
DRAFT 

ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY COMMISSION 
City of Columbia & County of Boone 
Daniel Boone Building, Third Floor Conference Room 
 
Minutes of Tuesday, October 27, 2009 
 
 
Present: Tom O’Connor, Alyce Turner, Michael Merkle, Jean Sax, Dan Goldstein, Lawrence 

Lile, Bob Walters 
 
Absent: Barbara Buffaloe, Dillon Wyatt, David Brodsky, Dick Parker 
 
Guests: Lindsey Schaefer (City Public Works) 
 
City Staff: Stephanie Brown (Water & Light liaison)  
 
AGENDA 
The agenda was approved with minor changes. 
 
MINUTES 
The September, 2009 minutes were approved with minor corrections. 
 
CITY OF COLUMBIA WATER ISSUES  
 
The Commission was informed that the City Council had scheduled a public hearing regarding the 
proposed location for a new well (#16) adjacent to the Missouri River at the City’s McBaine water 
treatment facility.   It was also noted the City had recently authorized Carolla Associates to undertake a 
water quality study.  The study was expected to be completed within six month. 
 
In view of these events and the EEC’s past participation in review of the City’s water supply, Tom 
O’Connor presented a Power Point presentation (PPP) to the Commission titled “Effect of the 
Wetlands Systems on Water Supply Wells and Treated Water”.  The PPP focused on the present 
locations of the City’s 15 wells and contaminant monitoring of these wells over the past 10 years. 
 
Some key findings of the PPP: 
• Five of the City’s 15 wells have shown some elevations of contaminants, perhaps due to 

interaction with wastewater processing.   However, the levels still pose no imminent safety 
hazards to City water users. 

• The proposed location for well #16 is immediately adjacent to two of the five wells that are 
possibly affected by wastewater. 

• Chloride testing for City wells ceased in June of 2008, after many years of testing. 
 
Significant discussion ensued regarding the preparation of a letter and recommend Council action from 
the EEC.  Eventually, the following language for a recommended Council action was proposed: 
 
 
 



 
�A motion was made, seconded and unanimously approved to forward the following City Council 
motion: 

A motion should be made to: 
A) Table preparations of plans and specifications for the alluvial Well No. 16 Project 
until the completion of Carollo Engineers’ water treatment study and the review thereof 
by the Environment and Energy Commission and the Water and Light Advisory Board; 
and 
B) Direct staff to review alternate locations for alluvial well #16. 

 
Immediately following the above discussion, Commissioners reviewed and fine tuned a letter 
accompanying the above motion. 
 
�A motion was made, seconded, and unanimously approved regarding a cover letter to be sent to the 
City Council regarding the previous motion and the EEC’s concerns regarding City water quality 
issues.   A previous letter to the Council on this topic would also be sent again. 
 
Announcements, Comments, Etcetera 
 
� Commissioners were reminded of an upcoming meeting of the Smart Growth Coalition, scheduled 
for the 1st Wednesday of November. 
 
� EEC Commissioner, Dillon Wyatt, has resigned.  Commissioners discussed any technical, vocational 
or other area of expertise that might be sought when considering a replacement for Dillon.   The only 
such qualification mentioned was agricultural. 
 
� The correct e-mail for Jean Sax is saxj@missouri.edu. 
 
 � Due to the importance of the water quality discussion, other items on the evening’s agenda were 
postponed to future meetings. 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 


