
 
 

Environment & Energy Commission 
City of Columbia & Boone County 
Daniel Boone Building, Third Floor Conference Room 
 

Minutes of Tuesday, November 25, 2008 
 
Present: Barbara Buffaloe, Jean Sax, Dan Goldstein, Alyce Turner, Dick Parker,   
  Teresa Hunter, David Brodsky, Dillon Wyatt, Tom O’Connor 
 
Absent: Kip Kendrick, Bob Walters 
 
Guests: J. Kraig Kahler, Water and Light Director; Fred Mallicoat, Building Codes  
  Commission; Kay Hunvald, League of Women Voters 
     
City Staff Liaison:   Stephanie Brown 
 

Ms. Buffaloe called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

 AGENDA 
The agenda was approved with changes. 
 

 MINUTES 
The minutes for October 28, 2008 were approved without changes.   
 
BUILDING CODE COMMISSION 
Fred Mallicoat did a presentation regarding the building code process to comply with the 
suggestion by Burns and McDonnell’s Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) to evaluate the 
City’s building codes.  Mr. Mallicoat said the new International Building Code (IBC), 
which the city has adopted, is updated and issued every three years.  He said the next new 
issue will be available in March 2009 and at that time the Building Codes Commission 
(BCC), which consists of contractors and architects, will break up into sub-committees to 
review the code and create amendments to submit to the City Council and receive 
community input.  Then the amendments are reviewed again and brought back to Council 
for approval.   
 
The commission provided other examples to add to the building codes such as airflow 
regulation, infiltration, changing the insulation requirements from R-15 to R-19, and 
requiring general contractors to have licenses.  He said when establishing the codes, other 
variables such as windows and thickness of the walls need to be taken into consideration. 
 
Ms. Buffaloe said some communities require energy audits before a home can be put up 
for sale.  She said this is regulated through the building codes.  She also mentioned that 
the Department of Energy (DOE) has building code suggestions for energy efficiency.  
She will research other items for recommendation.   
 
Mr. Mallicoat said there is nothing in the code relating to air conditioning or ground 
source heat pumps.  He said Council asked the BCC to discuss heat pumps.  Mr. 
Mallicoat said everything needs to be examined as a whole and believed that other city’s 



 
building codes regarding energy efficiency would be helpful examples for the BCC.  He 
would also like the EEC to help assess the energy portion of the building codes. 
 
Mr. Mallicoat said the county has its own set of building codes but are now very similar 
to those of the City.  Mr. Goldstein suggested inviting the County Building Code 
Commission to a meeting. 
 
Mr. Mallicoat suggested that the commission invite the Homebuilder’s Association to a 
meeting and present some of the ideas to them.   
 
BENCHMARKING  
Mr. O’Connor researched energy star billing.  He said the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency and the University of Delaware performed trials with energy star billing to see 
the response and found that there were some energy savings.  He said the program was 
built into the billing and accounting software.  Mr. Kahler said the City would have to 
redesign the bill.  He has a report regarding this subject and will provide it to the 
commission later.  Ms. Buffaloe will send an email reminder to Mr. Kahler for the report. 
 
LAND DISTURBANCE/URBAN FORESTRY PLAN LETTER 
Ms. Sax talked to Councilperson Karl Skala regarding the letter submitted to Council 
during the 2008 retreat.  The Council has not received the report performed by the 
graduate students.  She said Lou Phemister is ready to write the Urban Forestry Plan once 
he receives the direction to do so.  Mr. Goldstein said the next series of Council work 
sessions will focus on land disturbance.  Mr. Goldstein suggested sending the report to 
the pre-Council meeting.  Ms. Brown will send it to the EEC. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/COMMENTS OF COMMISSIONER 
The December meeting will be held December 16 instead of December 23. 
 
COMMENTS OF VISITORS 
Mr. Kahler said the wind mills are not doing well.  There are cracks in the turbines.  He 
said 21 of 27 blades need to be replaced and that it was due to a design flaw with the 
brand used. 
 
UPCOMING MEETING ITEMS 
1.  December – Building Codes 
2.  December – Land Disturbance 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 

Prepared by:  Stephanie Brown, City Staff Liaison   
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