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Citizens Police Review Board

September 16, 2010

Chief Ken Burton
Columbia Police Department
Columbia, MO

Dear Chief Burton:

I am sure that you have already seen the newspaper reports regarding the Weilbacher appeal case,
and this letter is the Citizens Police Review Board's official report to you.

In addition to Ms. Weilbacher's testimony, we read all the information provided by CPD regarding this
complaint/appeal. Our decision is as follows:

• We hereby recommend that you offer a personal apology to Ms. Weilbacher as well as a written
apology.

• We have directed Rose Wibbenmeyer to ensure that there will be no repercussions on Ms.
Weilbacher from the original ticket (which is missing from the police records).

• Your letter to Ms. Weilbacher is inconsistent with the internal investigation ... specifically:
"... procedural errors by an employee who no longer works for the CPD rather than ... by a
current employee." However, Lt. Moriarity's letter to Ms. Weilbacher states: "The fact that
citations were issued was because of the oversight by the supervisor of the unit, Sgt. Shelley
Jones." To our knowledge, Sgt. Jones is still employed with CPD.

• An ongoing, major concern of the CPRB is the length of time it takes for citizens to receive a
response to their complaints. The three that we are aware are: Weilbacher, Billups and Cusick.

• According to General Order/Guideline Number 103.07, your letter could have advised Ms.
Weilbacher that there was minor misconduct on the part of an officer along with an apology.

• Although this may seem like a "minor" incident in light of what police officers have to deal with,
Ms. Weilbacher was emotionally and financially (losing time from work, hiring an attorney, etc.)
burdened due to CPD's errors.

Per Section 21-52(h) of Ordinance No. 020331, you have "ten (10) business days to reconsider the
original decision and either reaffirm or modify it."

Sincerely,

JJ&-
Ellen LoCurto-Martinez
Chair

Cc: Citizen Police Review Board
Bill Watkins, City Manager
Elizabeth Weilbacher


