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A. Themes and Draft Goals 
Citizen Topic Group: Environment 

As part of Imagine Columbia’s Future, Citizen Topic Groups reviewed the ideas for the future generated by the 
public, identified subtopics for organizing these ideas, formed subtopic groups, identified themes emerging from the 
ideas, and generated draft subtopic goals that reflect that aspirations of the community. These draft goals will be 
presented to the public at the April 4th Exploring the Vision Workshop for feedback.  

This document includes all of the output that has been received from your Citizen Topic Group (CTG) to this point. 
The first one to two pages list your agreed-upon subtopics, draft goals for each subtopic, and notes from the consultant 
that offer an overall assessment of the work of your CTG. The following pages provide a record of the work of each 
subtopic group, including identified themes, draft goal statements, and any preliminary strategies or notes that the 
subtopic group has submitted. (Minutes have not been included.) Any gaps in this information indicate that the 
consultant has not received all of your group’s output.  

The draft goals have been revised by ACP-Visioning and Planning, Ltd. for clarity and consistency, as necessary. 
The original goal and ACP’s suggested revisions are clearly designated in the material provided for each subtopic. In 
cases where no draft goals were submitted, ACP prepared draft goals using the themes provided by the subtopic group 
as a guide. At the third CTG meeting, subtopic groups will review these draft goals, and will have the opportunity to 
accept, revise, or rewrite them.  
 
Agreed Upon Subtopics 

1. Energy Efficiency 
2. Renewable Energy Alternatives 
3. Resource Conservation 
4. Environmental Protection 
5. Development 
 

Revised Subtopics from Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2 
1. Energy Efficiency 
2. Renewable Energy Alternatives 
3. Resource Conservation 
4. Environmental Protection 
5. Development 
6. Environmental Quality 
 

Draft Goals by Subtopic 
The following draft goals were developed by the Citizen Topic Group. For other Citizen Topic Groups, the 

consultant has edited goals for consistency and clarity, using identified themes as a guide. The consultant has NOT 
edited the goals for this group, because no themes have been provided as yet.   
 
Energy Efficiency 

In the near future, Columbia will achieve maximum energy efficiency and transition to renewable energy sources. 
 
Renewable Energy Alternatives 

No draft goal provided.  
 



Environment 

www.acp-planning.com Imagine Columbia’s Future 03/01/07 2 

Resource Conservation 
Columbia will be a model community that implements best management practices to protect and conserve its 

natural resources and intrinsic beauty for the enjoyment of future generations. 
 
Environmental Protection 

No draft goal provided.  
 
Development 

No draft goal provided.  
 
Environmental Quality 

In the future, the City of Columbia and her neighboring communities will act to conserve, protect, and restore 
natural aesthetics, native plants, and animal species by urging measures for the conservation of water, air, and soil 
resources. 

 
Notes/Assessment by ACP – Visioning and Planning, Ltd. 

• This group seems to be behind, particularly because the subtopic groups have not identified any themes, and 
some subtopics have no draft goal. The groups may have identified themes, but ACP has not received any 
documentation. The identification of themes is a critical step for two main reasons: 

o It ensures that the work of the group is grounded in the ideas from the public that were gathered at 
the BIG meetings and through surveys in the fall of 2006.  

o It helps the group ensure that each subtopic is dealing with distinct themes as they proceed with 
developing strategies, thus eliminating potential duplication of efforts.  

• Three of the agreed-upon subtopics have not submitted any materials. However, it may be possible for them to 
integrate with existing subtopics (i.e., Renewable Energy Alternatives could join Energy Efficiency; Resource 
Conservation and Environmental Protection could potentially merge).  

• This Citizen Topic Group may want to review the Land Preservation subtopic from Development to ensure 
there is no overlap. 

• Energy efficiency has already begun to formulate strategies. Despite having no themes, the strategies seem to 
be a good start.  
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Themes and Draft Goals 
Sub-Topic: Environmental Quality 
 
Original List of Themes from Kick-off / Adopted at Meeting #2 

No themes were provided. 
 

Draft Goal 
In the future, the City of Columbia and her neighboring communities will act to conserve, protect, and restore 

natural aesthetics, native plants, and animal species by urging measures for the conservation of water, air, and soil 
resources. 
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Themes and Draft Goals 
Sub-Topic: Resource Conservation 
 
Original List of Themes from Kick-off / Adopted at Meeting #2 

No themes were provided. 
 
Draft Goal 

Columbia will be a model community that implements best management practices to protect and conserve its 
natural resources and intrinsic beauty for the enjoyment of future generations. 
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Themes and Draft Goals 
Sub-Topic: Energy Efficiency 
 
Original List of Themes from Kick-off / Adopted at Meeting #2 

No themes were provided. 
 
Draft Goal 

In the near future, Columbia will achieve maximum energy efficiency and transition to renewable energy sources. 
 

Preliminary Strategies 
1. Establish, for existing homes, local home performance with Energy Star program. 
2. Adopt the use of Energy Star builders guidelines, LEED for homes, and/or NAHB Green Building guidelines. 
3. Establish and energy use and conservation benchmark program for rental property. 
4. Identify peak demand management and reduce base load. 
5. Public education program for all ages, energy efficiency and local usage…[cut off] 


