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Pre-Settlement and Smithton 
12,000 BC to 1820



Flat Branch WatershedThe Flat Branch watershed



John A. Stewart Park near Garth & Stewart
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Unnamed tributary, Stewart Park
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Flat Branch, just below Providence & Stewart
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Westward Migration





Present-day homes near Smithton site, 
Garth & Walnut
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View to SE from Smithton site
toward Columbia, across Flat Branch Valley
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1821-1900 
Flat Branch: At the Heart 

of a New City 



Original Town of Columbia (red) and 
Flat Branch Creek (blue)



Peace Park, 
1875:  

Chalybeate 
Spring Pagoda
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Stuck on Main St. USA



DAR Boone’s Lick Road Marker, 
Broadway at Parkway Dr.
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Typical River Boat 



Construction 
of the 

Providence 
Plank Road 

1856
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Providence Road, Then and Now

Original Alignment



Old Providence route into 5th St. 
and today’s alignment:  Why?
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Wabash Station, 10th & Ash
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The COLT



Wabash Station Today
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Columbia Coal Gas Co.
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Last remaining Gas Plant building, Orr St.
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Gas Plant soil core, 1992
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Ameren Works 
Headquarters, 
Orr St., 
present day
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Original MKT Station, 4th & Broadway



Katy Station Today
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1900-1960 
Pollution and Obscurity



1904 Map (Elwang)



Residences, 3rd and Ash, with drainage ditch 
(Larson, ca. 1919)



Outhouses on Flat Branch
Near 3d and Walnut (Larson, ca. 1919)



Residence, 1938 (Kittelbad)



Douglass School (Kittelbad, 1938)



Douglass School Today: Flat Branch Buried

C
hris C

ady



Stewart’s Bridge, view toward campus



Stewart Road at Flat Branch today
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Construction of Providence Rd. adjacent to 
campus, 1954

Columbia Missourian



Flat Branch Underpass, Providence & Stewart
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Route of the old MKT RR at Providence and Stewart
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Flat Branch I 
Sanborn Map, 

1931
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Flat Branch II 
Sanborn Map 

1908 
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Flat Branch II Sanborn Map, 1948



Typical railroad petroleum terminal



Whitely Oil, Columbia, 1940s
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1960-1970 
“Urban Renewal”



Mud street, Urban Renewal Area, 1960s
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Storm drainage, Urban Renewal Area, 1960s
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Outhouse, Urban Renewal Area, 1960s
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North Columbia Urban Renewal Project, ca. 1962
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Demolition at Providence & Walnut, 1960s 
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Neighborhood market, 3d St. (now Providence)
(ca. 1950s)
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Tiger Lounge in the Sharp End, 4th & Walnut 
(ca. 1950s)

Wynna Faye Elbert



New Public Housing, 1960s
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Box Culvert Construction (1960s)
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Box Culvert Construction (1960s)
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Box Culvert Construction (1960s)
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Flat 
Branch 
Area, 

looking 
North, 
1960s
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1970-1980 
Flat Branch Park Area 

Hits Bottom



The Grand Plan, ca. 1979 
(FB Phase I and II parks in yellow)
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April 2, 1980
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Former 
Concrete 
Plant on 
site of 

Chamber of 
Commerce, 
ca. 1980
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The park idea rises from the ashes (9/28/80)
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1980-2006 
Treasure Unearthed



Waste Oil spill cleanup, Earth Day, 1991
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Flat Branch I, Abandoned Petroleum Facility, 1993 
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Park Scene Today 
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Cleanup of Petroleum Contaminated Soil 
Flat Branch I, 1999 
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Same area today 
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Flat Branch II, January, 2006: Cleanup begins
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Flat Branch II Excavation of Former Railbed 
(Jan 2006)
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FBII 
Excavation 
wall behind 
E. creek 
bank showing 
soil layers.  
This wall 
later 
removed.
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FB II 
Excavating 
at South end 

of Site 
(Apr. 2006)
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FB II 
Excavation 
Wall showing 
verification 

sample 
locations
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FB II Backfilling excavations with clean soil
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FBII Post-remediation, looking 
south from Locust St. overpass (7/3/06)

C
hris C

ady



Flat Branch 
Today and Tomorrow
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Earth Day, 1990

Columbia Daily Tribune



Flat Branch is an urban stream still 
plagued by pollution
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Upper Flat Branch:  A Lost Urban Stream
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Providence Road near Douglass School

I FOUND IT!
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The future of Flat Branch Park?
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THANK YOU

• Boone County Historical Society
• State Historical Society of MO
• Columbia Daily Tribune
• Columbia Missourian
• Columbia Public Works Dept.
• Columbia Parks & Rec. Dept.
• Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources
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