at the rate established in section 14-413, except for a mobile food 
vendor with a meter bag issued by the public works department. 
 
 SECTION 2. Chapter 24 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Columbia, 
Missouri, is hereby amended as follows: 
 

Material to be deleted in strikeout; material to be added underlined. 
 

ARTICLE IX. MOBILE FOOD VENDORS 
 

Sec. 24-150.  Definitions. 
 
 The following words and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings respectively ascribed: 
 
 Mobile food vendor.  A self-contained food service operation, located in a wheeled 
motor vehicle or trailer, used to store, prepare, display or serve food intended for individual 
portion service.  
 
 Mobile food vending.  The sale of individually portioned food from a mobile food 
vendor.  
 
 Mobile food vending zone.  Areas demarcated for mobile food vending as set out in 
section 14-315 of this Code.  
 
 Wabash Station.  The spaces designated in writing by the director of public works in 
the Wabash Station parking lot.  
 
 Operation.  The period of time, including setup and closing, in which a mobile food 
vendor is open and selling individually portioned food.  
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Sec. 24-151.  Mobile food vending allowed with certain restrictions, times and areas. 
 
 (a) All mobile food vending operations shall be subject to the following: 
 

(1) Operations, including customer queues, shall not impede or hinder vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic; and 

 
(2) If directed by a police officer, or any other authorized public personnel, 

operations may be suspended and a mobile food vendor may be ordered to  
move, even if located in a mobile food vending zone, to avoid congestion or 
impeding traffic; and  

 
(3) Soliciting occupants of vehicles or advertising in any way that impedes traffic 

is prohibited; and  
 
(4) Mobile food vending shall only occur to the side facing the sidewalk and away 

from the street when in the public right-of-way; and  
 
(5) A mobile vending food truck may not be left unattended in a public right-of-

way, nor parked overnight in a public right-of-way; and  
 
(6) No mobile food vendor shall have any exclusive or perpetual right to any 

location upon the streets, alleys or public lands of the city; and 
 
(7) The size of a mobile food vending vehicle will in no way interfere with the 

city’s or public’s use of any public right-of-way; and  
 
(8) The use of outdoor sound amplifying equipment, lights, or any other 

illuminated or noisemaking devices is prohibited, except for the lighting of a 
menu attached to the side of the mobile food vending truck providing only 
enough light for customers directly in front of or nearby the menu to read.  

 
(9) The use of any equipment (chairs, tables, signs, etc.) outside of the truck, 

except for one refuse container, is prohibited; and 
 
(10) A refuse container must be available for use by customers when mobile food 

vending occurs and the container shall be placed close to the truck and not 
impede vehicular or pedestrian traffic; and 

 
(11) A mobile food vendor shall contain all refuse generated from vendor’s 

operation within the truck and the refuse container and the vendor shall 
dispose of grease and trash at sites selected by the city and at a cost 
following the category assignment of restaurants under section 22-172 of this 
Code; and 
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(12) Any power required for the mobile food vending truck located in public right-
of-way shall be self-contained and will not draw its power from the public 
right-of-way.  No power cable or equipment shall be extended at grade or 
overhead across any public street, alley or sidewalk; and 

 
(13) Mobile food vendors must comply with all parking restrictions in chapter 14 of 

this code.  
  

 (b) Times of mobile food vending operations in designated vending zones shall 
be limited to: 
 

(1) In metered mobile food vending zones – between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 
3:00 a.m. ; and  

 
(2) Mobile food vending at the Wabash Station – between the hours of 9:30 p.m. 

and  3:00 a.m.; and 
 
(3) Mobile food vending in any other permitted area – between the hours of 

6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m.   
 

 (c) Mobile food vending prohibited except as follows: 
 

(1) On properly zoned property as permitted by law; and 
 
(2) As set forth in this article. 
 

 (d) In the Central Business District, mobile food vending is prohibited except as 
follows: 
 

(1) In metered mobile food vending zones as lawfully permitted in this Code – 
between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 3:00 a.m.; and 

 
(2) As permitted by the director of public works at the Wabash Station – between 

the hours of 9:30 p.m. and 3:00 a.m. There is no fee for mobile food vending 
at the Wabash Station between the hours of 9:30 p.m. and 3:00 a.m. The 
director may establish rules and regulations for the use of the Wabash 
Station or prohibit use for mobile food vending at any time. 

 
 (e) Outside of the Central Business District, and when not prohibited by this 
Code, mobile food vending is permitted on legal parking areas directly adjacent to and on 
the same side of the street of property zoned C-1, C-2, C-3, C-P, M-1, M-C, M-P and M-R 
that allow restaurants, between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
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Sec. 24-152.  Operation prohibited. 
 
 (a) Mobile food vending operations shall be prohibited between the hours of 
11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. except, metered mobile food vending zones shall be prohibited 
between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. and mobile vending operations at the 
Wabash Station shall be prohibited between the hours of 3:00 a.m. and  9:30 p.m.  
 
 (b) Mobile food vendors must comply with all existing parking restrictions as set 
forth in chapter 14 of this Code.  
 
 (c) Mobile food vending operations shall be prohibited within five hundred (500) 
feet of any Columbia Public School. 
 
 (d) Mobile food vending operations shall be prohibited in an area or time when it 
would impede or hinder traffic both vehicular and pedestrian, including customer queues.  
 
 (e) Except at metered mobile food vending zones and at the Wabash Station, the 
following is prohibited: 
 

(1) Mobile food vending operations are prohibited within 300 feet from the front 
door of a restaurant, unless the vendor is otherwise provided with written 
consent. 

 
(2) Mobile food vending operations are prohibited within five hundred (500) feet 

of any concert, event, festival, or fair, unless the vendor is otherwise provided 
with written consent. 

 
(3) Mobile food vending operations are prohibited in spaces adjacent to bus 

stops, disabled loading zones, or directly in front of a business entryway.  
 
Sec. 24-153.  Compliance under the law. 
 
 Every mobile food vendor under this division shall comply with all city, state and 
federal laws. 
 
Secs. 24-154--165.  Reserved.   
  
 SECTION 4. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage.  
 
 
 PASSED this _________ day of ______________________, 2014. 
 



 
7 

 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
City Clerk      Mayor and Presiding Officer 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Counselor 






