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Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic:Curriculum and Programs 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

After school  
Adult education / community education 
Teen transition 
Home / school communication 
ESL 
Alternative Education: 
    Environmental Education 
    Driver’s education 
    Swimming 
    Non-Traditional Education 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 
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Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic: Facilities 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

More high schools 
More smaller schools 
Upgrade (AC) existing schools 
Utilize latest environmentally friendly technology 
Working with private schools 
Eliminate trailers 
Career center for transition from school to work 
Multiple use of facilities / public use 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 
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Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic: Resource Allocation 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

Collaboration between community and schools 
Equal resources for public schools (equitable) 
Education opportunities for ELL/ESL and low socioeconomic status students 
Adult education opportunities: funding / scholarships for college / higher education 
Teacher salaries / (down arrow—less or lower) administration 
Recruitment / Training and retention of teachers 
Early childhood education 
 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 
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Theme and Summary Statement Worksheet 
Sub-Topic: Quality Education 

Group members were asked to review the ideas that relate to the sub-topic to identify emerging themes. A theme is 
a recurring idea or topic. A theme is not a full-fledged concept, it should be expressed in three words or less. Themes 
should be true to the ideas generated by the public. 

After group members reviewed the ideas, the group had a conversation on the emerging themes captured in the 
ideas. The themes agreed upon by the group are in the space below.   
Themes 

 

 
Summary Statement  

If time permitted, the group answered the following question to distill the ideas and themes into a summary 
statement, if not, this will be completed during Citizen Topic Group Meeting #2. The group should review the themes 
listed above and think back to the ideas generated by the public. Consider what Columbia will be like in the future if 
the outcomes the themes imply become a reality. An example is provided below. 

Sample Sub-topic: Space travel  
Themes identified by the group: speed of light, comfortable, Mars, the moon, inexpensive, science experiments.   
Summary statement: In the future, space travel will be fast, affordable, available to multiple destinations, and 

contribute to a greater understanding of the science and nature of our galaxy. 
Notice that the sub-topic and themes are captured in the summary statement. 

 
If the community’s vision for the future becomes a reality, what will our sub-topic be like in Columbia? 

 

 
 


