
Citizen Topic Group Kick-off Documentation 

www.acp-planning.com Imagine Columbia’s Future 01/31/07 1 

Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic: Parks 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

Keep up with development 
Acquire more 
Protect unique assets—streams, rivers, flood plains 
Protect farmland 
Work with DNR and Missouri Department of Conservation 
Enhance environment 
Maximize edge effect—parks close to all people, walking distance, playgrounds, facilities-pavilions, fields 
Safety—lighting, supervision, accessibility 
More open space in inner city 
Recreation facilities 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 
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Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic: Recreation 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

Adequate facilities 
Inter-generation 
Access—geographical, socio-economic and variety 
Activities of the future--variety 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 
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Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic: Green Space 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

Preservation 
Undeveloped  
Unimproved / natural 
Work around natural areas 
 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 
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Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic: Trails 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

Educational trails—science 
Dig trails / animal sanctuary 
Specialized trails—bike trails, walking trails, dog trails 
Gateways to trails 
Connecting trails and greenspace 
Signature trail 
Floodplains for trails 
Surface 
Multiple use—transportation 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 

 

 


