
 Introduced by _________________________ 
 
First Reading ____________________  Second Reading ____________________ 
 
Ordinance No. ___________________  Council Bill No. _______B 283-08_______ 
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE 
 

approving the Regional Catholic High School O-P Development 
Plan; and fixing the time when this ordinance shall become 
effective. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 SECTION 1. The City Council hereby approves the Regional Catholic High School 
O-P Development Plan, dated August 27, 2008, located on the north side of Gans Road, 
approximately 1,500 feet west of the Gans Road and Gans Creek Road intersection.  The 
Director of Planning and Development shall use the design parameters set forth in “Exhibit 
A” which is attached to and made a part of this ordinance as guidance when considering 
any future revisions to the O-P Development Plan.  
 
 SECTION 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage.  
 
 
 PASSED this _________ day of ______________________, 2008. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
City Clerk      Mayor and Presiding Officer 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Counselor 
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EXCERPTS 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

September 4, 2008 
 

4) PUBLIC HEARINGS 

08-53 A request by Columbia Catholic High School for approval of an O-P development plan to be 

known as "Regional Catholic High School O-P Plan," located on the north side of Gans Road, 

approximately 1,500 feet west of the Gans Road/Gans Creek intersection, containing 

approximately 22.78 acres. 

 MR. BARROW:  May we have a staff report, please? 

 Staff report was given by Mr. Steve MacIntyre of the Planning and Development Department.  Staff 

recommends approval of the proposed O-P development plan. 

 MR. BARROW:  Thank you.  Are there any questions?  Well, I'd like to open the public hearing.  

Before I do, I'll state what our rules are, and that is, the first -- everyone coming to speak should state 

their name and address for the record and speak into the microphones because our proceedings are 

recorded; that's how our minutes are kept.  And we'll ask the people who are in support of a proposal to 

come forward.  The first person will get six minutes to speak, subsequent speakers will get three minutes. 

 Then we'll ask for opponents of a proposal to come forward.  The first speaker will get six minutes, 

subsequent speakers will get three minutes. 

PUBLIC HEARING OPENED 

 MR. BARROW:  Anyone wishing to speak in support of this, please come forward. 

 MR. BECK:  Chairman Barrow, members of the Commission, City Staff, first, thanks for your 

service to our community, and, second, for the opportunity to present what we think is an exciting plan for 

a new regional Catholic high school here in Columbia.  My name is Ray Beck, and I reside at 201 

Sappington Drive. 

 MR. BARROW:  Thank you. 

 MR. BECK:  We are -- I'm the volunteer project director for this new regional high school here in 

Columbia.  We're proposing a master plan for the entire site along with a master plan for the structures 

and athletic fields on the site, although all of it would not be -- it would be phased in over a number of 

years.  We have had several volunteer committees working in the areas of fund-raising, curriculum, a 

financing plan, construction-type work that would occur on the project, and I might point out all these 

volunteers have been doing an excellent job and working a number of hours trying to come up with a 

good plan for the school.  Our curriculum committee has developed a first-class educational/athletic 

program complete with building and other space requirements.  Our building committee has been working 

with Peckham & Wright Architects, who is here this evening, to design a state-of-the-art plan and facility.  

We made sure that what we propose complies with the development parameters of the approved Bristol 
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Lake Development Plan when it was originally all brought to the City.  Under the Bristol Lake 

Development Plan, our proposed school is a specific permitted use that was shown on that particular 

plan.  During our planning and design process, we have communicated and worked closely with our 

development neighbors.  We've had several meetings with them to the east and the west.  And, as you 

know, to the west is the City, and to the north, we met with the department -- the Parks and Rec 

Department to determine some partnerships, possibly, this type of thing in the future.  The plan, as 

approved by our committees, was presented to our parishes and approved by our diocese in Jefferson 

City.  In addition, we took it upon ourselves to invite over 75 neighboring property owners to an 

informational meeting.  We invited all the neighbors, 2,700 feet north and south of our site from Highway 

63 to the east to Rock Quarry Road on the west. I might point out only two neighbors attended, but we 

believe during our session with them, that we were able to answer all their questions that they brought up. 

 We've worked closely with City staff throughout the process.  There were no inquiries at our August 11th 

zoning information meeting hosted by the Planning and Development Department.  I think that was sort of 

new in your overall process; however, there was some people for other issues there, I might say, but 

there was no one on this particular issue.  Of course, you all have the staff report.  And with me tonight, 

we have representatives from the architect firm, we have the civil-engineering firm, as well as the 

members of our curriculum and building committee are here, and we would be happy to address any 

questions you have.  And I want to thank you for your careful consideration of our plan, and we're 

available, again, to answer any questions.  And, of course, we would appreciate your approval -- 

approved recommendation to our City Council.  Thank you very much. 

 MR. BARROW:  Are there any questions of this speaker?  Yes, Ms. Curby? 

 MS. CURBY:  I'm just curious about the -- I assume this is the chapel on the north side? 

 MR. BECK:  Yes. 

 MS. CURBY:  Why you need -- 

 MR. BECK:  That's shown in that lower corner there. 

 MS. CURBY:  Right.  Why would you need a sign there?  Would that be for people on the lake to 

look over and see that that's the chapel or -- 

 MR. BECK:  Well, I think it was felt by the committee it would be desirable to have it.  Actually, the 

building was designed in a manner that it would be very, hopefully, pleasing to the neighborhood.  You 

know, it's a brick building all around.  And in some respects, it almost has two fronts, really.  The chapel 

side almost looks like the front of a building, and it really looks really nice to where they came up with 

several alternative plans and this was the one selected.  So, I think it was just felt like it would be 

desirable to have an identification of the sign. 

 MS. CURBY:  Okay.  Well, since there are no roads or anything back there -- 

 MR. BECK:  We think there will be a lot of people coming around the lake area where we have a 

great walkway, which we intend to connect into, I might point out, and, ultimately, this will connect all the 
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way down to the state park and all the way across the interchange.  That's the overall plan.  And, of 

course, you all are aware the road is projected to be -- the interchange projected to be completed and the 

road along that may connect to I-70 and Providence.  Thank you very much. 

 MR. BARROW:  I've got a question.   

 MR. BECK:  I'm sorry? 

 MR. BARROW:  More out of curiosity, I was just wondering what other Catholic high schools there 

are in our region.  I know there's Helias in Jefferson City and -- 

 MR. BECK:  Sedalia.  There's probably about three to five, I know of -- I'm aware of.  None are real 

close to Columbia except Helias.  It's got probably over 600 people -- students in it.  And I might, just as 

an aside, say -- I've been asked why I've been working on this high school.  I think it's time I went to the 

City of 46 years, you know, hiring people, and it's also the case at the University that there have been a 

lot of questions that come up late in the hiring process as to what there is for alternative educational 

facilities in the community.  We have an outstanding public-school system and, by the way, in speaking 

with their leadership, they're supportive of the school, and this provides another alternative.  And if you'll 

notice the ratings of Columbia as far as education, the only area Columbia was rated down in somewhat 

was the area of private alternatives.  We've got a C-plus compared to everything else was rated high -- 

high rating, and this will fill that gap, probably, or help fill that gap. 

 MR. BARROW:  Thank you, Mr. -- Colonel Beck.  Thank you very much. 

 MR. BECK:  We don't have anyone else unless you have questions, they're available to answer 

questions. 

 MR. BARROW:  Is there anyone else in the audience who would like to speak in support of this?  

Seeing no one.  Is there anyone who would like to speak in opposition to it?  Is there anyone who would 

like to speak at all on this issue? 

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED 

 MR. BARROW:  Discussion, Commissioners?  Yes, Mr. Brodsky? 

 MR. BRODSKY:  I think this is a fairly straightforward proposal.  I like the location being around 

parks -- schools around parks.  They're talking about that with the public high school that's going to the 

north.  I really -- this is probably one of the more ideal planned development plans that I've seen.  I plan to 

support it. 

 MR. BARROW:  Ms. Curby? 

 MS. CURBY:  It's a very attractive site for a school, and I think the plan makes sense.  There's a lot 

of parking, but, I guess, given the proximity to a large amount of people, there has -- at this point, cars 

may be getting people there.  But other than the parking being just kind of right out in front, I understand 

why the building would be at the back and looking over the lake.  And I think it's an attractive plan and I 

plan to support it. 

 MR. BARROW:  Mr. Rice? 
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 MR. RICE:  Yeah.  I also intend to support this.  My only concern on the face of it would be traffic; 

you know, the football games and that sort of thing generate quite a bit of traffic.  But it looks to me as 

though road improvements will be done by the developer as part of this development, and, ultimately, 

there would be turn lanes and such on Gans Road, so I think that problem should be -- will be addressed 

in the long run. 

 MR. BARROW:  Mr. Wheeler? 

 MR. WHEELER:  Well, I agree with -- I actually think, in some regards, this is a better location than 

the one the public-school system picked, at least, you know, from an access standpoint and the improved 

roadways.  I would make a recommendation that we -- or a motion that we recommend approval of the C-

P development plan -- 

 MR. CADY:  O-P. 

 MR. WHEELER:  Or O-P -- sorry. 

 MR. REICHLIN:  I'll second that. 

 MR. BARROW:  It's been moved and seconded.  Discussion on the motion?  Ms. Peters? 

 MS. PETERS:  I just wanted to comment on I like the concept very well.  I'm appreciative that they 

have bioretention features to keep the runoff from going towards Gans, and they seem to have a number 

of retention basins, and I think that's a nice concept.  It's very nicely done architecturally.  My hope is that 

we can do as good a job on the third high school -- third public high school, since this is technically the 

fourth high school in Columbia, and I intend to support it. 

 MR. BARROW:  Well, I'm going to support it, too, and I won't say what you said because I agree 

and would have said the same thing.  But I would like to compliment the church and the people who have 

been working on this in terms of reaching out to the neighbors -- all the neighbors and really taking a very 

methodical approach to getting input from them.  I think it's going to be a beautiful project.  I think it's 

going to be a big asset to this City because I think the more variety we have for educational opportunities, 

the more -- you know, different students have different needs for class size and all that sort of stuff.  And 

so, I'm really happy and I'm going to support this.  Further discussion?  Roll call, please. 

 MR. BRODSKY:  The motion has been made and seconded recommending approval of an O-P 

development plan to be known as "Regional Catholic High School O-P Plan," located on the north side of 

Gans Road, containing approximately 22.78 acres. 

 Roll Call Vote (Voting "yes" is to recommend approval.)  Voting Yes:  Ms. Peters, Mr. 

Reichlin, Mr. Rice, Mr. Wheeler, Ms. Anthony, Mr. Barrow, Mr. Brodsky, Mr. Cady, Ms. Curby.  

Motion carries 9-0.  


