
RAILROAD ADVISORY BOARD 
February 14, 2008 

 
A meeting of the Railroad Advisory Board was held February 14, 2008 in the W&L Utility Services 
Conference room at 105 E. Ash.    Attending the meeting was: 

 
Peter Davis, Chairperson 
Jack Blaylock, Vice-Chair  
“Doc” Wulff, Member, Member 
Greg Eiffert, Member, Excused 
Bryan Ross, Member 
Tom Ogden, Member, Absent 
Kee Groshong, Member, Excused 
John Glascock, Interim Director of Water and Light 
Christian Johanningmeier, Supervising Engineer 
Mike Schmitz, Engineering Manager 
Tad Johnsen, Power Production Superintendent 
Jim Windsor, Manager, Rates/Fiscal Planning 
Tina Worley, Utility Services Manager 
Marilyn Thorpe, Administrative Support Supervisor 
Rodney Massman, Administrator of Railroads – MoDOT 
Jason Sommerer, E.I., Senior Traffic Studies Specialist – MoDOT 
David Woodside, Senior Administrative Counsel – MoDOT 
Jan Skouby, Director, Motor Carrier Services – MoDOT 
Greg Dingrando, ABC 17 KMIZ, Reporter 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF JANUARY 10, 2008: On a motion by 
Jack Blaylock and second by Doc Wulff, the minutes of January 10, 2008 were amended and approved 
with a unanimous vote. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER:  Bryan Ross was welcomed as new member of the Board.   
 
HIGHWAY 63 EXEMPTION PRESENTATION:  Rodney Massman, Administrator of Railroads, 
introduced himself and other representatives from MoDOT.  He said MoDOT has the authority to 
exempt roadways at train crossings.  He said the presentation would explain Mo-DOT’s view on 
exempting the Highway 63 rail crossing, but that the proposed exemption process would not eliminate 
the need for a railroad overpass.  The Board at their January meeting had recommended that Council 
apply to MoDOT to reduce the speed limit 10 miles lower ½ mile on either side of the crossing.   
 
Mr. Massman turned the presentation over to Jason Sommerer, Senior Traffic Studies Specialist.  Mr. 
Sommerer said that reducing the posted speed limit has proven to be one of the least effective methods 
at reducing vehicle speeds.  He said without continuous enforcement a lower posted speed limit does 
very little to actually reduce overall vehicle speed.  He said in some cases the drivers that slow down 
actually create a more dangerous situation by increasing the speed differential between the slow and 
fast moving vehicles. Mr. Sommerer said the main concern for this area is not vehicle speed itself but 
more driver inattention and the unexpected occurrence of trucks and busses stopped in the driving 
lanes of a high-speed, rural highway.  He said a reduction in the posted speed limit would do nothing 
to address this concern.   
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MoDOT conducted detailed traffic study at the US 63 crossing consisting of an accident history 
review, a conflict study, and a traffic count.  Traffic has increased from around 10,700 average daily 
traffic in 2001 to about 22,500 in 2006.  In the five year period of 2002 to 2006 there have been 18 
accidents at that location compared to 8 in the prior five year period.  A conflict study was done which 
showed about 10 vehicles per hour, per direction, are required to stop at the railroad crossing.  These 
vehicles include school buses and hazardous materials trucks. 
 
Mr. Sommerer said MoDOT recommends exempting the 63 crossing.  He said there are certain steps 
that have to be taken to get this accomplished. 

 MoDOT would send out a public notice to the City, school districts, etc. alerting them to the 
proposed exemption. 

 An administrative order would be issued in about 30 days after the notices have been posted. 
 Signage would be installed alerting drivers to the exemption. 
 The request then goes to the Administrative Hearing Commission for their approval of the 

exemption. 
 Once approval is given, the COLT and the Railroad Authority are cleared of any liability 

concerning the types of warning devices used at the crossing. 
 
In addition, pending approval of the request MoDOT would install signage and flashing lights that 
would coordinate with the COLT flashing lights alerting motorists of the crossing and the exemption. 
 
After discussion the Board on a motion by Jack Blaylock and second by Bryan Ross recommended 
Council authorize the City Manager request MoDOT to approve Highway 63 as an exempt crossing 
with the understanding that warning devices will be installed in any event and that the railroad bridge 
overpass construction project will continue to move forward.  The motion passed with a unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
FINANCE REPORT:  Jim Windsor reported that the financial report given to the Board was 
unaudited. He said that operating revenues were down for the year. 
 
TRAFFIC REPORT: Christian Johanningmeier reported that traffic was down 608 cars or 39% for 
the same time last year.  He said traffic was down in everything except coal.  Mr. Johanningmeier said 
the month of February was not looking much better. 
 
MARKETING: Tina Worley reported that she had been meeting with several surrounding businesses 
and that there were good prospects for the future.  She met with Dollar General and they told her they 
were interested in learning more about cost savings using rail.  She is putting a cost package together 
and will be meeting with them in the near future.  Ms. Worley will keep the Board informed on any 
new developments. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Christian Johanningmeier presented a letter from the city of Centralia.  They are 
requesting permission to build an eight-foot wide concrete sidewalk/trail on the west right-of-way line 
of the COLT Railroad.  Centralia is building a new elementary school at the intersection of Lakeview 
Street and Columbia Street.  Their engineers advised them that a sidewalk/trail along Columbia Street 
would attract State interest because of its proximity to the new school and the fact that there are no 
sidewalks from residential areas to the north and south of the school site.   
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The Board discussed safety issues; drainage concerns; maintenance and fencing.  Jack Blaylock made 
the motion, that the Board recommend Council grant the easement so that Centralia could build a 
sidewalk on COLT right-of-way and that a minimum six foot high chain link fence be built along the 
4,000 foot sidewalk except at street crossings, and that Centralia would maintain the sidewalk and 
minimum six foot high chain link fence.  After discussion the motion was amended to read: The 
Railroad Advisory Board recommends that Council grant an easement to the City of Centralia to build 
an eight foot wide sidewalk with two conditions:  1. A minimum six foot high chain link fence be 
constructed along the sidewalk at Centralia’s expense and maintained by Centralia from W. Gano 
Chance Rd to W. Bruton St., except at road and pedestrian crossings.  2.  The City of Centralia agrees 
to close the Sims Street Road Crossing but may elect to maintain a pedestrian crossing to be 
constructed at Centralia’s expense.  Doc Wulff made a second to the amended motion.  The motion 
passed as amended with a unanimous voice vote. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Nothing to report. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE:    May 8, 2008 unless it is decided to have one earlier than that date, if so 
the Board will be notified. 
 
Meeting adjourned – 9:05 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 


