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Special Thanks:
The Citizens of Columbia
Mayor Darwin Hindman
Columbia City Council

Flat Branch Park Committee, Co-Chairs John Ott and Jack Waters
Ron Shy, Flat Branch bridge donation coordinator

EPA Brownfield Program
Missouri Department of  Natural Resources Voluntary Cleanup Program

and Land and Water Conservation Fund
Artist Larry Young

C.A.R.P. (Columbia Aquatic Restoration Project) Volunteers
Columbia Parks and Recreation Commission

Simon Steel
Rick and Roy Richardson
Remsel Corporation
Ri-mor Top Soil
Westport Pools
Mid Missouri Electric

Flat Branch Park Donors:
First National Bank & Trust Company

Commerce Bank - WT Kemper Foundation
Columbia Daily Tribune

Columbia Chamber of Commerce
Regional Economic Development, Inc.

Columbia Special Business District
Central Columbia Association

Fred and Dorothy Heinkel Foundation
Boone County National Bank

Flat Branch Bridge Donors:

In Appreciation:

Allstate Consultants LLC
Little Dixie Construction Co.
Doing Steel, Inc.
Boone County Lumber Co.
Mid-City Lumber Co.
Emery Sapp & Sons, Inc.
Columbia Ready Mix
Nuway Concrete Forms Central
Cunningham Plus Assoc. Architects
Scriv Concrete

Schultz Excavating & Crane Service
Wulff  Brothers Construction Co.
Ahrens Steel & Welding Supplies, Inc.
Midwest Block & Brick Co
Boone Quarries
Triple S Hauling
Fabick Tractor Co.
SB Painting Co.
Jaycor Contracting

Rhad Baker Construction
Adair Construction
Frech Paving
David Gaines Construction
Wehmeyer Masonry



DEDICATION PROGRAM
Phase II of Flat Branch Park

Welcome and Introductions ~ Mr. Mike Hood, Director, Columbia
Parks and Recreation Department

Remarks ~ Mayor Darwin Hindman

Remarks ~ Mr. John Ott, Flat Branch Park Committee

Remarks ~ Mr. Don Laird, Columbia Chamber of  Commerce

Remarks ~ Representative of Environmental Protection Agency
        (EPA)

Closing Remarks ~ Mr. Mike Hood

Ribbon Cutting ~ Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors

City Council
Darwin Hindman, Mayor

Bill Watkins, City Manager

Mike Hood, Parks and Recreation Director

Columbia Parks and Recreation Commission
Terry Kloeppel, Marin Blevins, Bill Pauls, Dennis Knudson,

Julia Grus, Dan Devine, and Gary Kespohl

          fter a long clean-up and restoration process, the second phase of

Flat Branch Park is now complete, making the park a popular destination.

Flat Branch Park serves as the trailhead of  the MKT Trail, linking down-

town Columbia to outlying areas and making it easy for trail users to reach

the downtown area.

Phase I of Flat Branch Park was completed in 2001. Due to the

popularity of the park, the second phase was started in 2003, between

Locust and Elm. Work on the second phase began with the removal of  an

old parking lot. With the assistance of  an EPA Brownfield Grant and

project oversight by the Missouri Department of Natural Resources

(MDNR)-Voluntary Cleanup Program, more than 8,300 cubic yards of

contaminated soil were removed. Debris was also removed and the

eroded stream banks were stabilized with native limestone boulders and

new trees to achieve a more natural-looking stream.

The park itself features spraygrounds, a playground, stone amphi-

theater, benches, attractive lamp posts, pedestrian bridge and paired bronze

sculptures, titled “Marathoners,” by local artist Larry Young. A stormwater

rain garden was constructed to naturally filter parking lot runoff before it

enters the creek.

The revitalization of Flat Branch Park and surrounding area was

truly a community effort. At the beginning of the project, a citizen group

formed the MKT Trailhead Committee (Flat Branch Park Committee) that

solicited ideas and donations for the project. More than $300,000 has been

contributed by local businesses and individuals in support of Flat Branch

Phase II, including the design and construction of  the bridge. Volunteers

assisted with the stream cleanup and the planting of shrubs, grasses, and

aquatic plants. A Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant from

MDNR was also used to develop the park.

The City of Columbia appreciates the support shown by the

community for Flat Branch Park. Thank you for being here today to share

in the dedication ceremony.
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Chris Janku
Karl Skala

Almeta Crayton (1999-2008)
Jim Loveless (2001-2007)

John John (1999-2005)
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